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Nooksack Tribe
Prevails in Dispute
Over Tribal Court
Federal Court Dismisses
Case for Failure to Respect
Tribal Court
Deming, WA, June 3, 2021.
The Chairman of the Nooksack
Indian Tribe, Ross Cline, Sr., has
announced today that the federal court in Seattle has dismissed
a case against the Nooksack
Indian Tribe because a former
tribal member failed to pursue
her claims in the Nooksack Tribal
Court. The federal court decision
was based on the fact that the
former tribal member had potential remedies under Nooksack
Continued pg. 2...

NOOKSACK INDIAN TRIBE
We are a tribe located in our ancestral homeland in the northwest
corner of Washington State. Our
name comes from a place name in
our language and translates to “always bracken fern roots,” which illustrates our close ties to our land
and the resources that continue to
give strength to our people. Our
tribe is located in Deming, Washington, nestled amongst majestic
mountains, lush forest, and the
meandering and dynamic Nooksack River. Here in this scenic
locale, we maintain a Tribal Council and Tribal Government. Both
our Council and Government work
to create a better future for every
Nooksack and ensure our tribe’s
sovereignty.
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tribal law that she had failed to
pursue.
Because the Nooksack Tribe’s
governing authority has been reconfirmed by the U.S. Department
of the Interior, the federal court
concluded the Nooksack Tribal
Court is a valid, functioning court
and that the former tribal member must pursue her claims there
instead of in federal court. The
BIA has repeatedly reaffirmed that
the Nooksack Tribe remains in
good standing. In a September 18,
2019 letter addressed to Whatcom County, the BIA Northwest
Regional Director Bryan Mercier
affirmed that the BIA recognizes
the Nooksack Indian Tribe’s system of governance and all “actions
and operations of the duly elected
Tribal Council.” Director Mercier
went on to state that the Nooksack Tribal Council is authorized
to receive a “broad spectrum of
services directly or through con-

tracts, grants, or compacts …”
The former tribal member
argued that the Nooksack Indian
Tribe lacked jurisdiction over her
because she lived on tribal trust
land outside the Nooksack Reservation. The federal court rejected
this argument, noting that federal
courts and even Washington state
courts agree that the Tribe has
criminal jurisdiction over off-reservation trust lands. The former
tribal member had also relinquished enrollment in the Nooksack Indian Tribe in an effort to
escape responsibility for refusing
to comply with a Nooksack Tribal
Court order for child visitation.
After more than a dozen violations
of the tribal court order, she was
arrested. She then filed several
lawsuits against the Tribe, against
Whatcom County and against the
police officers who served her
with the court warrant. The federal court was not impressed with
her conduct and dismissed her
case in September 2020, and she
repeatedly asked for the court to
reconsider. The federal court has
finally refused, and she now must
face the tribal court. ▫

American Rescue
Plan Act COVID-19
Assistance

The American Rescue Plan Act
of 2021 emergency distribution
funds are available for all enrolled Nooksack Tribal members,
all ages, financially impacted by
COVID-19. Enrolled members
can fill out an application online
or by paper copy. A total of three
(3) distributions will take place
with the amount of $1,000 each,
or a total of $3,000 per enrolled
Tribal member. Distributions take
place 1.) June, 2.) late September,
and 3.) late December. The first of
three distributions were picked up
or mailed on June 24, 2021 for all
completed applications on file.
NOTE: All address changes need to be made with Tribal
Enrollment (360) 592-5176. The
address we have on file from
Enrollment is the address to which
the check will be sent. ▫

United States Supreme Court Holds That
Indian Tribes Retain the Inherent Power to
Police Non-Indians
Nooksack Tribal Council
Ross Cline, Sr., Chairman
Rick D. George, Vice-Chairman
Gary E. Kentner, Treasurer
Frank Leyva, Secretary
Bob Solomon, Council Member
Lona Johnson, Council Member
Ryawn Cline, Council Member
Roy Bailey, Council Member

How to Submit News to the
Snee-Nee-Chum Newsletter
Submit news, announcements, celebrations, or department updates for
consideration to Jade at jvantreese@
nooksack-nsn.gov. Items for the Aug.
newsletter are due July 16, 2021.
Questions? Call 360-592-5176
#3114.

Contains PCW
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On June 1, 2021, the U.S. Supreme Court issued United States
v. Cooley, which held that tribal
governments have the power to
search and temporarily detain
non-Indians suspected of breaking
federal or state laws within reservations. Cooley was arrested after
a tribal police officer noticed him
on the side of a federal highway
that runs through the Crow Indian Reservation in Montana. The
officer found evidence supporting
a federal drug and firearms prosecution. Cooley argued that the
tribal officer lacked the power to
detain and search him and that
the officer should have assessed
Cooley’s Indian status prior to taking any action, and then release
him upon realizing Cooley was a
non-Indian.
Several decades ago, the Supreme Court set out the general
rule that tribes no longer retain

inherent governmental powers
over non-Indians in Montana v.
United States. The Court identified two exceptions to the general
rule, one of which was relevant in
Cooley; that is, tribes retain power
over non-Indian conduct if that
conduct “threatens or has some
direct effect on the political integrity, the economic security, or
the health or welfare of the tribe.”
Separate from Montana, the Court
has also held, in cases wherein
“jurisdiction to try and punish an
offender rests outside the tribe,
tribal officers may exercise their
power to detain the offender and
transport him to the proper authorities.”
In this case, the power to
temporarily detain and search
non-Indians on tribal highways
is precisely the kind of authority
over non-Indians that tribes must
retain in order to protect against a

threat to their health and welfare.
Without the power to stop and
search non-Indians on tribal highways, Justice Breyer wrote for a
unanimous court, it would be “difficult for tribes to protect themselves against ongoing threats”
such as “non-Indian drunk drivers,
transporters of contraband, or
other criminal offenders operating
on roads within the boundaries of
a tribal reservation.”
Unfortunately, prior to the
issuance of the Supreme Court’s
opinion, the case was a reminder
of the challenges faced by tribes
through previous (and current)
legal challenges and the federal
government’s failure to adopt
more expansive legislation in support of tribal jurisdiction. Nonetheless, the decision is a great
re-affirmation of tribal powers to
police tribal lands and protect
tribal membership. ▫

Nooksack Tribe Campaign Clinic Adds Vaccination Data to
Whatcom County Numbers
Endorsements 2021

Whatcom County Council
1. At Large: Barry Buchanan. Barry
served on the Bellingham City
Council and has been on the
Whatcom County Council
since 2013. He’s a Democrat,
a navy vet, and his focus on
council has been criminal
justice reform. Website: www.
electbarry.com/
2. District 1: Kaylee Galloway.
Kaylee worked for Congresswoman DelBene and now is
Rep. Deb Lekanoff’s legislative
assistant. She will be able to
connect federal, state, and
local issues together and is
focused on climate, criminal
justice reforms, and housing.
Website: www.votekayleegalloway.com/
3. District 2: Todd Donovan. Todd
is political science professor at
WWU and has been a champion for water and environmental issues on the county
council. Website: www.donovanforwhatcom.org/
4. District 3: Rebecca Lewis. Rebecca lives in Deming and is a
middle school teacher in Sedro
Woolley. She writes, ‘District
Three is home to the Nooksack Tribe and the Nooksack
River. Over the last century,

the salmon in the Nooksack
River have greatly diminished. I
am committed to working with
the tribes and other agencies
on salmon recovery.’ Website:
www.lewisforwhatcom3.com/
Port of Bellingham
1. District 1: Michael Shepard.
Michael is a hardworking local
elected official. He’s married
with two kids, taught at NWIC
and currently teaches Anthropology at WWU. His focus has
been homeless housing and
environmental issues at the
Port. Website: https://shepard4port.com/
Bellingham City Council
1. At Large: Kristina Michele
Martens. Kristina is a realtor,
one of the leaders of the Black
Lives Matter movement in
Bellingham, and she started
the Racial Equity Commission.
Website: www.electkristina.
com/
2. Ward 2: Hollie Huthman. Hollie
was elected two years ago and
has been one of the more active city council members. She
has been focused on homeless
housing and downtown issues.

As of June, all COVID-19 vaccines administered by the Tribal
Clinic have been added to the
Washington Immunization Registry. Nooksack recently added
an additional 1,000+ vaccinated
individuals to Whatcom County
data. Patients and employees with
charts at the Clinic were already
eligible for statewide drawings.
Those that did not have charts
with the Tribe have now been offi-

cially entered with the state.
“I want to express my gratitude
to the Lummi Nation and Nooksack Tribe,” said Whatcom County
Executive Satpal Sidhu in a press
release. “You not only shared your
allocation of life-saving vaccines
but also dedicated hundreds of
hours of staff time to get shots in
arms. We will never forget your
kindness and generosity.” ▫

Honoring the Mass Grave of
Residential School Children
Found in Kamloops, BC

On June 5, 2021, i1uvit CrossFit hosted a daily workout in honor of the lives of the 215 Indigenous children found recently at
the unmarked mass grave at the
Kamloops Residential School, BC.
Several Nooksack Tribal members

attended to honor the innocent
children. The Nooksack Tribe also
distributed orange “Every Child
Matters” shirts on June 10th with
artwork by Artist Richie Seward III
to Tribal members and staff. ▫

Whatcom County’s First Tribally
Owned Cannabis Shop Opens
On June 21, 2021, Between
the Ferns Cannabis Company had
a soft open. Nooksack’s new 21+
business venture is owned and
operated by the Nooksack Tribe. It
is the first tribally owned cannabis
shop to open in Whatcom County. Between the Ferns opened
behind the Nooksack Market
Center on Mount Baker Highway
with about seven staff. As part of
opening promotions, members are

offered a 10% discount with their
Tribal ID for cannabis products
only. The discount is stackable
with other discounts. The soft
opening special is 20% off all cannabis products, subject to change.

Ross Cline Sr. was the first customer
of the day on June 21 during the soft
open.
SNEE-NEE-CHUM JULY 2021
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Natural & Cultural Resources Department

Improving Fish Passage Work Fulfilling the Culvert Case
Mike Maudlin, Forest and Fish Specialist/Restoration Geomorphologist

What is the “Culvert Case”?
The Culvert Case stems from
the 1974 decision in the lawsuit
U.S. v. Washington, that is known
as the Boldt Decision. In this and
subsequent rulings, the Stevens
Treaties of 1855 and 1856 were
interpreted as preserving for
tribes a right to catch up to half
the fish in their traditional waters
and made tribes co-managers of
fisheries with the state.
In 2001, the Nooksack Tribe
and twenty other tribes, joined
by the United States, sought a
determination that Washington
State had an obligation under the
treaties to preserve fish runs and
habitat sufficient for tribes to earn
a moderate living. This specifically targeted state-owned culverts
that impeded anadromous fish
passage. In 2007, the court ruled
that the culverts contributed to
a decline in the salmon runs and
ruled that the state was in violation of its treaty obligations.
In 2013, the court issued an
injunction ordering the state to

Before

address culverts that blocked a
significant length of habitat and
ordered the state to replace the
culverts with the highest impact
on fish habitat by 2030. The state
appealed this ruling to the U.S. Supreme Court, which affirmed the
previous decision. This decision
was a significant victory for Tribal
treaty rights because the right to
fish is now understood to include
the right to habitat suitable for
fish production.

Is the state meeting its obligation?
The injunction affects barriers on salmon streams that are
owned by the Department of
Transportation, the Department
of Natural Resources, the Fish and
Wildlife Department and Washington State Parks. The injunction
requires the state to repair culverts that block more than 200
meters (about 650 feet) of habitat
to reconnect 90% of the blocked
habitat across the culvert case
area by the year 2030. The remaining barriers can be deferred
until the pipe needs to be repaired
or replaced.

After

In the Nooksack Watershed
and the surrounding streams, the
state identified 82 barrier culverts
blocking approximately 125 miles
of anadromous habitat and 80 of
these are associated with state
highways. Of these 80 highway
culverts, 68 are considered significant barriers. The state is required to repair the blockages on
a “worst first” basis, which means
that they are prioritizing the culverts with the most habitat length
upstream of the culvert.
Since the state began working
on repairing barriers, the Department of Natural Resources has
addressed both of the remaining
non-highway barriers that were on
state-owned logging roads. The
Department of Transportation has
completed 12 projects that have
provided access to approximately
42% of the blocked habitat. There
are 16 additional sites that are in
the design phase and three sites
that will be completed in the summer of 2021 (Padden Creek crossing I-5 and State Route 11 in Bellingham, and Landingstrip Creek
crossing State Route 9 south of
Acme). These projects will address
approximately 80% of the blocked
habitat in the Nooksack Watershed and surrounding area.

What about other jurisdictions
and private lands?
An inventory of barriers in
Whatcom County identified 837
barriers in the county across all
jurisdictions and private lands and

noted that there were likely more
because not all sites could be visited. Since the Culvert Case only
covered state-owned barriers, it
left nearly 100 barriers owned by
the cities and more than 280 barriers owned by Whatcom County.
To date, progress on these barriers
has been slow. Whatcom County
is responsible for the vast majority
of the barriers in the Nooksack
watershed and surrounding area
and has addressed only a handful
since the culvert case, with a focus on addressing barriers where
there is an existing infrastructure
project. The County has also begun working to replace floodgates
along the river with new structures that can provide better fish
passage. The City of Bellingham
has addressed approximately 20
of the barriers associated with city
infrastructure. The pace of work
has increased recently and the city
has developed local funding to
address barriers and been successful in acquiring grant funding
for projects.
Large forest landowners agreed
to fix all fish passage barriers on
their properties by 2021 and are
on track to accomplish that in the
Nooksack watershed. Smaller private landowners have a variety of
programs they can use to fix fish
passage barriers on their property, through both agricultural and
forestry incentive programs. They
often partner with groups like the
Nooksack Salmon Enhancement
Association (NSEA) to improve
passage. NSEA estimates that
they have restored passage to 50
miles of habitat in the area working with landowners.
Continued pg. 5...

Recent culvert projects. Top: 2018
Hedrick Creek Project, Mount Baker
Highway at Hedrick Creek. Middle:
2019 Tawes Creek, Highway 9 at
Tawes Creek. Bottom: 2019 Van
Zandt Tributary to Tawes, Highway 9
at a tributary to Tawes Creek.
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Natural & Cultural Resources Department
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How is the Nooksack Natural
and Cultural Resources Department involved?
The Nooksack Natural and
Cultural Resources Department is
heavily involved in working with
the state on implementing culvert injunction. We participate in
monthly coordination meetings
with the Department of Transportation and provide key feedback
on project design and impact
mitigation to ensure the projects
are meeting our goals for salmon
recovery. Once the project is finished, we work with Department
of Transportation staff to measure

changes in the stream and monitor fish passage.
At the local level we participate in design review for projects
and work with local jurisdictions
on prioritizing culvert projects
and provide technical support for
policy discussions. We work to
track the implementation of fish
passage work across the watershed and county and measure
our progress toward our goal for
fish passage. We strongly advocate for increasing funding at the
state and local level to restore fish
passage. We view improved fish
passage as essential for recovery
of fisheries. ▫

2021-2022 Commercial
Fishing Permits, Vessel Permits,
and Hunting Tags
Available at the Natural Resources Department

Commercial Fishing Licenses Permits & Fees
All fishing permits expire annually on June 30th.
Fish buyers license expire annually December 31st.

PERMIT TYPE:

COST:

DECAL:

Commercial Fishing Permit

$20.00

CRAB

$20.00

C

SHRIMP

$20.00

S

SEA URCHINS

$20.00

SU

SEA CUCUMBERS

$20.00

SG

GEODUCKS

$20.00

G

FISHING ID

$5.00

FISHING BUYER LICENSE

Free

SUBSISTENCE

Free

NEW VESSEL REGISTRATION

$25.00

PER VESSEL

RENEWAL VESSEL REG.

$25.00

PER VESSEL

Yi7ímash Hike, travel on foot
Leq’áliqen Travel, go on a long journey

Temkw’ális Summer, warm weather
Hear the Word of the Month at nooksacktribe.org

Nooksack Culture Program
Tribal Discover Passes
Discover Passes are required
at State Parks and are free to
Nooksack Tribal members. Discover Passes are available to Tribal
members at the Nooksack Natural
Resources Department at no cost.
Tribal Discover Passes do not
expire and are good forever. That
is why there is no expiration date
on them. Yellow Discover Passes
are the old version. Please return
these to NR for a Green Pass.
The Discover Pass is now required for day visits to state parks
and also provides access to millions of acres of state recreation

lands, including trailheads, wildlife
and natural areas, heritage sites,
and water-access points. One pass
can be transferred between two
vehicles. ▫

Ceremonial & Salmon Sampling

Hunting Tags
PERMIT TYPE:

COST: EXPIRATION:

DEER/ELK TAG

$10.00 EXP: FEB. 28TH ELDERS FREE

NOTE:

BAR/COUGAR/MTN. GOAT $15.00 EXP: AUG. 31

ELDERS FREE

418 ELK RAFFLE

$20.00

EVERYONE PAYS

LATE FEE

$10.00

EVERYONE PAYS

REPLACEMENT TAG FEE

$7.50

Notice to Hunters:

The deer/elk, ceremonial, and special hunt tags are past due. Tags
need to be returned with a late fee pmt of $10.00. If lost, add
$7.50 for the replacement. Tags and fees need to be paid BEFORE
the upcoming season for new tags to be disbursed.

Rich Auguston holds a salmon otolith May 28, 2021 during sampling for
subsistence fishers. Otoliths are a calcium carbonate structure found in
the head of the salmon. Scientists count the annual growth rings to help
determine the age of the fish. Continued on page 6 >
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Natural & Cultural Resources Department
< On June 9, 2021,
Nooksack Natural & Cultural
Resources wrapped up
spring king, or yúmech,
salmon ceremonial fishing
and sampling for the season,
with Treaty Protection
Advocate Jeremiah Johnny
and Restoration Tech Aaron
Cline. Preservation Officer
Trevor Delgado, and Fisheries
Tech Darren Malloway took
samples from salmon on the
bank of the Nooksack River
during ceremonial fishing.
Bottom row: Jim Bura, Ned
Currence, and Rich Auguston
sample salmon on May 28th.

Interviews with Our Elders to Help Us Prepare for Climate Change
Over the last several years,
the Tribe’s Natural and Cultural
Resources Department has been
working to assess how climate
change will impact our community. We already know that the
glaciers are melting at an increasing rate and may disappear, and
that there is less water in the river
in the late summer, which is impacting the salmon. We also know
that as the climate changes, many
other animals and plants that
our lives depend on are at risk of
disappearing or even extinction.
These changes in our climate
and the impacts on our lives are
very alarming, and we feel it is an
Page 6
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important time to talk with our
elders and get their perspective
on what they are noticing, and
any advice they would offer to the
next seven generations who will
be living with climate change. We
also want to talk about the possibility of establishing a 6,000-acre
“Stewart Mountain Community
Forest" in the South Fork watershed, to the southwest of Five
Cedars.
This Community Forest would
give the Tribe better access to
our traditional lands and all of the
natural resources important to us,
including yellow cedar bark, elk,
deer, berries, ferns, devil’s club,

etc. The Stewart Mountain Community Forest would be managed
cooperatively, and only take trees
very selectively, to maintain forest
health, and protect the water
and keep it colder and cleaner for
salmon survival. One of our young
tribal members, Sophia Walker,
age 16, will be interviewing elders
on these questions about climate
change in the coming weeks, and
sharing what she is learning with
us through future articles in this
newsletter. Many thanks to Sophia
and all of the people working in
the Natural and Cultural Resources Department for their important
work to care for the water, the

salmon, and all the other species
that we live with and depend
upon. If you are an elder who
would be interested in being interviewed for this project, please
contact the Cultural and Natural
Resources Department at (360)
592 5140. ▫

Education Department
Ts’ simit Tó:lméls - Nurturing Wisdom Program

Micha Camarillo
Iweste’leq
(teacher)

As the school year is coming
to an end and we prepare for
summer, it is the time to reflect
on the challenges we faced and
the accomplishments we made. I
asked students, Malosi Aure and
Wyatt Williams to reflect on this
year. When asked to think about
what was difficult this year Wyatt
stated, “Math”, and Malosi stated,
“Having Teacher Marjorie leave”.
When asked to think about what
they felt proud about accomplishing this year, Malosi stated,
“Having perfect attendance”, and
Wyatt stated “Never being late to
school”. When asked to reflect on
what they are looking forward to
most this summer and next school
year, Malosi stated, “Setting up my
swimming pool” and Wyatt stated,
“Football”.
This year each of us faced
difficult and unique challenges.
At the forefront of these challenges have been those brought
forth by COVID-19. Among these
challenges have been working
and learning from home, social
distancing, and isolating from
friends and family. Despite these
challenges we have accomplished
much this year! We attended
school, be it in person or virtually. We did our school work and
even did extra fun learning! We
learned new skills and new games.
We made new friends, including
our class pet tortoise. We created a school garden and so much
more! Through all that we have

accomplished above all else we
have demonstrated our flexibility
and determination and for that we
should be proud!
We have spent the last few
weeks of the Ts’ simit Tó:lméls
-- Nurturing Wisdom Program
celebrating. Students were presented blankets and awards in
recognition of their accomplishments this year and their transition into their next adventure. We
made waffles to practice fractions
in a real world setting as well as
learn a little about agriculture. We
also made “dirt cups” with chocolate pudding, crushed cookies,
candies and gummy worms as a
culminating activity for our study
of dirt, plants, and insects. We
said goodbye (or hopefully just see
you later) to Teacher Marjorie and
Teacher Jaime. We welcomed our
class pet tortoise back to campus. We even harvested our first
item from our garden! Students
got to try radish for the first time
and our tortoise got to enjoy the
radish greens. We look forward to
enjoying more produce from our
garden and seeing more students
on campus this summer!!! ▫

W. Keith Lindsey, Youth Academic
Intervention Specialist & Teen Enrichment and Prevention Program Manager

As Washington State exceeds
the 70% mark for vaccinations
and our local world begins to return to a semblance of normality,
a small group of fully vaccinated
teens ventured out and south to
see if Seattle still exists. It does.
The fun element to this trip is
the fact that none of the participants had ever visited any of the
sites we explored. They were all
newbies to the Space Needle, the

Museum of Popular Culture, the
Chihuly Garden of Glass, or the
Seattle Aquarium. It’s a blast to
watch someone edge carefully on
to the glass floors of the Space
Needle or pet a sea star. We also
took time to ride the monorail
downtown and stroll through
Pike’s Place Market. However, the
several blocks-long line outside
the original Starbucks prohibited
our patronage. All in all a great
day, and my phone reported that
we all exceeded our 10,000 steps
in the six hours we spent in Seattle. ▫
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Education Department

Moving On Celebration
May 28, 2021
Photos by Keith Lindsey
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Veterans Department

Memorial Day Remembrance Parade May 28, 2021
Photos by Keith Lindsey
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Nooksack Tribal Police Welcomes:
Isaac Chelalt Lopet Tageant, Police Officer
The Nooksack Tribal Police
have a new police officer; his
name is Isaac Chelalt Lopet
Tageant. Isaac was born at St.
Joseph’s Hospital in Bellingham.
He grew up with the Nooksack
people, in the Suchanon and
Sulwhanon housing sites. When
Isaac turned 15, he moved
briefly to Canada and spent time
living with relatives just north
of the border. Isaac returned
to Nooksack lands in 2017 and
finished high school, graduating from Mount Baker in 2018.
Isaac started working for the
Nooksack Tribe in 2017 and has
worked in the Nooksack After
School Program as a youthaide, as a cook for the children
at Nooksack’s Head-Start program, then spent some time
at the Nooksack Maintenance
Department. Isaac enjoys sports
and currently plays on several

different sports teams. He enjoys
baseball and basketball the most.
Isaac will attend the BIA Police
Academy in Artesia, New Mexico
in late July. We are proud to announce the hire of Isaac Tageant
to the Nooksack Tribal Police
Department, in service to the
people of the Nooksack Tribe. ▫

Youth, RJ Kentner and Jalaya Davidson, volunteered to place flags at the grave
sites of veterans for Memorial Day.
SNEE-NEE-CHUM JULY 2021
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My Experience with Gaslighting
Diane Pavlat, StrongHearts Native
Helpline
I was pregnant with our first
child when I drove him to the doctor’s office. He said that he broke
his ankle when he jumped down
from the back of his truck and
rolled his foot. The nurse came
in and examined his ankle. She
explained that the break likely occurred when the other man in the
altercation kicked him. Tears rushing to my eyes, the nurse looked
at me and said, “Don’t worry, he’s
going to be fine.”
My tears were not for his
well-being and he knew it. They
were for the instant betrayal I
felt when I realized he had lied to
me. Little did I know the extent
to which his lies would permeate
every aspect of our lives.
What is Gaslighting? A common technique of abusers, dictators, narcissists and cult leaders
alike, “gaslighting” is an abuse tactic in which a person gains power
by making a victim question reality. Abusers refuse responsibility
for any wrongdoing and instead
blame their victim. It is often difficult for victims to recognize the
abuse.
ADHD and Gaslighting: I live
with ADHD or Attention Deficit
Hyperactive Disorder which is
a neurodevelopmental disorder
that causes the person to have
trouble paying attention (to details) and controlling impulsive
behaviors like shopping. A person
with ADHD often forgets or loses
things. They have a hard time
resisting temptation and tend
to take unnecessary risks. I’ve
learned, these traits are exploitable.
According to Dr. Stephanie
Sarkis - people suffering this
disorder are especially vulnerable to a person with a narcissistic

personality - one who tends to
be selfish with a sense of entitlement. A narcissist has an inflated
ego with a deep need for attention and admiration. Dr. Sarkis
describes the gaslighter as a constant liar and master of deception.
They deny wrongdoing and use
what is near and dear to you as
ammunition.
In my case, my abuser became
excessively jealous of our son. He
treated him poorly and at times,
put him in harm's way. He did it
to spite me, to scare me and to
show me that in his household, he
was in control. He even admitted
when our son was just six months
old that he was starting to hate
him because I loved him so much.
He said it was unfair that his own
mother didn’t love him like I loved
our son. At the time, I was busy
being a mom and didn’t see it as a
manipulation meant to garner my
attention.
They Called Me Crazy: Gaslighters are masters at manipulation and finding the people they
know will stand by them no matter what, such as a parent. They
turn people against you. You may
start to doubt who to trust and
that's exactly what the gaslighter
wants because isolating you gives
them more control.
They tell you and/or others
that you are crazy. This is one of
the most effective tools of the
gaslighter. The gaslighter knows if
they question your sanity, people
will not believe you when you tell
them the gaslighter is abusive. I
didn’t know that his family called
me, “Crazy,” but in retrospect,
it was crazy to love a man who
could in one breath make me feel
like no else mattered and in the
next like I wasn’t worth a dime.
(Read more about Projecting and
Cheating, Love Bombing and De-

North Intertribal Vocational
Rehabilitation Program
Tammy Cooper-Woodrich will
begin seeing people in her office
at the Nooksack Social Services
Building. She is working Thursdays
and Fridays from 8:30-4:30. We
are here to provide services to
disabled adults that have barriers
to work by helping them get or
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keep their job by overcoming their
barriers. Please call for an appointment. You can call and leave
a message at the Bellingham Office 360-671-7626 or call Social
Services and leave a message on
her voicemail. She will return your
call as soon as possible. ▫

valuing in the full story at strongheartshelpline.org)
Food For The Soul and Recovery: Over time, a victim of gaslighting may start to believe that
they cannot trust themselves, or
that they have a mental health
disorder. They may have anxiety,
depression, isolation, confusion
and psychological trauma. The
long-term impact on someone’s
mental health and self-esteem is
often devastating but there are
ways to cope.

Recovering from gaslighting
takes time. Victims should never
blame themselves. You are not
responsible for the abusive behavior.
For me, my healing takes place
when I travel to distant places and
see beautiful things. I call it food
for the soul. I find peace in my
visits to the Redwoods in northern
California. The trees have lived
for more than a thousand years.
My ancestors — who were once
free to roam the continent — saw
these very same trees. I feel whole
when standing among the Redwoods of Stout Grove.
Find food for your soul. Practice listening to your thoughts,
feelings. Learn to trust your instincts again. Advocates are available 24/7 to chat online or call/
text 1-844-7NATIVE (762-8483).

Elder Abuse Awareness Event

Friday, August 6th, 2021

Nurturing the roots of our community by
protecting our elders from physical, mental,
spiritual, emotional & financial abuse!

Nooksack Elders are welcomed to stop
by Social Services from 12-2 to pick up
a flower kit!
Please contact Kayleasha Davis, Elder
Advocate, at 360.812.5479 with any
questions or for more information!

Land & Allotment Information
Ross Cline Jr.,
Planning Manager

As many of you know, we here
in EDP serve the community.
Some of what we do is help with
land and allotment information
Nooksack Tribal Allotments are
lands that were given by the
Federal Government to tribal
members who applied. These
were generally anywhere from 40
to 160 acres. Nooksack had 28
original Allotments:
1.
Dick Hawley
2.
Louis Sacquilty
3.
George James
4.
Old Antone
5.
Jim Kelly
6.
John Suchanon
7.
Harry Kalime
8.
Alex Sulwhanon

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

Mike Manklatche
Skagit Tom
Peter Smomo
Billy Soce
Johnson
Coffee Johnson
Tom Tuchanon
Robert Sulkanon
Peter Silugues
Savage Oiada
Sampson Santla
George Whaholach
John Whichtalum
Billy Williams
John Adass
Billy Selwalmus
Tom Hyladdis
Toss Weaxta
Charley Chehalis
Joseph Uluquance

These names come from the
1974 Map that was created for
the Nooksack Tribe. It is important

to note that some of the Allotments have since been surveyed
and divided, but there are still a
number of lands that have shared
ownership ranging from 2 up to
over 100 owners. Some of these
lands were transferred out of
Trust and are now in Fee status.
Also, there were some original
homestead sites that have since
transferred into fee status land.
Do you have stories of tribal
homesteads that you would like to
share? Maybe you want to see a
point of interest on a future map.
You can submit stories and map
points to Economic Development
& Planning.
People ask me all the time: Can
BIA survey my Trust Property? The
short answer is ‘Yes’. However, it
is somewhat complicated to get a
survey completed by BIA or BLM
in a timely fashion. I have been
told the backlog is about 4 years
long to process survey requests.

The Tribe currently does not have
a way to survey sites.
For future reference: What are
some Tribal Realty Services that
you as a tribal member would
like to see offered by Nooksack?
Maps? Surveys? Trust Land Valuations or comparisons? Help with
leasing? Understanding right-ofway and easements? Electronic
realty document storage for land
holders? Your feedback is valued
and will help shape the realty
service.
You can submit your answers
to Ross Cline Jr. at rcline@nooksack-nsn.gov.
Again, your EDP team is:
Donovan Sather: EDP Director
Ross Cline Jr: Planning Manager
Ed Kelly: Planner III
Clayton Roberts: Planning Tech
We can be reached Monday
through Friday (except closures)
during work hours (currently 10
am to 4 pm) at 360-592-0162. ▫

Changes in DOL
Driver’s License
Suspension
Practices
Changes in DOL driver’s license
suspension practices began June
8, 2021. These changes only apply
to driver’s whose licenses are
suspended because of unpaid traffic tickets and are in effect until
January 1, 2023. Washington DOL
changes include:
1. On June 8, 2021, DOL will
stop suspending driver’s licenses for unpaid traffic tickets.
2. On June 16, 2021, DOL will
lift previous suspensions for
failure to pay traffic tickets.
3. DOL will post notice of these
events on its website by June
17, 2021 and issue notice to
all impacted drivers by August
1, 2021.
Impacted persons should check
the status of their driver’s license
after June 16, 2021 to see if they
can reinstate the license. Drivers
can contact DOL, check the DOL
website, or register for a License
eXpress account to see their
driving abstract to find out more
information. ▫
SNEE-NEE-CHUM JULY 2021
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Burn Ban Restrictions Effective
From the Office of the General Manager, Katherine Romero
Burn Ban Restrictions Effective
3:00 pm, Wednesday, June 23,
2021. Due to the warm weather
conditions ahead and decreasing
moisture levels, burning on Tribal
lands is restricted.
If you have any questions or
concerns of burning on Nooksack

Beginning June 1, shoppers will automatically receive an extra $35 per
month per person for more fruits and vegetables! Check out these tips
from the Washington State Department of Health. Questions? Contact
Nooksack’s Leinani Swanaset, WIC Coordinator at 360-966-2106.

SUMMER 2021

FRUIT & VEGETABLE INCREASE

Tribal lands, please contact 911 or
the Nooksack Police Department
at (360) 592-9065. ▫

Accessing Legal Forms and Services
The current Nooksack Tribal Court system consists of the
Nooksack Tribal Court, established
in June of 1980, and a Court of
Appeals, established in June of
1986. The court exercises the
sovereignty and jurisdiction of
the Nooksack Indian Tribe by
providing a neutral forum where
the tribal community can resolve
disputes peacefully, consistent
with the Nooksack Indian Tribe’s
Constitution, laws and codes.
The Tribe’s Laws & Ordinances and Tribal Court forms can be
found on the Tribal Court page of
our website: nooksacktribe.org
under Tribal Court. Court forms
can also be picked up at the courthouse, or can be mailed upon

Are You a WIC Participant?

request.
If you need legal services and
do not have representation, the
Nooksack Office of the Tribal Attorney maintains a referral service
for your assistance. Additionally,
the Northwest Justice Project and
the Whatcom County Bar Association maintain rosters of attorneys
who may be able to assist you on
a reduce-fee or free basis.
• Northwest Justice Project: nwjustice.org/get-legal-help
• Whatcom County Bar Association: www.whatcombar.org

Five things to know about WIC
fruits and vegetables this summer
1.

If you’re pregnant, breastfeeding, or postpartum, you and your children ages 1–5 will
each get $35 for fruits and vegetables. (This doesn’t apply to infants.)

2. You don’t have to do anything to get the $35 for fruits and vegetables. It will be available

to you when you shop with your WIC Card, starting with the “First Date to Spend” in June.

3. Use your WIC Card to get the extra fresh or frozen fruits and vegetables at grocery stores.
4. You can’t use your WIC Card or the $35 at farmers markets or farm stores.
5. Here are some ideas to help you use the
entire $35 per person each month:

USE WIC FIRST!

Use your WIC Card first at the register,
before other benefits like SNAP.

Choose already cut-up fruits and
vegetables, or packaged lettuce and
vegetables for quick meals or snacks.

Examples of legal problems include:

 Housing problems such as evictions or
needing to break a lease due to a crime
in the home.
 Health matters including denial of health
care services or coverage and
assistance in obtaining mental health
services to deal with victimization.

 Family law matters such as divorce,
custody, and protection orders involving
domestic violence or sexual assault
(especially when the case is in tribal
court or the client believes it should be
in tribal court; or when tribal court
orders are not enforced).
 Employment matters such as sexual
harassment and discrimination.
 Other legal problems resulting from
being a victim of crime.

If you are a Native survivor seeking legal assistance, ask a tribal service provider or a staff
member of an organization that serves Native Americans and Alaska Natives for a referral.
Or, contact Camille McDorman, Crime Victims Attorney, directly.

Questions? Contact Camille McDorman at camille.mcdorman@nwjustice.org or
(206) 707-7210

What is Northwest Justice Project?
The Northwest Justice Project (NJP) is a statewide non-profit organization with 18 offices in
Washington State that provides free civil legal services to low-income people.
NJP Mission: Combatting Injustice! Strengthening Communities! Protecting Human Dignity!

Revised 06-19-2019
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✓ MyPlate, M
y Kitchen
myp

late.gov/myp
late-kitchen

✓ FoodHero.or
g
✓ Have a Plan
t

BUY SUMMER FUN!

Fill your fruit bowl with your summer
favorites. Shop often for cherries,
apricots, peaches, plums, and nectarines.

fruitsandve
ggies.org/recip
es/

✓ Texas WI
C

THINK FROZEN TOO!

— bit.ly/Texa
sWIC

Also check th
e
WICShopper
app,
Pinterest, or
ask WIC fo
r other
tips & ideas!

If you have freezer space, frozen
vegetables and fruits are great for
smoothies and easy sides at mealtime.

Tribal Court: (360) 306-5125
| Probation: (360) 319-5681 |
JHoyle@nooksack-nsn.gov ▫

American and Alaska Native crime victims. An NJP attorney is available to provide advice,
brief services, and representation in civil (non-criminal) legal matters stemming from the
client’s experience as a crime victim. The crime does not need to be reported or prosecuted.

Recipe resources
fruits and veg for
etables

MAKE IT EASY!

STOCK UP NOW!

Buy more fruits and vegetables that keep
longer, like apples, cabbage, carrots,
potatoes, onions, and winter squash.

Do you have a civil (non-criminal) legal problem?

Northwest Justice Project’s Native American Unit provides legal services for Native

 Economic security issues such as
medical bills, utility access, and other
consumer problems caused by an
assault, abuse, or fraud.

Starting June 1, for 4 months, participants will have $35 per person each month to
buy more fruits and vegetables.

The Native American Unit (NAU) at Northwest Justice Project (NJP) provides free civil
legal services to eligible Native Americans and Alaska Natives who cannot afford a lawyer in
Washington. The NAU emphasizes cases involving state agencies’ policies and practices that
have had disproportionate, adverse impacts on Native communities. The NAU also has
dedicated resources for legal matters that stem from being a victim of crime.

The NAU can work with you on:
Protecting Indian monies (per capita,
settlement, and other tribal income)
from garnishment and/or impacting
other income and benefits;
Trust land rights – leasing, rights of way,
homeownership, and purchase/sale
agreements;

•

Civil matters relating to a client’s
experience as a crime victim, such
as an eviction due to a domestic
violence incident, protection orders
for vulnerable adults, bullying at
school, or sexual harassment in the
workplace;

•

Child welfare and nonparental
custody matters in state courts
involving a Native child;

•

Estate planning and probate issues
before the BIA; and

Education – suspensions, expulsions,
special education, truancy, foster and
homeless student issues;

•

•

Other issues arising directly from a
person’s legal status as an American
Indian or Alaska Native.

•

•

To find out if we can help you, please call.
Residents of King County can call Janel Riley at 206-707-0920. Residents of all other counties
can call NJP’s CLEAR hotline at 1-888-201-1014, Monday through Friday between 9:15 a.m.
and 12:15 p.m.
If you are a victim of crime with a civil legal issue, ask a social services or tribal provider to
refer you or call Camille McDorman at 206-707-7210.
What is Northwest Justice Project?
The Northwest Justice Project (NJP) is a statewide non-profit organization with 18 offices in Washington State that provides free civil legal
services to low-income people. NJP's mission is to secure justice through high quality legal advocacy that promotes the long-term well-being
of low-income individuals, families, and communities.
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Nooksack New Hires

EXCLUSION NOTICE FROM THE OFFICE OF TRIBAL ATTORNEY

Isaac Tageant
Kenrick Doherty
Kurtis Kelly

LEGAL NOTICE – NICHOLAS RENE PEREZ
Nicholas Rene Perez (DOB 6/17/1985) is PERMANENTLY EXCLUDED FROM THE TERRITORIAL
JURISDICTION OF THE NOOKSACK INDIAN TRIBE, effective July 13, 2011, pursuant to a Court
ORDER, Case No. 11/07-CIV-046.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Entry level Police Office
Custodian
Custodian

LEGAL NOTICE – NICHOLAS RABANG CUNANAN
Nicholas Rabang Cunanan (DOB 07/23/1983) is PERMANENTLY EXCLUDED FROM THE TERRITORIAL
JURISDICTION OF THE NOOKSACK INDIAN TRIBE, effective September 30, 2014, pursuant to a Court
ORDER, Case No. 11/07-CIV-047.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
LEGAL NOTICE – MONTE ELDER SPEEDIS (AKA MONTE ROBERTS)
Monte Elder Speedis (DOB 12/26/81) is PERMANENTLY EXCLUDED FROM THE TERRITORIAL
JURISDICTION OF THE NOOKSACK INDIAN TRIBE, effective August 24, 2016, pursuant to a Court
ORDER, Case No. 2013-CI-EXC-001.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
LEGAL NOTICE – ERNESTO SOSA
Ernesto Sosa (DOB 10/22/1992) is PERMANENTLY EXCLUDED FROM THE TERRITORIAL
JURISDICTION OF THE NOOKSACK INDIAN TRIBE, effective April 17, 2019, pursuant to a Court
ORDER, Case No. 2019-CI-EXC-001.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Need assistance preventing
homelessness?

LEGAL NOTICE – KEITH EVERETT MILLER
Keith Everett Miller (DOB 1/19/1985) is PERMANENTLY EXCLUDED FROM THE TERRITORIAL
JURISDICTION OF THE NOOKSACK INDIAN TRIBE, effective June 17, 2020, pursuant to a Court
ORDER, Case No. 2020-CI-EXC-001.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
LEGAL NOTICE – SHALEEN M. YOUNG
Shaleen M. Young (DOB 2/9/1976) is PERMANENTLY EXCLUDED FROM THE TERRITORIAL
JURISDICTION OF THE NOOKSACK INDIAN TRIBE, effective August 13, 2020, pursuant to a Court
ORDER, Case No. 2020-CI-EXC-002.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
LEGAL NOTICE – MICHAEL OLENSLAGER
Michael Olenslager (DOB 2/26/1994) is PERMANENTLY EXCLUDED FROM THE TERRITORIAL
JURISDICTION OF THE NOOKSACK INDIAN TRIBE, effective September 10, 2020, pursuant to a Court
ORDER, Case No. 2020-CI-EXC-003.

Tiffani Zamudio I Homelessness Resource Manager
360-592-0135 or tzamudio@nooksack-nsn.gov

Nooksack

Elders’ Lunch Menu
Monday

5

Holiday

12
Shepard’s Pie
Steam Carrots
Applesauce

19
Chicken Casserole
Dinner Roll
Steamed Veggies
Yogurt

26
Beef Chili Mac
Cornbread
Fruit

Tuesday

6

Commodity Day
Hot Dogs
Chili
Potato Chips
Sugar-Free Cookie

Wednesday

7
Baked Chicken
Rice
Green Beans
Cake

Thursday

Friday

1
Ham
Scallop Potatoes
Mixed veggie
Yams
Jell-O

2

Food Bank
Fish Hash
Rice
Clam chowder
Applesauce

8
9
Ground Beef
Clam Strips
Stroganoff
Roasted Potatoes
Over Egg Noodles Steam Carrots
Steam Veggies
Fish Soup
Sugar-Free Dessert
Melon

13
14
15
Chef Salad
Baked Spaghetti Turkey Sandwich
Bread Sticks
Green Beans
Veggie sticks with
Chicken Noodle
Wheat Bun
Ranch
Soup
Cottage Cheese w/ Jell-O with fruit
Sugar-Free
Peaches
Pudding

16
Shrimp Stir Fry
Rice
Egg Roll
Applesauce

20
21
22
French Toast
Swedish Meatballs
Pork Roast
Eggs, Ham
Mashed Potatoes
Rice Pilaf
Hash Browns
Steamed Veggies Sautéed Veggies
Berries with
Sugar-Free Pudding Split Pea Soup
Whipped Cream
Apple Crisp

23
Fish Sticks
Potato Wedges
Steam Carrots
Fruit

28
27
Goulash
Chicken Burger
Veggie Sticks with Steamed Broccoli
Veggie Soup
Ranch
Pudding
Coleslaw
Rice Pudding

29
BBQ Chicken
Potato Salad
Baked Beans
Cookie

30
Indian Tacos
Hamburger Soup
Berries with Whip

July 2021 Automotive Department
Tribal Holidays
Tribal Offices will be
closed on the following
days in 2021:
Jan. 1 New Year’s Day
Jan. 18 MLK Day
Jan. 22 Treaty Day
Feb. 15 Presidents’ Day
Mar. 9 Billy Frank Jr. Day
Apr. 22 Mother Earth Day
May 31 Memorial Day
Jul. 5 for Independence D.
Sep. 3 Fri Before Labor D.
Sep. 6 Labor Day
Sep. 24 Governance Day
Oct. 11 Coast Salish Day
Nov. 11 Veterans Day
Nov. 25 Thanksgiving Day
Nov. 26 D/A Thanksgiving
Dec. 20 - 23 Admin Leave
Dec. 24 for Christmas
Dec. 31 for New Year’s

Free Heater System
Check with Oil Change
•
•
•
•
•

All technicians ASE Certified
Quality repairs guaranteed
HD trucks, cycles, boats &
equipment
Welding and fabrication
Towing services available
Services include: Oil (up to 5
quarts), Lube, New Oil Filter,
Refill of Window Washer

Plus:
• Air filters
• Power steering fluid
• Tire pressure
• Transmission fluid
• Visual check of break pads,
lights, turn signals, break
lights, etc.
Nooksack Automotive
4975 G Deming Road
Deming, WA 98244
(360) 306-5756
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RETURN TO REGULAR OFFICE HOURS
July 6, 2021

All Nooksack Tribal offices and departments will be back to operating on
regular office hours 8:30 am - 5:00 pm.

Nooksack Labor Pool

The Nooksack Tribe is building
a labor pool for tribal members
who would like to be considered
for on-call labor work, that could
include:
• Special clean-up projects
• Landscaping & ditch projects
• Special moving projects
• Building projects

•
•

Vehicle Detailing
General laborer
Visit nooksacktribe.org to apply
for the labor pool or apply at the
Nooksack Administration Office.
Wages will vary depending on job.
Drug test & background check
required upon hire.

Nooksack Tribal Enrollment
REMEMBER TO KEEP

YOUR ADDRESS

UP-TO-DATE
Contact enrollment@nooksack-nsn.gov or call
360-592-5176

Nooksack Tribal Police

If you feel
something is
wrong,

CALL 911
You may end up preventing
a crime or help someone in
need. Trust your intuition.

Administrative Contacts

Tribal Council Office….........................................................(360) 592-5164
Tribal Council Fax…...............................................................(360) 592-4506
Administrative Office Main…..............................................(360) 592-5176
Administrative Fax…...............................................................(360) 592-2125
Human Resources................................................................(360) 592-5176
Emergency & Risk Management….....................................(360) 592-HELP (4357)
Early Childhood Education (Director: Alicia Allard)
Head Start - Deming….........................................................(360) 592-0141
Head Start - Everson…… .....................................................(360) 966-0523
Education (Director: Donia Edwards)
Education Main Office … .................................................(360) 966-2043
Youth Program …… ............................... ...............................(360) 966-2043
Health Services (Director: Lona Johnson)
Behavioral Health …..............................................................(360) 966-2376
Dental Clinic ….........................................................................(360) 306-5151
Genesis II Office (Manager: Rick George)....................(360)-398-6399
Medical Clinic…......................................................................(360) 966-2106
Medical Business Office… ................................................(360) 966-7704
Law Enforcement (Police Chief: Mike Ashby)
Police Department ….............................................................(360) 592-9065
Natural & Cultural Resources
Natural Resources (Dir: George Swanaset, Jr.)............(360) 592-5176
Fishing and Shellfish Fisheries Hotline .........................(360) 592-5140
Cultural Resources…...............................................................(360) 306-5759
Social Services (Director: Heidi Davis)..........................(360) 592-0135
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Elders Office …........................................................................(360) 592-0100
TANF - Deming…...................................................................(360) 592-0135
TANF - Skagit…… ...................................................................(360) 848-1758
GED Office Nooksack…......................................................(360) 592-0135 ext. 3425
GED Office Skagit… ..........................................................(360) 848-1758
Homelessness Resource Mgr (Tiffani Zamudio)........(360-592-0135
Youth & Family Services (Dir: Katrice Rodriguez) ....(360) 306-5090
Domestic Violence Office … ............................................(360) 592-5176
DV Emergency Hotline… ..................................................(360) 592-4164
Other Services
Auto Shop…….......................................................................(360) 306-5756
Child Support (Director: Ken Levinson)........................(360) 306-5090
Economic Development & Planning
(Director: Donovan Sather)…………………………………..(360) 592-0162
Enrollment Office (Dir: Roy Bailey) ...............................(360) 592-0135
Facilities & Maintenance (Dir: Richard Edwards)…......(360) 592-0162
Housing Authority Office (Dir: Malori Klushkan.......(360) 592-5163
Mí sq’ eq’ ó Community Building…………......................(360) 966-9153
North Intertribal Vocational
Rehabilitation Program ….....................................................(360) 592-5176 x1048
Tribal Court Fax…...................................................................(360) 306-5181
Tribal Court…...........................................................................(360) 306-5125
Tribal Gaming .......................................................................(360) 592-5472
Tribal Veterans Program (Mgr. Cara McCoy)...............(360) 592-5176
Casino & Market Center
Nooksack Northwood Casino…........................................(360) 734-5101
Toll free ….................................................................................(877) 777-9847
Nooksack Market Center…................................................(360) 592-5864

