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Canoe Journey 2019 

On July 23, 2019 the Nooksack Tribe had the honor of hosting a landing for Northern Canoe families 
that were en route to the Paddle to Lummi Canoe Journey 2019. Nooksack hosted this event at Shkw’em 
Birch Bay State Park with a feast to follow including wild salmon and fry bread. Shkw’em is an ancestral 
site for many Nooksack families to gather shellfish such as clams, mussels, and urchins. The next morning 
the Canoe Families left Shkw’em for their final leg of the Journey to the Lummi Stommish Grounds, where 
we joined over 100 other canoes for multi-day events of celebration, feasting, dancing, songs, and more.

More photos on pages 2 and 3
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Jade Vantreese
07/22 - Newsletter Editor 

Christy Boex
07/31 - Mental Health Counselor

Danielle McKay
08/07 - CHR

Tiearra McKay
08/12 - Headstart Cook 

   2019                 June & July               

Apply for Nooksack Indian Tribe Jobs 
ON-LINE

Visit www.nooksacktribe.org and click on “Careers” to view current 
job openings, then view job of interest and click on Apply. Complete the 
First Time Registration and the application. This on-line application can 
be submitted 24 hours a day. Once you have registered and completed the 
application you will be able to use it for any future position you wish to 
apply for.

You will need an email address to set-up your on-line application. If 
you need assistance, please contact Human Resources at 360-592-5176.

Jade

How to Submit News to the 
Snee-Nee-Chum Newsletter

You may submit news items or department updates for 
consideration to Jade Vantreese at jvantreese@nooksack-nsn.gov. 

Items for the October newsletter 
must be submitted by September 14th.

Questions? 
Call Charity at (360) 592-5176 extension 3114.
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Tribal Enrollment Office News
Tribal ID Cards

By Elizabeth King George, Enrollment Director

To date, we have 8 new enrollees and 1 relinquishment.
There are 143 members with birthdays in the month of September.

Question:  Are the Tribal ID cards Real ID compliant?  Can they be used 
to board an airplane?
Answer:  Yes, our Tribal ID cards can be used as ID to pass through 
TSA, to board an airplane.

If you need to update your address, you can either come into the 
office to fill out a form or email enrollment@nooksack-nsn.gov and 
request a form to be sent VIA email or snail mailed.  Forms are also 
available on the Nooksack Website.  

***We do not accept written notices of address change and we 
require proof of address updates***  

Tribal ID’s are available and the forms to request one are also 
available at the Enrollment office or via email or mail.  Our ID’s require 
the blue background for a picture and a signature of the card holder.  If 
we do not have your picture or signature on file here, you will need to 
come in person to have your picture taken and your signature collected.

Request for Information/Release of Information forms are also 
available (proof of enrollment or proof of Indian blood) at the 
Enrollment office, or email or mail.  

In the event of a death of a tribal member, please try to remember 
to notify the tribal enrollment department so their file can be updated.

Contact information:  

PHONE: 360-592-0135  |  FAX: 360-306-5099
Enrollment@nooksack-nsn.gov (general email) 

Mary Delgado, Enrollment Clerk II 
mdelgado@nooksack-nsn.gov  ext. 3409

Roy Bailey, Enrollment Clerk I 
rbailey@nooksack-nsn.gov ext. 3431

Elizabeth King George, Director 
ekinggeorge@nooksack-nsn.gov ext. 3432

MAILING ADDRESS:
PO Box 164, Deming Wa 98244

NOOKSACK INDIAN TRIBE
FREE WILLS/ESTATE 
PLANNING CLINIC

• A last will dictates who will inherit 
your assets, your IIM account 
and Tribal trust lands and, most 
importantly, it will also designate who 
will care for your minor children. 

• A Community Property Agreement 
puts into writing that you and your 
spouse’s property belongs to the 
marital community. Most real assets 
will automatically transfer to your 
spouse upon your death. 

• A Durable Power of Attorney is 
used while you are still alive but for 
some reason unable to take care of 
your finances. This document will 
designate a person to help you during 
incapacitation. 

• A Medical Power of Attorney is used 
while you are still alive as well, but it is 
to designate a person to help doctors 
decide what is medically in your best 
interest.

• A Health Care Directive/ Living Will 
directs doctors on subjects such as 
“do not resuscitate” . 

• A Directive to Family lets your 
family know your wishes on after-
death arrangements (i.e., cremation 
vs. burial, ceremony, etc).

All information is confidential – very 
little personal information is needed 
to prepare these documents

The next Clinic will be held this 
fall, 2019.

If you are a Nooksack Tribal 
member and interested in 
having a Will prepared at NO 
COST, please contact: Sue at 
360-592-4158 x 3354.
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Nooksack Northwood Casino 
Table Games Ribbon-Cutting 

Ceremony 

New Car Seat Laws in Effect 
January 1, 2020

Gov. Jay Inslee signed into law updated regulations 
on car-seat and booster-seat use in Washington state. 
The updated law will go into effect on Jan. 1, 2020.

Under the revised law

• Children under age 2 must use rear-facing car 
seats. Children should remain in a rear-facing car 
safety seat as long as possible, until they reach the 
highest weight or height allowed by their seat.

• Children ages 2 to at least 4 years should use a 
forward-facing, age-appropriate child harness seat 
– and do so as long as possible, until they reach 
the seat’s height and weight limits. Many seats can 
accommodate children up to 65 pounds.

• Children 
older than 4 
but shorter 
than 4’9” 
who have 
outgrown the 
child harness 
seat must 
use booster 
seats.  Most 
kids will need 
a  booster seat 
until 10 to 12 
years of age.

• When 
children are 
old enough 
and large 
enough 
to use the 
vehicle seat 
belt alone, 
they should 
use lap and 
shoulder 
seat belts 
for optimal 
protection. – 
University of 
Washington 
Newsroom.
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Nooksack Tribal Council Declares Burn Ban
By Officer Daniel J. Nevares

As of July 17 2019, the Nooksack Tribal Counsel 
enacted restrictions on all Tribal lands for a Burn 
Ban set forth by Whatcom County Department of 
Emergency Management. Although this year has been 
fairly quiet for wildfires, the danger is ever present. 
According to the Washington State Bureau of Land 
Management, 1,340,481 acres of land were affected 
by wildfires in the Pacific Northwest. In Washington 
State alone, 438,868 acres affected. This incurred an 
approximate cost of $173,685,041 to Washington 
State in fighting these wildfires. In short, any and all 
measures to prevent the potential for wildfires are 
extremely important.  

Here are the requirements and stipulations to 
outdoor burning:

All land clearing and yard debris burning must be 
discontinued at that time and all tribally issued 
burn permits are suspended. 

Recreational fires will still be allowed with the 
landowner’s permission. Recreational fires must 
meet the following requirements:

-Must only contain seasoned firewood or charcoal. 

-Must be contained in an enclosure no larger than 
3’x3’ across, and must be a minimum of 16” high, 
made of cement blocks, stones or steel. 

-Beach fires (where allowed) can be dug into an 8” 
deep pit, surrounded by 4” high enclosure of rocks.  

-Fires must be at least 25’ from structures, timber, 
and combustible materials. 

-A charged garden hose or (2) 5 gallon buckets full 
of water to be next to the fire. 

-A shovel or rake capable of stirring and extinguishing 
the fire to be on-site. 

-Recreational fires are allowed after dark, if attended 
by someone 18 years or older at all times. 

-Fires must be attended until out cold.

-No burning when winds exceed 7 MPH. 

Violations of these burn ban restrictions can result 
in a fire. In addition, if you have a fire that escapes or 
needs to be extinguished by the fire department, you 
may be held financially responsible for fire suppression 
costs, as well as criminally charged. 

Some potential Nooksack Criminal Code charges 
that could apply in failure to abide by the burn ban 
restrictions are: 

-NTC 20.02.150, Reckless Endangerment:

Any person who recklessly engages in conduct which 
creates substantial risk of death or serious bodily 
injury to another shall be guilty of a Class B offense. 

-NTC 20.05.020, Arson:

(a) Knowingly causes a fire or explosion and thereby 
places any person in danger or causes death or 
injury to another person including firefighter; 
or 

(b) Willfully causes a fire or explosion with intent to 
damage property, without lawful authority; shall be 
guilty of a Class A offense. 

-NTC 20.05.200, Reckless Burning:

Any person who knowingly causes a fire or explosion 
and thereby damages any property or places any 
property in danger of damage, without lawful 
authority, is guilty of a Class B offense.

-NTC 20.1.090, Failure to Report of Control a Fire:

Any person who knows, or has reason to believe, 
that a fire is endangering life or property and fails to 
make a prompt report to the person or organization 
responsible for responding to fires, or any person 
who is under a legal or contractual duty to prevent 
or combat fire who breaches that duty, shall be guilty 
of Failure to Report a Fire. Failure to Report a Fire is 
a Class B offense. 

If you have any questions on open burning on 
Nooksack Tribal Lands, please contact the Nooksack 
Police Department at (360) 592-9065 or visit the 
Tribes website at: https://nooksacktribe.org or you 
can go to the Tribes Facebook page. 

Thank you and be safe during this year’s fire 
season. 

Officer Daniel J. Nevares
Nooksack Tribal Police Department
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More photos on page 13.
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What to Know about the 2020 Census 
By Ross Cline Jr., Planning Director 

For the 2020 Census, the Nooksack Tribe was selected for the Address Canvassing Operation. This 
means that Census staff will be verifying that houses match a listed address from the Census Master File and 
checking that there are structures with people living in them. Door knocks are not to be expected. Should a 
Census employee knock on your door they will ask a few questions about the structure, such as “is this the 
only structure that is occupied?” or “is this a common living quarter, such as a dorm or other multi-person 
facility?” 

The AARP warns that Census scammers may attempt to seek personal information by contacting 
individuals via phone, email, mail, or home visit. Do not share personal information in this way. Census 
employees should be wearing a Census Bureau ID Badge, official logo, and official Census laptop and bag. 
Residents should receive a reminder in the mail to participate in the 2020 Census with official logo and return 
address. 

The 2020 Census Timeline

• August 2019 thru October 2019 - Address Canvassing Operation
• March 2020 Post Cards will be sent to most homes
• April 1 is Census Day
• May 2020 thru July 2020 Census workers start knocking on doors
• December 31st 2020 Count is delivered to the President

The Tribal Partner Specialist for our area is Christina Veloz. The Nooksack Tribe, plus other 
Washington Tribes, will be working closely with her.  If you have any questions, please contact Ross 
Cline Jr. at Rcline@nooksack-nsn.gov.
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News from the Nooksack Tribal Court
The Nooksack Tribal Court exercises the sovereignty and jurisdiction of the Nooksack Indian Tribe by 

providing a neutral forum where the tribal community can resolve disputes peacefully, consistent with the 
Nooksack Indian Tribe’s Constitution, laws and codes. 

The Chief Judge hears civil, criminal, juvenile and domestic cases, and issues decisions and orders. The 
Court Clerks process, file and record cases and transcripts, and manage the court’s calendars. They can 
provide you with court dates and ensure that all parties receive proper notice of hearings. The Clerks can also 
provide copies of public court files, or files of a case to which you are a party.

Court forms are available for many types of proceedings, ranging from petitions for change of name 
to petitions for establishment of guardianship. Forms can be obtained at the court house, and will also be 
available online when the new website is up and running.

The Tribal Court staff are not permitted to provide legal advice, interpret court rules, or help prepare 
documents. You should consult or retain an attorney or advocate for assistance or any questions concerning 
legal procedures. 

With a few exceptions, a fee is required when filing papers with the Tribal Court. The fee is to be paid 
at Nooksack Tribal Accounting prior to presenting papers to the court clerk for filing. The schedule below 
shows current fees:

FILINGS FEES
Civil Complaints $150.00
Motions $75.00
Modification of Child Custody Orders $75.00
Termination of Parental Rights $75.00
Guardianship $75.00
Marriage Licenses $50.00
Annulments $75.00
Dissolutions (Divorces) $75.00
Change of Name $75.00
Restraining Orders (Not Domestic Violence) $75.00
Registration of Foreign Judgment $40.00
Vulnerable Adult Protection Order NO FILING FEE
Child Support Petitions  NO FILING FEE
Domestic Violence Restraining Orders NO FILING FEE
OTHER FEES/DUES FEES/DUES
Notary Fees (Free to Tribal Members) $25.00
Copying Fees $2.00 per page
Advocate Tribal Court Admission Fee  Attorney-Advocates - $250.00/year
(Prorated based on days remaining in year) Lay-Advocates - $50.00/year

An Application for Waiver of Filing Fee may be 
obtained at the Tribal Court and may be granted 
on a case-by-case basis.

The Tribal Court hours are Monday through 
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (closed from 12:00 to 
1:00 for lunch), except during scheduled holiday 
and administrative closings.

Our direct phone number is (360) 306-5125.
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Congratulations Graduates! 
HONORING OUR ANCESTORS 

OLHET SIYEL EX WA LH 
Graduation Dinner – Thursday, August 8th

GED
Eric Bailey
Gary Cline

 
HIGH SCHOOL

Sah Teen Kuh Tigilau
Jules Leyva

Gordon Olsen
Isaac Tageant

Jaylene Thompson
Bruce Florence
Ivan Martinez
Lucy Schaeffer
Gabriel Felix

Isaac McKinney
Selena Julius

Jessica Roberts
 

Si:Wesa:ylhem Tset Graduates 
Collin Jimmie
Sincere Zapata
Angel Roberts
Chris George

Thomas Warbus
Cain Zapata

 
ASSOCIATE LEVEL

Rebecca Galindo
Joal Galindo

Richard Auguston
 

BACHELORS LEVEL
Veronica Charles Washington

Alexandria Portnow
Xavier Miles

Susan Old Chief

ABE / G.E.D.
Have you always wanted to earn your GED? 

There are lots of great reasons to do just that. Maybe 
you want to increase your chances of getting a better 
job or have ambitions to go to college? Or maybe 
you want the personal satisfaction that comes with 
such an accomplishment. Whatever your reasons, 
there’s no reason not to take the plunge.

Classes are available in the Social Services 
building in Deming and there is another classroom 
in Mount Vernon, if that’s more convenient.

Classes are small and instruction is individually 
tailored to meet your needs. You can learn at a pace 
that you are comfortable with.

Shoot me an email at dnaughton@nooksack-
nsn.gov or call (360) 592-0135. I look forward to 
meeting you and getting you started on the road to 
GED success.

Desmond Naughton BA
ABE/GED Instructor
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Teen Program Adventures and S’i:wesa’:ylhem tset Graduations
By Keith Lindsey, Youth Academic Intervention Specialist & Teen Enrichment and Prevention Program Manager

Along with hikes, behavioral group, and swimming at Lake Whatcom, the Teen Program has ventured 
beyond our local environs in the month of August for two, well, awesome trips. The first was trip to Whidbey 
Island to explore and learn the history of Fort Casey and the Admiralty Head lighthouse. Our second big trip 
was to Seattle to take an Argosy cruise to Blake Island for a salmon buffet and Coast Salish stories and dances.

The big news this month was the August 8th high school graduation of six students from the S’i:wesa’:ylhem 
tset Class (Our Teachings for Our Children). Thomas Warbus, Sincere Zapata, Angel Roberts, Collin Jimmie, 
Cain Zapata, and Christopher George all successfully completed the 24 credits needed to receive their 
diplomas. We are very proud of these young people, and that pride was expressed with a beautiful ceremony 
in our community center to honor them and 21 other Nooksack Tribe members who matriculated from high 
school, college, or trade school this year. A big thank you from the Nooksack Education Department to all 
those who helped make the evening one to remember.

If you’re 14-19 years old and want to complete needed credits to earn your high school diploma through 
the S’i:wesa’:ylhem tset Class, stop by our Timber Ridge facility for an interview and a registration packet. 
Contact Keith Lindsey at klindsey@nooksack-nsn.gov or (360) 927-4585.
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Teen Program
Fort Casey on Whidbey Island and Tillicum Village on Blake Island
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Snee-Nee-Chum
P.O. Box 157
Deming, WA 98244

2019 Holiday Calendar
Tribal Offices will be closed on the following days in 2019:

September 2 – Labor Day • September 24 – Governance Day
October 14 – Coast Salish Day • November 11 – Veterans Day • November 28 – Thanksgiving Day
November 29 – D/A Thanks Day • December 23-27 – Christmas Closure / Administrative Leave

Administrative Contacts
Tribal Council Office ………………… (360) 592-5164 
Enrollment Office ……………………………… (360) 592-0135 
Tribal Council Fax ……………………………… (360) 592-4506

Administration
Admi nistrative Office Main …………………… (360) 592-5176
Administrative Fax ……………………………… (360) 592-2125
Human Resources (Director: Suzanne Brownrigg) (360) 592-5176
Emergency & Risk Management ………… (360) 592-HELP (4357)

Law Enforcement (Police Chief: Mike Ashby)
Police Department  ……………………………… (360) 592-9065

Health Services (Director Lona Johnson)
Medical Clinic …………………………………… (360) 966-2106
Dental Clinic  …………………………………… (360) 306-5151
Medical Business Office ………………………… (360) 966-7704
Genesis II Office (Manager: Rick George) ……… (360) 966-7704

Behavioral Health  ………………………… (360) 966-2376

Social Services (Director: Heidi Davis)
Social Services Main  …………………………… (360) 592-0135
Elders Office  …………………………………… (360) 592-0100
TANF-Deming ………………………………… (360) 592-3219
TANF-Skagit …………………………………… (360) 848-1758
GED Office Nooksack …………………… (360) 592-0135 ext 5124
GED Office Skagit ……………………………… (360) 848-1758
Domestic Violence Office  ……………………… (360) 592-5176
DV Emergency Hotline ………………………… (360) 592-4164

Youth & Family Services (Director: Katrice Rodriguez) …(360) 306-5090

Child Support (Director: Marilyn McLean)  ……… (360) 306-5090

Education (Director: Donia Edwards)
Education Main Office  ………………………… (360) 966-2043
Headstart-Deming ……………………………… (360) 592-0141
Headstart-Everson ……………………………… (360) 966-0523

Youth Program
Office …………………………………………… (360) 966-2043

Other Services
Tribal Court ……………………………………… (360) 306-5125
Tribal Court Fax ………………………………… (360) 306-5181
Housing Office (Director: Darryl Gray) …………… (360) 592-5163
Natural Resources (Director: George Swanaset, Jr.) … (360) 592-5176
Fishing and Shellfish Fisheries Hotline  ………… (360) 592-5140
Cultural Resource …………………………………… (360) 306-5759
Tribal Veterans Program …………………………… (360) 592-5176
Tribal Gaming  ………………………………… (360) 592-5472
Facilities & Maintenance 
(Director: Richard Edwards) ……………………  (360) 592-0162
Auto Shop ……………………………………… (360) 306-5756
Community Building …………………………… (360) 966-9153
North Intertribal Vocational 
Rehabilitation Program  …………………… (360) 592-5176 x1048

Casino & Market Centre
Nooksack Northwood Casino …………………… (360) 734-5101
Toll free  ………………………………………… (877) 777-9847
Nooksack Market Centre ………………………… (360) 592-5864


