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Inspired by generosity, and
with the hope of protecting tribal
members by increasing vaccinations, the Nooksack Tribal Health
Clinic hosted a 5-day Pfizer vaccine clinic open to non-tribal
members at the Mí sq’ eq’ ó Community Building.
“I’m so proud of our clinic and
our staff for providing care to our
community,” says Nooksack Tribal
member Mimi Marshall.
Nooksack Clinic manager Andrea Garcia reports the clinic was
able to vaccinate 239 people the
first week, 330 people the second
week, and 60 people on the final
day. On April 6, 7, 13, 14, and 20,
the relatively small team was able
to vaccinate a total of 629 people.
Nooksack nursing staff will also
administer all second dose vaccinations. During the public vaccine

Continued pg. 8...

Federal Government Agrees to
Withdraw Sale of Sand Point Archives
NOOKSACK INDIAN TRIBE
We are a tribe located in our ancestral homeland in the northwest
corner of Washington State. Our
name comes from a place name in
our language and translates to “always bracken fern roots,” which illustrates our close ties to our land
and the resources that continue to
give strength to our people. Our
tribe is located in Deming, Washington, nestled amongst majestic
mountains, lush forest, and the
meandering and dynamic Nooksack River. Here in this scenic
locale, we maintain a Tribal Council and Tribal Government. Both
our Council and Government work
to create a better future for every
Nooksack and ensure our tribe’s
sovereignty.

Snee-Nee-Chum Newsletter
Newsletter Editor: Jade Vantreese
Official publication of the
Nooksack Indian Tribe
(360) 592-5176
PO Box 157
Deming, WA 98244

Deming, WA -- April 15, 2021.
Chairman Ross Cline, Sr. announced that the Federal Government has agreed to withdraw the
proposed sale of the Sand Point
Archives facility in Seattle. This
was due to pressure exerted by
Western Washington tribes, including the Nooksack Indian Tribe.
In late 2019, the Trump administration proposed the sale of
the Sand Point Archives, which
holds irreplaceable records of vital
interest to tribes, including originals of treaties, allotment records,
enrollment records, and other
valuable documents and artifacts,
many of which exist only in their
original form. If the sale went
forward, the Federal Government
intended to ship the archives materials to various locations around
the country. In January 2020,
Chairman Cline, along with other
tribes, appealed to the Federal
Government to stop the sale until
proper consultation could take
place. When the Federal Government refused to consult, the tribes
brought suit in federal court to
block the sale.
On April 8, 2021, the Biden

administration agreed to withdraw the sale and committed to
holding proper and meaningful
consultation before taking any
action that affects tribes. Hailing
this victory by tribes, Chairman
Cline praised the Biden administration for taking the consultation
requirement seriously: “Now that
we have a proper federal partner
in place, tribes’ interests shall be
taken into account and tribes will
be properly consulted when their
interests are at stake. The Federal
Government has not yet determined the permanent location
for the archived materials but it is
clear that any solution will involve
the tribes.”
What is the Sand Point Archive? The National Archives
maintains the Federal Archives
and Records Center at 6125
Sand Point Way NE, Seattle, WA.
The Sand Point Archive contains
historical records from all federal
agencies, including the Department of Interior, the Bureau of
Indian Affairs, the Indian Health
Service, and various other agencies that have had dealings with
Indian tribes. Among the many

important historical materials
housed at Sand Point are the
original copies of correspondence
between Governor Stevens, Indian
agents, and Tribal leaders during
treaty negotiations in the mid19th Century, as well as original
drafts of the treaties themselves.
The facility also houses critical
and hard-to-reproduce historical
information related to the area
tribes. Moreover, the Anchorage
archives were closed in 2014, and
all the information related to Alaska tribes has now been moved to
the Sand Point Archive facility.
Tribal leaders, tribal cultural resources staff, tribal historians and
others regularly make use of the
Sand Point Archive to carry out
research and recover their tribe’s
history. ▫

FEMA Offers Families Funeral Assistance for
COVID-Related Deaths
Nooksack Tribal Council
Ross Cline, Sr., Chairman
Rick D. George, Vice-Chairman
Gary E. Kentner, Treasurer
Frank Leyva, Secretary
Bob Solomon, Council Member
Lona Johnson, Council Member
Ryawn Cline, Council Member
Roy Bailey, Council Member

How to Submit News to the
Snee-Nee-Chum Newsletter
Submit news, announcements, celebrations, or department updates for
consideration to Jade at jvantreese@
nooksack-nsn.gov. Items for the June
newsletter are due May 16, 2021.
Questions? Call 360-592-5176
#3114.

Contains PCW

Did your loved one pass due
to COVID-19? Starting April
12, 2021 FEMA has opened
COVID-19 Funeral Assistance
applications for individuals and
households. FEMA is offering
reimbursement for COVID-19-related funeral expenses incurred
after January 20, 2020 for up
to $9,000. We encourage Tribal
members to collect the required
documents and call FEMA. The
death certificate must indicate
that COVID-19 played a role. This
also applies to those who may
have committed suicide.
You will need the following
documents:
1. Death certificate
2. Proof of funeral expenses
3. Insurance or other funeral
benefits

recycled paper
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Eligible funeral expenses include but are not limited to:
• Transportation for up to two
individuals to identify the deceased individual
• Transfer of remains
• Casket or urn
• Burial plot or cremation niche
• Marker or headstone
• Clergy or officiant services

Applications opened April 12th
To apply call: 844-684-6333 or
TTY: 800-462-7585
Hours of Operation: Mon. - Fri.
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Central Time
Learn more at www.fema.gov Funeral Assistance. ▫

Report from Council: Climate change, water rights in the Nooksack, and bills
honoring Native Americans – all passed in the Washington State Legislature

Nooksack Tribal Council was
active in supporting, amending,
and opposing legislation in Olympia this year and as this online
session ends, we write to report
on the bills we worked on.
Water adjudication in the
Nooksack River basin is moving
forward. The Legislature funded
the first steps for the Department
of Ecology to begin pre-adjudication this year. Securing water
rights for salmon and for our people is a priority for Nooksack and
we will keep you updated.
Climate change is impacting
us and so at the request of Rep.
Joe Fitzgibbon we worked with
other tribal leaders and lobbyists
to amend a cap and trade bill so
that we could support it. Nook-

sack’s priority was to make sure
that sacred sites would be protected when projects are built.
The bill passed with our requested
amendments. We also worked on
a similar bill for clean fuels, and
worked to make sure reservations
and sacred sites would not be
impacted.
With Rep. Deb Lekanoff’s
leadership, the Washington State
Legislature banned the inappropriate use of Native American
names, symbols or images as
public school mascots, logos, or
team names. The bill allows existing images to be phased out and
schools will be exempted if the
use is authorized by the applicable
tribe or tribes.
Billy Frank Jr. will now be
representing Washington State in
statuary hall in DC. The existing
statue of Marcus Whitman will
be respectfully brought back to
Olympia and Billy Frank Jr. will
have a place of honor among
American leaders.
Many of you were concerned

New Emergency
Broadband Benefit
The Emergency Broadband
Benefit is a Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Program
to help households struggling to
pay for internet service during
the pandemic. This new benefit
will connect eligible households
to jobs, healthcare services, and
virtual classrooms.
The Emergency Broadband
Benefit will provide a discount
of up to $50 per month towards
broadband service for eligible
households and up to $75 per
month for households on Tribal
lands. Eligible households can also
receive a one-time discount of
up to $100 to purchase a laptop,

desktop computer, or tablet from
participating providers if they
contribute $10-$50 toward the
purchase price.
The Emergency Broadband
Benefit is limited to one monthly
service discount and one device
discount per household.
The program has been authorized by the FCC, but the start
date has not yet been established.
The FCC is working to make the
benefit available as quickly as possible. To learn more, visit fcc.gov/
broadbandbenefit. Nooksack will
post information on the program
release as soon as more information is available. ▫

about a bill that required ‘boater
education’ for canoeing. We heard
you and so we reached out to and
met with the Representative who
brought that forward and he apologized and pulled the bill.
We also supported public
broadband, as we all know how
much that is needed in rural areas
like ours. That passed. We opposed sports wagering by private
cardrooms. And finally, we worked
on legislation to improve salmon
habitat that did not pass this year,
but it made progress and we hope
to work with others towards passage next year.

Chairman Ross Cline Sr. joins
the Whatcom Council of
Governments
This past month Chairman
Cline has joined the Whatcom
Council of Governments, and attended the Transportation Policy
Board Meeting. This committee
governs the regional transportation planning and determines how
federal, state and local transportation dollars are spent in Whatcom
County. The goal is to improve
public safety for everyone along
the Mt. Baker Highway at Deming. We’ll have more news for you
as projects move forward. ▫

Tribal Lifeline

Consumers living on Tribal lands*
can receive up to $34.25 off phone or Internet service.
Lifeline is a federal program that helps lower the monthly cost of your phone or Internet service.

THREE WAYS TO APPLY

ELIGIBILITY
You may qualify for a discount if you live on
Tribal lands* AND can provide proof for any ONE
of the following:
 Your income is at or below 135% of the
federal poverty guidelines, OR
 You participate in any ONE of these
government benefit programs:
 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP)
 Medicaid
 Federal Public Housing Assistance (FPHA)
 Veterans Pension and Survivors Benefit
 Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

APPLY ONLINE Find the online application at
CheckLifeline.org.
OR

MAIL YOUR APPLICATION Print an

application from LifelineSupport.org.
OR

CONTACT A PHONE OR INTERNET COMPANY
Find a company that provides Lifeline at
LifelineSupport.org.
Click Companies Near Me.

 Tribal Head Start (income based)

If you live in CA (CaliforniaLifeline.com), OR (Lifeline.
Oregon.gov), or TX (TexasLifeline.org), visit the website for
your state to find out how to apply.

 Tribal Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (Tribal TANF)

You may need to show proof that you qualify for Lifeline, such as:

 Bureau of Indian Affairs General Assistance

 Food Distribution Program on Indian
Reservations Assistance

WHAT IS A HOUSEHOLD?
You can have multiple households at
one address, for example:
 Four adult family members that live at the
same address, but do not share income
and expenses, may each have their own
Lifeline benefit.
 If you share housing with someone who
already receives Lifeline, complete the
Household Worksheet that is available
on our website, or through your phone
or Internet company.
*Lifeline’s Tribal Lands is defined in 47 CFR §54.400 (e).
Go to LifelineSupport.org and select “Tribal Lands” for
more information.

HOW TO SHOW YOU ARE ELIGIBLE
 A copy of your SNAP or program letter OR
 A copy of your pay stub or tax return to prove your income
is at or below 135% of the federal poverty guidelines.

TIPS FOR APPLICANTS ON TRIBAL LANDS
 Check the “Tribal Lands” Box.
 Provide a Tribal ID Number if a SSN is unavailable.
 Your Lifeline company can help determine whether your
address is on Tribal lands.
 Ask your service provider about Tribal Link-Up. You may be able
to get up to $100 toward your connection to home service.
NOTE: An applicant living at a residence without an identifiable address will be
asked to provide Geo-coordinates for the physical location. If you don’t have
this information, you can provide USAC a map that identifies the location of the
residence, landmarks, and distances.

LIFELINE SUPPORT CENTER

(800) 234-9473 | 9 am-9 pm ET | 7 DAYS PER WEEK
LifelineSupport@usac.org | LifelineSupport.org
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Natural & Cultural Resources Department

2021 Nooksack Salmon Seasons
Ned Currence,
Natural & Cultural
Resources, Fisheries and Resource
Protection Program Manager

The spring North of Falcon negotiations for Puget Sound fisheries have concluded and the Pacific
Fisheries Management Council
meeting ended April 15. The first
salmon fisheries of 2021 are the
in-river spring chinook Ceremonial
and Subsistence fisheries.
Ceremonial and Subsistence
(C&S) Nooksack River spring chinook fisheries will be scheduled in
May and into June. The 2021 limit
is a total of 286 Nooksack spring
chinook, with 10 natural origin
(non-hatchery) chinook expected
among the 286. The Subsistence
portion of this fishery is by permit only, and the first opener will
be scheduled in early May with
information updated on the Tribal Hotline (360) 592-5140. The
Hotline will also notify fishers
when permits are available. Fishers seeking permits may also call
the Department’s Administrative
Assistant, Tricia Cline at (360)
592-5140. Minimum mesh size is
6 ¼ inch. All catch must be sampled at the Natural and Cultural

Resources office and no fish sales
are allowed.
These subsistence fisheries may occur from Slater Road
Bridge up to 500 feet upriver
of the Highway 9 Bridge in the
lower North Fork through May 28,
when open. Any openings May
29 through June will be limited
to the area that is downstream of
the Burlington Northern Santa Fe
(BNSF) railroad trestle, below the
Highway 9 Bridge. This will avoid
overlap with the Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife’s
North Fork recreational fishery
and boat take out.
The Nooksack/Samish fall
chinook forecast is lower than
average, however, a normal tribal
chinook season is planned. Bellingham Bay (Area 7B) will open
4 pm Sunday to 4 pm Friday on
a weekly basis, from August 1
through September 10. Fishers
may use chinook mesh (6 ¼ to 7
inch) or pink mesh (5 inch) depending on which species they
want to target.
Samish Bay (Area 7C) opens
for chinook fishing 4 pm Sunday
to 4 pm Friday on a weekly basis,
from August 1 through September 15. Minimum mesh size is
6.5 inches in Samish Bay. Samish

Jim Bura was out fishing recently and caught this 68-pound halibut! Bura
was out fishing with Jeff Point, Corey Jimmy, and Diego Villanueva during a
commercial halibut fishery in March of this year.
Page 4
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Bay is closed southeast of a line
from Oyster Creek to the fisheries
marker on Samish Island, except
that skiffs with hand pulled nets
may fish from 4 pm Sundays to
4 pm Wednesdays on a weekly
basis, August 1 through September 15, south to a line from Oyster Creek to Fish Point on Samish
Island.
Excepting chum, which are discussed below, on a weekly basis
the Nooksack Tribe’s commercial
salmon fisheries in the Nooksack
River open at 12:01 am Sunday,
except the portion of the river
between Marine Drive Bridge and
the first turn (“Big Bend”) in the
river that is approximately ¼ mile
upstream of Slater Road Bridge
opens at 4 pm Sunday.
The Nooksack River opens
for fall chinook fishing Sunday
through 4 PM Friday each week,
with the river divided into four
zones during this period. These
zones open in subsequent weeks
to protect holding spring chinook.
Zone 1 is the lowest, from Marine
Drive to Slater Road Bridge and
this area opens August 1 (4 pm).
Sunday, August 8, the river area
from Slater Bridge to Hannegan
Bridge is also open. August 16
the river opens to Nugent’s Corner Bridge, and August 23 the 4th
zone is added, up to the Nooksack
Tribe Blue Automotive Shop (1.3
miles below the forks confluence).
Fishers may use chinook mesh (6
¼ to 7 inch) or pink mesh (5 inch)
depending on which species they
want to target.
Coho fishing opens in Bellingham Bay (Area 7B) September 12
through October 23 on a weekly
basis from Sunday 4 pm to Saturday 4 pm. Minimum mesh size
for coho is 5 inches. The Nooksack River also opens for coho
Sunday September 12 (12:01
am or 4 pm, depending on area
fished), through 4 pm Saturday on
a weekly basis through October
23, although the 1.3 miles from
the confluence of the forks to the
Nooksack Automotive Shop will
remain closed through September 23 to protect holding spring
chinook.
Due to another weak chum

forecast, a reduced schedule is
planned for 2021. Bellingham Bay
(Area 7B) opens for commercial
chum during daylight hours (10
hours per day) on Monday and
Tuesday of each week from October 25 through December 14.
The Nooksack River is also open
for chum October 25 through
December on Mondays and Tuesdays, from 12:01 am through 10
am only, on both days. This is a
new schedule intended to allow
more time before Lummi Nation
opens downstream of us for 10hour daylight fisheries on Mondays and Tuesdays. Fishers will
have to fish either the bay (7B) or
the river (77B/77C) each week,
but not both. Fishers who intend
to fish the bay must notify the
Department prior to the start of
each week. There will be a single
day subsistence only fishery in the
river scheduled between November 1 and November 22 during
a period when the commercial
fishery is closed. There will also be
a C&S test fishery by a single boat
for 3-4 drifts per day, one day per
week between November 8 and
November 30. This fishery will be
coordinated by NNCR. Catch and
effort data will be shared among
co-managers, and the commercial
fisheries may expand or contract
based on these, as well as spawning ground counts, hatchery rack
counts, and the limited commercial fisheries.
The Area 7 (San Juan Islands)
and 7A (Point Roberts) Fraser
October 10 chum fishery is dependent on in-season run status
updates from Canadian Department of Fisheries and Oceans. The
Pacific Salmon Commission manages Fraser sockeye, and Fraser
Panel preseason forecasts suggest
there will be no commercial fishery in 2020, although in-season
updates will occur. ▫

Information and updates can be
found on the Tribal Hotline at
(360) 592-5140. Or call the Department’s Administrative Assistant, Tricia Cline at (360) 5925140.

Natural & Cultural Resources Department
2021-2022 Commercial
Fishing Permits, Vessel Permits,
and Hunting Tags
Available at the Natural Resources Department

Commercial Fishing Licenses Permits & Fees
All fishing permits expire annually on June 30th.
Fish buyers license expire annually December 31st.

PERMIT TYPE:

COST:

DECAL:

Commercial Fishing Permit

$20.00

CRAB

$20.00

C

SHRIMP

$20.00

S

SEA URCHINS

$20.00

SU

SEA CUCUMBERS

$20.00

SG

GEODUCKS

$20.00

G

FISHING ID

$5.00

FISHING BUYER LICENSE

Free

SUBSISTENCE

Free

NEW VESSEL REGISTRATION

$25.00

PER VESSEL

RENEWAL VESSEL REG.

$25.00

PER VESSEL

Hunting Tags
PERMIT TYPE:

COST: EXPIRATION:

DEER/ELK TAG

$10.00 EXP: FEB. 28TH ELDERS FREE

NOTE:

BAR/COUGAR/MTN. GOAT $15.00 EXP: AUG. 31

ELDERS FREE

418 ELK RAFFLE

$20.00

EVERYONE PAYS

LATE FEE

$10.00

EVERYONE PAYS

REPLACEMENT TAG FEE

$7.50

meaning: welcome!
Invite, an invitation. Such as in a
potlatch. Welcoming people. You
are welcome here.
Hear the Word of the Month at nooksacktribe.org

Nooksack Culture Program
Youth Mental
Health & COVID-19
Stay engaged by focusing on
maintaining relationships with friends
and loved ones, even if they’re virtual.
Connect with friends
through things like online
gaming, book clubs, or a
designated weekly video chat.
Turn on your camera when
you're in online school if you can seeing your teachers and peers,
and having them see you, is an
important way to maintain
connectedness.
Talk to the people you trust - friends,
family members, teachers or
counselors - about how you’re feeling.

Discover Pass
Discover Passes are required
at State Parks (free to Nooksack
Tribal members) and are available
at the Natural Resources Department.
Tribal Discover Passes do not
expire and are good forever. That
is why there is no expiration date
on them.
Yellow Discover Passes are the old
version. Please return it to NR for
a Green Pass.
The Discover Pass offers you
access to millions of acres of state
recreation lands in Washington,
including: More than 350 primitive recreation sites, including
campgrounds and picnic areas.
Nearly 700 water-access points.
Nearly 2,000 miles of designated
water and land recreation trails.

tl’a7áshen

Keep up good physical health - keep
up a routine, even if it’s a different
routine than you would normally have.
Exercise regularly: studies show
that even a small amount of
exercise every day can significantly
increase mental health. Try a walk, a
run, or a hike, or taking a bike ride.
Eat healthy foods, and try to avoid junk food.
Get enough sleep and maintain a regular
sleep schedule.

The Discover Pass is now required
for day visits to state parks and
also provides access to millions
of acres of state recreation lands,
including trailheads, wildlife and
natural areas, heritage sites, and
water-access points. One pass
can be transferred between two
vehicles. ▫

The dark winter weather can
add to Seasonal Affective
Disorder (SAD). Combat this by
getting outside every day, even if the
weather’s bad, and even if it’s for a short
amount of time. Natural light and fresh air
can ward off the effects of SAD.
Take a vitamin D supplement.
Low vitamin D levels may
enhance the effects of SAD.

Declining mental health has been a struggle for many
of us this past year. The effects of the pandemic have
been even harder for children and teens, who tend to
highly value social interactions and relationships.
Focus on the things you can control and help build your resilience by doing so.
Recognize what triggers
cause you to start feeling
anxious or depressed
Have a plan ready so you
can take quick action to
counter those triggers.
Use the tools you know work to
help calm your anxiety, like:
meditation,
taking a walk,
calling a friend, or
watching a favorite
episode of a show you like.
Trust your instincts if your thoughts
or feelings are getting
overwhelming.
If you need more help:
Your school counselor is available to
offer mental health assistance, and can
help with referrals for mental health
services, connecting with teachers, and
answering questions about managing
stress and school.
The Whatcom Care Crisis Line at 800584-3578 can connect you with a
licensed mental health professional,
24/7/365.
Teen Link is a helpline staffed by teens,
for teens. Call them at 866-TEENLINK
(833-6546).
The Trevor Project offers support
for LGBTQ youth. Call them at
1-866-488-7386 to talk to
a trained counselor.

Please find all COVID-19-related documents, including the Nooksack Clinic
Daily Public Health Memos at Nooksacktribe.org COVID-19 page.
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Education Department

Nooksack Library News
Charise Wenzl,
Tribal Education &
Academic Enrichment Manager

Greetings from the Nooksack
Tribal Library. Here are some new
releases we have in the library
that have arrived since the pandemic started. We also have several magazine subscriptions.

To help library staff and the
tribal members feel safe, we have
plexiglass barriers up between the
computer stations and installed
around the circulation desk. In
addition to those safety measures,
we have masks and hand sanitizer at all the entries and we take
a quick temperature when you
come in. We also have air purifiers
in each room to make sure our air
stays nice and healthy.

Where Are They Now?

Cain Zapata-tom

To insure a strong, prosperous,
and knowledgeable people, the
Nooksack Education Department
provides multiple services to support tribal members in pursuit of
their educational goals.
We’ll be highlighting over the
next few months some of the people who have directly benefited
from these programs as a way of
honoring their accomplishments
and creating awareness of the
services our department offers.
Cain Zapata-tom graduated
from the tribe’s Si:wesa:ylhem tset
Program in 2019. Here’s what he’s
been up to since then:
Well, I'll be honest, it's not like
I went straight for college after
I graduated. I first just found a
quick job at La Quinta Inns &
Suites as a laundry attendant.
Afterwards, I had a hiatus of doing
essentially nothing in terms of
education and employment. Soon
after I had realized that I couldn't
Page 6

be doing anything for myself, so I
went and filed out my paperwork
to enroll in Whatcom Community
College. But then the pandemic
hit right as I turned in my paperwork. The shutdowns and confusion resulted in a delay of my
educational goals. Once again, I
made the choice to put school on
hold, and got another job at an
undisclosed location. It's not that
I'm not proud of the job I have
now I just prefer to keep it to myself, unless you’ve seen me during
my shifts.
One thing that I've picked up
since graduation and am working
on is a sweet time machine -- a
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Ts’ simi Tó:lméls –
Nurturing Wisdom
Program
Marjorie Castillo Farquhar
Iweste’leq
(teacher)

Please look around your house
for any Nooksack Tribal Library
books. We have 34 overdue
books. These books are very popular and other children are waiting
for the books to come in. The
children checked out the books,
so they could be in a backpack
somewhere and forgotten about.
They are marked as our property
and have barcodes with the library’s name on them. Thank you
for looking! ▫

1985 Nissan 300ZX Z31 bone
stock with a 3-liter V6 engine,
T-tops, flip up head lights, 165
hp of fun, and it shouts "80's!".
This car has helped me make my
decision on what courses I'd like
to take when going to college and
my career path.
I just turned in transcripts and
application to BTC and hope I
can catch a course in automotive
mechanics or general machining.
I'm looking to get into what makes
everyday machines work and how
we can improve them. After I do
two years at BTC, I would love to
move down to Bellevue so I can
take physics classes at UW Bothell. The goal is to make a good
career out of the classes I take at
BTC and UW Bothell.
If there's one piece of advice
I’d give it’s to be open to others’
ideas, but at the same time, don't
be afraid to challenge them as
well. We all can benefit from
each other one way or another.
We need every single piece of
knowledge and information we
can get to not only help ourselves, but help others, too. ▫

What an amazing start it’s
been for us in the Lweste’leq
room, where kids from both
Nooksack and Mt. Baker School
Districts K-8 are coming to work
on homework and see cousins
and friends in-person. Everyone
was off for Spring Break and a
few days before, but things are
back to normal. We’re starting
to hear and see, as Keith likes to
say, little voices and smiling faces.
Combined with the beginning of
spring, you couldn’t ask for a better combination.
The teachers are working more
cooperatively to come up with
some ideas on how to engage the
students in hands-on learning,
something our Director, Donia Edwards, has encouraged since the
program began. We brainstormed
some ideas before Spring Break
that could work out on a smaller
scale during our time together.
Some of these include a talent
show, a virtual planetarium, and a
kids’ play -- so we’re looking forward to seeing more of your kids
on campus, soon!
Teacher Marjorie took off for
Spring Break, but is glad to be
back with gusto! She purchased
an abacus which she hopes to
teach her kids in order to improve
concentration, strengthen memory, and increase self-confidence.
Over the break she posted the
start of a lesson on counting in binary, a great way to begin understanding how computers count.
Also, after working with an 8th
grade student on a special assignment for a potential new course
at his school, she discovered that
kids are interested in things from
the past, such as the ham radio.
So, she’s attempting to revive
in the kids a passion for understanding things the way the older
generations used to.
We’re looking forward to seeing your kids back here at Timber
Ridge in the Ts’ simit Tó:lméls -Nurturing Wisdom Program. ▫

Education Department

Ts’ simit Tó:lméls – We’re Back!
Jaime Friedrich
Iweste’leq
(teacher)

Greetings Nooksack students
and families! It feels so great to
be back at Timber Ridge School,
watching the cherry blossoms
begin to pop, and lending a hand
in the campus garden. Thanks to
the beautiful weather we’ve been
having, I have been able to start
riding my bicycle to campus. I am
thoroughly enjoying greeting the
llamas and goats and taking in the
majestic mountain views every
morning.
Although schools are starting
to open back up and students
are returning to classrooms, the
teachers and I (not to mention
our amazing librarian and youth
department staff) are still available

for support here at Timber Ridge!
In the secondary program (junior
high and high schoolers), we are
supporting students in a variety of
ways. Some students are working
on recovering credits that they
missed this past year. Some students come to campus for one on
one tutoring from Teacher Jaime
in Math, Science, or her personal

favorite, English. And some students are working on Life Skills
tasks, like learning to cook a
recipe, plant a garden, or apply for
jobs.
Here at Timber Ridge, we know
that all of our Nooksack students
have diverse goals and needs, and
we are here to support you however we can. ▫

I am beyond grateful to have a
renewed contract as an Iweste’leq
(Teacher) in the Ts’ simit Tó:lméls
(Nurturing Wisdom) Program. It is
an honor to be able to continue
the important work of supporting Nooksack Tribal students and
families with distance learning
during this very strange year.
Since returning to the Program,

The Dean of Student Life at
Northwest Indian College has
announced the Dean’s and President’s list for the 2020-2021
Quarter. Congratulations to these
Nooksack Tribal members on their
outstanding achievement!

President’s List:

Hands-On Learning in the Ts’
simit Tó:lméls Program
Micha Camarillo
Iweste’leq
(teacher)

Northwest
Indian College
Dean’s and
President’s List

I have begun to support mostly
pre-kindergarten and primary
elementary students. In working
with these students, a major focus
has been on establishing a daily
routine. Within this routine, students have been learning about
the days of the week, the months
of year, the seasons, the weather,
and emotions. Daily routines are
an effective way to provide structure and a sense of security for all
people, but especially children.
Another major focus has been
to create more hands-on learning opportunities for students
related to STEM (Science, Tech-

This distinction is limited to students who earn a quarterly grade
point average of 4.0 and must be
enrolled in 12 or more credits to
be eligible for the President’s list:
• Rikki Auguston
• Carmen Cooper
• Karlee Cooper
• Victoria Joe
• Jamie Johnson
• Kayshish Pichette-Cline

Dean’s List:

This distinction is limited to students who earn a quarterly grade
point average of 3.5 to 3.99 and
must be enrolled in 12 or more
credits to be eligible for the
Dean’s List:
• Stewart Roberts

Class of 2021
Graduation

nology, Engineering and Math).
Hands-on learning opportunities
are often highly engaging and
motivating which can result in
powerful learning. To spearhead
this focus with the help of students and staff, I have begun to
create a school garden at Timber
Ridge. This garden will serve as
the foothold for numerous learning opportunities and lessons this
spring and summer. As the days
get longer and warmer, the plants
that grow from the garden will be
able to be enjoyed by our eyes as
well as our taste buds. ▫

The S’iì:wesaì:ylhem tset Program is planning and hosting this
year’s graduation recognition
ceremony. The date of the celebration will be in July. Please note
it may be virtual.
If you know a high school/
GED, college, or university enrolled Nooksack Tribal member
who will graduate by June 2021,
please send Jessica Williams the
students’ name and contact information, preferably email address.
Deadline to inform the Education Department to be included in
the 2021 graduation recognition
list is June 28th at 4:30 p.m.
For further information and
to inform Jessica of a graduate
candidate, email Jessica.Williams@
nooksack-nsn.gov or (360)9669696. ▫
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Health Department

Nooksack Tribe Hosts 5-Day Public
COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic
...Continued from pg. 1

clinic, all Nooksack Tribal members were prioritized for receiving
the vaccine.
The community expressed their
gratitude to the tribe for hosting
the event. Grateful vaccine recipients reached out for ways to make
donations or give food to the
Nooksack Food Bank.
“Thank you so much for vaccinating my daughter today,” writes
Tina Searle. “I appreciate your
tribe so much and your generosi-
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ty.”
The COVID-19 pandemic has
stretched essential staff capacities
in new ways over the past year.
“It’s amazing to me that people
are so selfless to put themselves
in harms way since the very beginning,” says Dr. Frank James. “I have
so much gratitude.”
For now, the Nooksack Health
Clinic would like to focus on vaccinating the remaining Nooksack
Tribal members and general health
care of its members. ▫
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SpaceX Highlights Nooksack
Tribe in Starlink Launch
On the live-streamed launch
April 7, 2021, SpaceX highlighted Nooksack’s partnership with
the Starlink program during the
satellite launch. Check out the
Nooksack Tribe mention starting
at about minute 5:40.
“The Nooksack tribal council is
providing more than 100 households in their community, with

Starlink service, who had been
negatively impacted by not having
internet during the pandemic,”
SpaceX lead engineer Jessie Anderson said. “These families began
to receive service last month and
are now able to use the internet
for work, school and even access
telemedicine.” ▫

Fentanyl Overdoses
and Carfentanyl
Mike Ashby,
Chief of Nooksack
Police

Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid
that is inexpensive to produce and
is often manufactured in labs in
Asia. It comes in a powder form
and is often added to counterfeit OxyContin, Xanax, Percocet,
heroin, and meth. It appears as a
normal pill, powder or rock, but is
much stronger than actual prescription pills or other substances. These counterfeit pills and
adulterated substances are often
produced in Mexico and smuggled
into the United States for sale.
They are produced by cartels and
are unregulated as to purity or
percentage of fentanyl per tablet.
Counterfeit pills can vary widely
as to the actual amount of fentanyl, which is deadly.
In 2018 the first cases of fentanyl pills were seen in Whatcom
County as “M30’s”. In 2019 four
fentanyl deaths were observed
due to overdose. In 2020, there
were twenty-three fentanyl overdose deaths in Whatcom County.
Page 10

In just the first three months of
2021 there have been eleven
fentanyl overdose deaths here.
In some of those deaths a new
chemical was also observed at
autopsy, carfentanyl.
Carfentanyl is often used medically, as an elephant tranquilizer. It
is 10,000 times more potent than
morphine and at least 100 times
stronger than fentanyl. A single
dose of carfentanyl, the size of the
head of a pin, can be lethal. Many
street level buyers of opiates have
no idea that they are purchasing
counterfeit oxycodone, Percocet,
or Xanax pills, that could contain
fentanyl or carfentanyl.
The bottom line is that anytime
you are taking medication not
proscribed to you by your doctor,
you are taking your life in your
hands. There are too many counterfeit medications being produced and sold on the streets to
take the chance. Please only take
medications provided to you, by
your own doctor.
The Nooksack Tribal Police
Department maintains a medicine
drop off box in our lobby. Anyone
can drop off any medications in
the box, no questions asked. ▫
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Nooksack Diabetes Program
Sponsors Urban Poling
Urban Poling, also known as
Nordic walking, is a fun and easyto-learn full-body activity. Supported by more than 300 research
studies, urban poling programs
have been active in indigenous
communities across Canada for
years and is now available in the
US.
The Nooksack Diabetes Program is sponsoring Urban Poling
in the Nooksack community.
Nooksack Fitness Program staff
are offering 3 introductory classes
during the month of May. This is
why you will Love Urban Poling:
• It helps balance your blood
sugar. The full-body workout
helps keep blood sugars in a
healthy range.
• Your knees and hips will thank
you. The poles let you offload

weight from lower body joints
into your upper body. You walk
further, faster, or even painfree.
• It revs up calorie burning. Research proves it: urban poling
burns up to 46 percent more
calories than standard walking.
You’ll also tone your core and
upper body as the poles propel
you forward.
• It’s a fun social workout. Invite
family members and friends
to experience all of the health
benefits with you! And more…
Contact Barb Himes at 360966-2106, Margaret Tumangday
at mtumangday@nooksack-nsn.
gov, or kstapp@nooksack-nsn.gov
if you are interested in attending
and/or have further questions. ▫

Overdose Spike During
the Pandemic
Overdose deaths in the U.S. grew steadily for years, spiking last year
amid the COVID-19 pandemic. More than 85,000 people died from
drug overdoses in the 12 months ending in August, the most of any
year on record, according to Provisional data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Fentanyl: What is it?
Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid that is 80-100 times stronger than
morphine. Pharmaceutical fentanyl was developed for pain management treatment of cancer patients, applied in a patch on the skin.
Because of its powerful opioid properties, Fentanyl is also diverted for
abuse. Fentanyl is added to heroin to increase its potency, or be disguised as highly potent heroin. Many users believe that they are purchasing heroin and actually don’t know that they are purchasing fentanyl – which often results in overdose deaths. Clandestinely-produced
fentanyl is primarily manufactured in Mexico.
Illegal fentanyl is sold in the following forms: as a powder, dropped
on blotter paper like small candies, in eye droppers or nasal sprays, or
made into pills that look like real prescription opioids, cocaine, heroin,
methamphetamine, and MDMA. This is especially dangerous because
people are often unaware that fentanyl has been added.

NIHA Annual Spring
Cleanup Event
The Nooksack Tribe and the
Nooksack Housing Department
are good stewards of clean water and protecting the earth, and
therefore wish to keep our housing sites clean.
Nooksack Indian Housing
Authority (NIHA) hopes to contribute to the health and safety of
the community. The annual spring
cleanup is a great way for tenants
to evaluate and organize their
homes.
Each year Nooksack’s Lisa Cooper, housing case manager, leads
the event by partnering NIHA
maintenance, Sanitary Services
Company, and Nooksack Valley
Disposal for the annual clean
up event. At this point, Lisa has
several years of experience with
helping tenants with spring cleanup! ▫

Nooksack Housing Welcomes:
Angela Letoi, Second Case Manager

Lisa Cooper, Housing Case Manager

Note from
Housing:
You can contact Josephine for
resident payments. Call Housing
at 360-592-5163. Please note
during the COVID-19 pandemic,
Nooksack Housing is not doing
late fee assessments or delinquency notices.

THE INCREDIBLE YEARS

®

Angela Letoi is a Nooksack
Tribal member. She moved back
to the community three years
ago to begin a new life with her
soul mate, Tulaga Letoi. She is a
mother of six and a grandmother
of one beautiful boy, Braxton.
She practices her culture by participating in winter ceremonies
and by her recent apprenticeship
of storytelling. She will continue
working on her bachelor’s degree in the fall and she is looking
forward to serving her community once again in the capacity

of Nooksack Housing Authority,
Case Manager. ▫

Nooksack Housing Welcomes:
Josephine Grant, New Housing Accountant
Okay! Sheesh I’ve been here
9 years already. I started as an
Emergency Temp. Elders Driver
Jan. 30, 2012. Then I got hired
on full time March 19, 2012.
October 26, 2015, I transferred
to Human Resources, until I
moved her to Housing Jan. 11,
2021. I’m enrolled member of
the Musqueam Indian Band. Our
canoe club it the 55 Canoe Club
skippered by Kevin K. Roberts. ▫

*Funded by Washington State Health Care Authority through collaboration with Mt. Baker Community Coalition

FREE EVIDENCE-BASED PARENTING GROUP FOR
PARENTS OF CHILDREN AGES 2 TO 8 YEARS

gOAL

Promote parenting
competencies,
improve skills and
strengthen
families.

M a y 1 2 - s e p t. 8
Learn how to:

Practice positive parenting approaches
Boost academic success, reading comprehension
and school readiness
Promote positive behaviors using effective
discipline techniques
Feel more connected as a family
Establish clear, predictable routines and
household rules

Wednesday evenings
5:30-7:30 pm
All groups are held virtually
over Zoom.
For more information about
eligibility or registration, call Kari
at (360) 603-0129 or email
kpendray@brigidcollins.org.
TTY: (360)734-4616

To register to attend, please visit

www.parenting-academy.org/incredible-years

Nooksack Labor Pool
The Nooksack Tribe is
building a labor pool for
tribal members who would
like to be considered for
on-call labor work, that
could include:
• Special clean-up projects
• Landscaping & ditch
projects
• Special moving projects
• Building projects
• Vehicle Detailing
• General laborer

Visit nooksacktribe.org
to apply for the labor pool
or apply at the Nooksack
Administration Office.
Wages will vary depending on job. Drug test &
background check required
upon hire. ▫
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Nooksack Clinic Receives VA
Reimbursements for Services
Provide to Veterans
Cara McCoy,
Veterans Manager

Nooksack Health Clinic has
an agreement with the Department of Veteran Affairs. All Native
Veterans that receive services at
any of the Nooksack facilities may
be billed to VA for reimbursement.
VA is billed secondary to any other
insurance people may have.
Nooksack was the first Tribe in
Washington to have this agree-

ment with VA.
For the clinic to be reimbursed,
Veterans must be signed up with
VA Health. Please let the clinic
know you are a Veteran. If you
are not signed up, you can go to
www.va.org or stop by the Veterans office. We can help you
complete the application.
Signing up for VA Health Benefits does not limit where you can
receive care.
Call Cara at 360-592-5176
x3303 or Candace at x3405. ▫

Honoring Wendell Harry Fidele
In honor of Memorial Day
Information provided by Bob Solomon, nephew of Wendell H. Fidele
Wendell Harry Fidele, better
known as Wendell H., Nooksack
Tribal member, was born October
28, 1921 in Whatcom County. He
was the only son of Esther Johnnie
Fidele and Fred Harry Fidele.
Wendell H. was an honor student who was active in baseball,
boxing, and football. He graduated
from Mt. Baker High School in
June 1942. He attended Columbia
University in Missouri to better
prepare himself to serve his country, and obtained a certificate for
diesel engineering.
At 20 years old, Wendell H.
volunteered for the U.S. Naval
Reserves. He was a Water Tender
3rd Class Petty Officer assigned
to the USS Pringle (DD-477).
April 16, 1945 the USS Pringle
was attacked by a Japanese Ka-
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mikaze near Okinawa. Sixty-nine
men were killed and seventy were
wounded. Wendell H. paid the
ultimate sacrifice for our country.
Water Tender 3rd Class Petty Officer Fidele gave his life in
service of his country that day on
the USS Pringle. He was awarded World War II Victory Medal,
Combat Action Ribbon, American
Campaign Medal, Navy Good
Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific
Campaign Medical, Navy Expeditionary, the Purple Heart, and a
Memorial Citation from the President of United States of America.
American Legion Post 83 is
named after Wendell H. Fidele.
Wendell H. Fidele is one of many
Veterans honored on the Veterans
Memorial Wall in Whatcom County. For more information about
USS Pringle, visit usspringle.org. ▫
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Join Veterans and families this
Memorial Day to commemorate
those who died while in the military service for their country, particularly those who died in battle.
Get involved:
1. Memorial Day Remembrance
Parade: Friday May 28, 2021
at 12:00, Nooksack Administrative Office 5016 Deming
Road. Veterans are invited
to participate in the drive-by
parade, while family members
and supporters stand by. Who
will be in parade? Veterans and
family members of Veterans
that have passed will drive
through the parade. Decorate
your car. Write names of Veterans you want to honor and
place on your vehicle. Meet
at 11:30 in front of the Nooksack Administrative Office.
Who will support the parade?
Supporters, stand on the
parade route to help us honor
Veterans that have made the
ultimate sacrifice. Wave flags,
posters, or banners. Begin
lining up at the sidelines at
11:30.
2. Send photos for Memorial
Day video: To honor those
who have passed, please send
photos for inclusion in a spe-

cial Memorial Day video. Staff
would be grateful to include
your photos. You can email or
drop by the office to have your
images scanned. Contact Cara
McCoy. Deadline for submissions is May 4, 2021.
3. Volunteer to place flags on
graves: The Nooksack Veterans
Program is looking for volunteers to place flags on graves
of Veterans on May 28th at 9
am before our Remembrance
Parade at noon. Volunteers are
also need to remove flags. The
Veterans Program will provide
flags, names, and locations. To
volunteer contact Cara McCoy.
Contact: Veterans Program
Cara McCoy, Manager 360-7469042 | cmccoy@nooksack-nsn.gov
Candace Kelly, Coordinator 360592-5176 | ckelly@nooksack-nsn.
gov ▫

Economic Development & Planning
Individual Indian Money Accounts

Ross Cline Jr.,
Planning Manager

As many of you know, we here
at the Economic Development
& Planning Department (EDP)
serve the community, and some
of what we do is help with Land/
Allotment information. Some of
this information ties into Individual Indian Money (IIM) accounts.
These types of accounts are
administered by the Bureau of
Trust Funds Administration (BTFA)
these are typically funds that
come from Timber sales or BIA
Land Leases and often times people move and the BTFA needs to
send payment or other important
information to these people.
One way they do this is to put
these people on a Whereabouts
Unknown (WAU) list. Currently
there are about 57 people listed
for the Nooksack Tribe. Please be
aware that even though people
may not be enrolled Nooksack
they can be listed for Nooksack.
There are times when a person
from another tribe inherited land
in the Nooksack areas.

If you fit into such a category it
is best to search other tribes in
which you may have Trust Interests in. If you have access to a
computer or smart device you can
visit the WAU website to search
by your name or search by your
tribe. If you do not have access to
a computer or smart device you
can reach out to Ross Cline Jr. or
any of the EDP team members
here at NIT EDP and we can help
get the forms for you to complete.
Often times there are people on
this list that have passed away.
The process for these accounts
will have to go through the BIA
probate process and will take
longer to complete. The website is
www.doi.gov/ost/wau. The disbursement and change of address
form can also be found on the
Economic Development & Planning webpage.
Again, your EDP team is:
Donovan Sather: EDP Director
Ross Cline Jr: Planning Manager
Ed Kelly: Planner III
Clayton Roberts: Planning Tech
We can be reached Monday
through Friday (except closures)
during work hours (currently 10
am to 4 pm) at 360-592-0162. ▫

Washington State Department of Health

Water Bacteriological Analysis
Monthly Report from the Nooksack Water Department
Date Analyzed: April 7, 2021
Rutsatz Road
Total Coliform: Satisfactory, Coliforms Absent. E. Coli: Absent

Whispering Cedars
Total Coliform: Satisfactory, Coliforms Absent. E. Coli: Absent

Five Cedars
Total Coliform: Satisfactory, Coliforms Absent. E. Coli: Absent

Sulwhanon
Total Coliform: Satisfactory, Coliforms Absent. E. Coli: Absent

Whatcom County
Transportation Survey:
What Moves You?

Whatcom Council of Governments, the federal and state-designated transportation planning
organization of our region’s local
governments and transportation
agencies, will be adopting an updated long-range (20-year) transportation plan in 2022.

This process begins with you!
A lot has changed since the
last plan update in 2017. Societal
context, environmental conditions,
a global pandemic, financial and
economic uncertainties, and continuous technological evolution
have all contributed to the priorities and concerns we have today

compared to five years ago. To
best understand what our region’s
current goals and priorities are,
we need to hear from as many of
our region’s community members
as possible.
Please help our elected representatives prioritize transportation investments for our growing
region. Your input will guide the
ways our region provides transportation over the next twenty
years. ▫

Take the survey on the
Whatcom Council of Governments website at wcog.org
before May 31, 2021.
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Remembering
Bernita Cecelia Antoine
Per the request of the family

“Thalatchelwet” passed away
peacefully in her home in Bellingham, on March 11, 2021 surrounded by her family.
Bernita was born on September 4, 1932 in Bellingham, WA
and was the third eldest daughter
of Sindick and Susan (Malloway)
Jimmy. September 14, 1952, Bernita married Julian Enerio Antoine,
who immigrated from the Philippines. They settled on Vashon
Island in a beautiful home to
raise their growing family. Julian
established a profitable strawberry farm that involved the whole
family. After their children were
raised Bernita found an interest in
teaching. She was approached by
the chairman of the Puyallup Tribe
to take a job at the daycare. She
was sent for vocational training in
Early Childhood Education.
Bernita taught at the Puyallup
Tribe as a teacher aide and worked
her way up to the Culture Instructor. Bernita taught at the Vashon
Island Montessori school for 1
year before it closed. She took
an interest in how children were
taught and learned, and decided

to take courses at the Montessori
Northwest School in Portland, OR.
Bernita decided to move back to
Bellingham and became the director of the Nooksack Tribe Head
Start program. Unfortunately, the
tribe didn’t have the funds to purchase any Montessori equipment,
but that didn’t discourage her
– she continued the Montessori
“style” of training. After Bernita
left Nooksack Head Start, it did
not take her long to obtain a job
with the Lummi Tribe as a Head
Teacher. She loved working with
children. She taught a few years
until her husband passed away in
1992. In 2004 Bernita had a home
built on the land that her parents
gave her, known as Goshen Rd,
and lived there the rest of her life.
Bernita’s mother taught her
how to make cedar baskets, clean
and spin wool, and knit sweaters
and socks. She continued to pass
these same skills on to her children and other members of the
Nooksack Tribe. She loved being
around her family. They brought
her a great deal of joy and love to
her life. She was one of the eldest
living members of the Nooksack

tribe at her passing. Bernita Cecelia Jimmy Antoine was a much
loved and respected Elder in her
Native community. Bernita was
laid to rest next to husband, Julian
on Vashon Island.
She was preceded in death by
her husband Julian Enerio Antoine,
her father, Sindick Jimmy, mother,
Susan Malloway Jimmy, brother Charles Jimmy, sisters, Marie
Villanueva, Pearl Pink and Betty
Phelps. The morning of her passing three eagles were seen flying
from her bedroom window. As she
was being taken away the three
eagles were seen again flying over
her house watching her take her

journey home.
Bernita is survived by her
six children and their spouses,
Rosita (Thalatchiya) and Bruce
Fox of Vashon Island, WA; Julie (Thalachemo:t) and Charles
Jefferson of Bellingham, WA;
Marcy (Thalatchelhot) and Les
Nakamura of Honolulu, HI; Greg
(Eloliya Qwemilqelalh) Antoine
of Vashon Island, WA; Luning
(Thalatchteno:t) and Ron Barzilli
of Los Angeles, CA; and Leneta
(Thalatchelwet) and Rob Wood
of Los Angeles, CA. Sisters, Arlee
June Cueva and Elsie Witt both of
Bellingham, WA and many nieces and nephews. Bernita has 10
grandchildren, 16 great grandchildren and 2 great- great-grandchildren.
In a book written in 1995 by
Bernita to her children she left
this message: Children’s children
are the crown to the aged and
the parents are the pride of their
children. Proverbs 17:6
Her prayer for her children:
“Lord help me to cherish my
children for who they are, not
for what I expect them to be
and let me support their dreams
too, through all of their seasons
of change. May your love be the
thread that binds our family from
Generation to Generation.” ▫

Elders Building Open for Lunch
Nooksack Indian Tribe| Elders Program
_________________________________

…..Grocery Shopping Trips…..
The Nooksack Indian Tribe Elders Program will be offering
grocery shopping trips four times a month for elders in need of
transportation, that live within the Deming/Everson Area. These
will take place on both Tuesday and Thursday every two weeks.
Shopping trips will be added to the calendars starting the last
week of April.

Due to the current COVID-19 Pandemic in place, we
will be implementing the following rules:
▪ Van drivers will clean and sanitize vans prior to and after pick-ups.
▪ Van drivers will transport no more than 5 people per van, including the
driver - this will ensure spaced seating
▪ Elders will be screened before entering vans. This includes temperature
checks and a health questionnaire
▪ Elders must remain masked while in the vans and grocery stores
▪ All staff will remain masked and practice social distancing while working
▪ Elders must provide verification of COVID-19 vaccination

For trip information, or to be added to the
participation list, please call Sherie Johnny:
360-592-0135
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Beginning May 3 -- The safety of
our elders will continue to be our
main priority. Please notice the
safety measures we will be implementing to ensure a safe and
healthy lunch location for our elders upon reopening. The current
program of lunch deliveries ends
April 30, 2021.
Safety Guidelines:
• Van drivers will clean and
sanitize vans prior to and after
pick-ups.
• Van drivers will transport no
more than 5 Elders per van this will ensure spaced seating
• Elders will be screened before
entering vans and buildings
- this includes temperature
checks and a health questionnaire
• All staff will remain masked
and practice social distancing
while working
• Kitchen staff will clean and
sanitize all areas of the building

•

•

•

•

•

prior to and after lunches.
Elders may sit no more than
4 to a table - 2 per side, and
wear masks when not eating
20 Elders allowed in the building at one time. Nooksack Tribal Elders only at this time.
Elders may choose to serve
themselves, or have a staff
member serve them.
Lunch service will go per
table, with staff ensuring safe
distance while lunch is being
served
ALL elders must provide verification of COVID-19 vaccination

If you are wanting to grab a
lunch to go, please contact the elders building the day before lunch
pick up or before 9:00 am the day
of. We cannot take any request
after 9:00 am. Nooksack Social
Services 360-592-0135. Elders
Building 360-592-0100. ▫

Nooksack New Hires

Nooksack Indian Tribe

E m p l oy e e S p o t l i g h t
Dr. Frank James

Margaret Smith
Dwight Johnson
Angela LeToi

RN
TGA IT Administrator
Housing Case Manager

Nooksack Public
Health Officer
Dr. James has been the Health Officer for Nooksack since ‘07. He has also been the Health Officer
for San Juan County for many years. He has been a
Clinical Assistant Professor at the University of Washington School of Public Health since ‘92. He more
recently was appointed Adjunct Professor of Global
Health at Yang Ming University School of Medicine in
Taipei, Taiwan. Dr. James also serves on the Board of
Directors of Jhamtse International, the Institute for
Village Studies and Responsible Development. He was
on the Board of Directors for ReSources for 5 years.
For a decade Frank was a Primary Investigator for
a prostate cancer prevention trial at St Joseph Hospital. For nearly 10 years Dr. James was the medical
director of Unity Care Family Health Center, a local
community clinic that provides care to thousands of
families on a sliding fee scale. He was also the Whatcom County Health Officer for nearly a decade in the
1990’s. He has been the President of the University of
Washington Medical Student Association, the National Vice-President of the American Medical Students
Association and President of the Whatcom County
Medical Society.
Frank is the father of four: Paul James teaches at
WWU, Sierra James is the Executive Director of the
Whatcom Center for Early Learning, Matthias James is
an MD at St Joseph, and TaiMing is 16 and a junior at
Sehome High School. Dr. James’ bride Jiasong Yuen is
a native of Hong Kong who was educated in the UK,
Canada and the US does international recruitment for
global technology startups for venture capital firms.
He has 8 grandchildren.
The entire family love to hike, ski, canoe, paddle
board and get outdoors whenever they can.

Nooksack

Elders’ Lunch Menu
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

3
Beef Hot Dog
Potato Salad
Chili
Ice Cream with
Berries

4
BBQ Chicken
Mac Salad
Beans
Cookies

5
Ham
Eggs
Hash Browns
French Toast
Fresh Fruit

6
Goulash
Broccoli
Wheat Bun
Cottage Cheese &
Fruit

7
Food Bank
Baked Fish
Oven Browned
Potatoes
Green Beans
Canned Peaches

May 2021 Automotive Department
Tribal Holidays
Tribal Offices will be
closed on the following
days in 2021:

Jan. 1 New Year’s Day
11
12
10
13
14
Jan. 18 MLK Day
Commodity Day Biscuits & Gravy
Shrimp Alfredo
Taco Salad
Tuna Sandwich
Jan. 22 Treaty Day
Beef Stew
Sausage
Vegetables
Hamburger,
Chips
Creamy Cucumber
Boiled Egg
Roll
Cheese,
Clam Chowder
Feb. 15 Presidents’ Day
Salad
Applesauce
Apple
Lettuce, Tomatoes
Banana
Mar. 9 Billy Frank Jr. Day
Roll
Sour Cream
Apr. 22 Mother Earth Day
Chips & Salsa
Banana
Orange
May 31 Memorial Day
Jul. 5 for Independence D.
21
18
17
19
20
Tuna Casserole
Deluxe Burgers
Pork Roast
Chicken Adobo Swedish Meatballs Sep. 3 Fri Before Labor D.
Steamed Veggies Mashed Potatoes Steamed Veggies Over Egg Noodle Sep. 6 Labor Day
Chili
Steamed Veggies
Fruit Crisp
Chips
Gravy
Rice
Sep. 24 Governance Day
Sugar Free
Cantaloupe
Green Beans
Coleslaw
Pudding
Apple Sauce
Orange Jell-O with
Oct. 11 Coast Salish Day
Fruit
Nov. 11 Veterans Day
Nov. 25 Thanksgiving Day
25
Nov. 26 D/A Thanksgiving
24
26
27
28
Pancakes
Taco Bar
Roast Beef Dip on Teriyaki Chicken
BBQ Fish
Dec. 20 - 23 Admin Leave
Bacon
Chicken
French Roll
Rice
Boiled Potatoes
Dec. 24 for Christmas
Eggs
Cheese
Baby Carrots
Pork & Beans
Spinach Pasta
Berries w/
Lettuce & Tomato
Fruited Jell-O Salad
Fruit
Salad
Dec. 31 for New Year’s
Chips & Salsa
Fruit

31
Spaghetti and
Meatballs
Garlic Bread
Citrus Salad

Whipped Cream

Clam chowder
Cookies

Every Day: Fresh
green salad and
fresh fruit

No side salads
when we are
serving taco
salads or chefs
salad

Free Heater System
Check with Oil Change
•
•
•
•
•

All technicians ASE Certified
Quality repairs guaranteed
HD trucks, cycles, boats &
equipment
Welding and fabrication
Towing services available
Services include: Oil (up to 5
quarts), Lube, New Oil Filter,
Refill of Window Washer

Plus:
• Air filters
• Power steering fluid
• Tire pressure
• Transmission fluid
• Visual check of break pads,
lights, turn signals, break
lights, etc.
Nooksack Automotive
4975 G Deming Road
Deming, WA 98244
(360) 306-5756

SNEE-NEE-CHUM MAY 2021

Page 15

Need assistance preventing
homelessness?

Tiffani Zamudio I Homelessness Resource Manager
360-592-0135 or tzamudio@nooksack-nsn.gov

Medical Drug

Drop Box
Nooksack Tribal
Police Department
Lobby

Nooksack Tribal Offices Closed

May 31
for Memorial Day

Administrative Contacts

Tribal Council Office….........................................................(360) 592-5164
Tribal Council Fax…...............................................................(360) 592-4506
Administrative Office Main…..............................................(360) 592-5176
Administrative Fax…...............................................................(360) 592-2125
Human Resources................................................................(360) 592-5176
Emergency & Risk Management….....................................(360) 592-HELP (4357)
Early Childhood Education (Director: Alicia Allard)
Head Start - Deming….........................................................(360) 592-0141
Head Start - Everson…… .....................................................(360) 966-0523
Education (Director: Donia Edwards)
Education Main Office … .................................................(360) 966-2043
Youth Program …… ............................... ...............................(360) 966-2043
Health Services (Director: Lona Johnson)
Behavioral Health …..............................................................(360) 966-2376
Dental Clinic ….........................................................................(360) 306-5151
Genesis II Office (Manager: Rick George)....................(360)-398-6399
Medical Clinic…......................................................................(360) 966-2106
Medical Business Office… ................................................(360) 966-7704
Law Enforcement (Police Chief: Mike Ashby)
Police Department ….............................................................(360) 592-9065
Natural & Cultural Resources
Natural Resources (Dir: George Swanaset, Jr.)............(360) 592-5176
Fishing and Shellfish Fisheries Hotline .........................(360) 592-5140
Cultural Resources…...............................................................(360) 306-5759
Social Services (Director: Heidi Davis)..........................(360) 592-0135
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Elders Office …........................................................................(360) 592-0100
TANF - Deming…...................................................................(360) 592-0135
TANF - Skagit…… ...................................................................(360) 848-1758
GED Office Nooksack…......................................................(360) 592-0135 ext. 3425
GED Office Skagit… ..........................................................(360) 848-1758
Homelessness Resource Mgr (Tiffani Zamudio)........(360-592-0135
Youth & Family Services (Dir: Katrice Rodriguez) ....(360) 306-5090
Domestic Violence Office … ............................................(360) 592-5176
DV Emergency Hotline… ..................................................(360) 592-4164
Other Services
Auto Shop… ….......................................................................(360) 306-5756
Child Support (Director: Ken Levinson)........................(360) 306-5090
Economic Development & Planning
(Director: Donovan Sather)…………………………………..(360) 592-0162
Enrollment Office (Dir: Roy Bailey) ...............................(360) 592-0135
Facilities & Maintenance (Dir: Richard Edwards)…......(360) 592-0162
Housing Authority Office (Dir: Malori Klushkan.......(360) 592-5163
Mí sq’ eq’ ó Community Building…………......................(360) 966-9153
North Intertribal Vocational
Rehabilitation Program ….....................................................(360) 592-5176 x1048
Tribal Court Fax…...................................................................(360) 306-5181
Tribal Court…...........................................................................(360) 306-5125
Tribal Gaming .......................................................................(360) 592-5472
Tribal Veterans Program (Mgr. Cara McCoy)...............(360) 592-5176
Casino & Market Center
Nooksack Northwood Casino…........................................(360) 734-5101
Toll free ….................................................................................(877) 777-9847
Nooksack Market Center…................................................(360) 592-5864

