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After COVID-19 delayed the
Annual Mother’s Day canoe races
two years in a row, the races
resumed this July 24th and 25th
in honor of the usual spring event.
This year, canoe clubs from local
tribes joined Nooksack in hosting eleven-man, six-man, double,
single, and novice races at Bloedel
Donovan Park.
There were some changes
due to the pandemic this year,
including the delay from a spring
event to one held in the summer
of 2021. Additionally, Canadian
tribes were restricted in joining
the annual race due to border
closures. Youth ages were also
bumped up due to COVID preventing a Mother’s Day Race in
2020. ▫
Continued pg. 8...

Tribal Council Approves Vaccination
Incentive for All Tribal Members
NOOKSACK INDIAN TRIBE
We are a tribe located in our ancestral homeland in the northwest
corner of Washington State. Our
name comes from a place name in
our language and translates to “always bracken fern roots,” which illustrates our close ties to our land
and the resources that continue to
give strength to our people. Our
tribe is located in Deming, Washington, nestled amongst majestic
mountains, lush forest, and the
meandering and dynamic Nooksack River. Here in this scenic
locale, we maintain a Tribal Council and Tribal Government. Both
our Council and Government work
to create a better future for every
Nooksack and ensure our tribe’s
sovereignty.

Snee-Nee-Chum Newsletter
Newsletter Editor: Jade Vantreese
Official publication of the
Nooksack Indian Tribe
(360) 592-5176
PO Box 157
Deming, WA 98244

On August 16, 2021, the
Nooksack Tribal Council approved
a Vaccination Incentive for all
enrolled Nooksack members
who are fully vaccinated against
COVID-19. If you were vaccinated
at the Nooksack Health Clinic, no
action is required.
If you were vaccinated elsewhere, please provide your vaccination verification and enrollment
number to Frank Leyva <fleyva@
nooksack-nsn.gov> by Nov 30th,
2021. One-time payments of
$1,000 will be mailed September
2, October 15, November 15 or
December 15, 2021. Tribal members must receive their second
dose or be fully vaccinated by
November 30th.
FAQ:
1. Is this for all Tribal members?
Yes, all enrolled Nooksack
Tribal members 12+, who are
eligible to receive a COVID-19
vaccine.
2. Is this the same as the three

I’ve Heard the
Word Probate,
But What Does
it Mean?
Nooksack Tribal Council
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How to Submit News to the
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Questions? Call 360-592-5176
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Sue Gearhart,
Office of Tribal
Attorney

Some synonyms for the word
probate are: bequest, devise,
transfer, pass on. According to the
Dictionary.com, probate [prohbeyt] is:
noun. Law. The official proving of a
will as authentic or valid in a probate
court. An officially certified copy of a
will so proved.
adjective. Of or relating to probate or
a probate court.
verb (used with object), pro·bat·ed,
pro·bat·ing. To establish the authenticity or validity of (a will). Law. To put (an
offender) on probation.

The Nooksack Tribe’s Office of
Tribal Attorney sponsors a clinic
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Vaccination Incentive Verification Samples

If you were vaccinated at the Nooksack Health Clinic, no action is required.

payments of the American
Rescue Plan COVID-19 Emergency Assistance distribution?
No, the Vaccine Incentive is
separate funding of a one-time
payment of $1,000 for each
fully vaccinated Tribal member.
3. Do I need to be fully vaccinat-

ed to receive the incentive?
Yes, Tribal members must be
fully vaccinated by November
30, 2021 in order to receive
the one-time $1,000 incentive.
Once fully vaccinated, onetime checks will be mailed out
on the 15th of each month. ▫

a few times each year where you
can have your will done by an
outside attorney who specializes
in Indian wills, at no charge to you.
Your information remains private
between you and the outside
attorney, and is never shared with
anyone else.
Please call the Office of Tribal Attorney at (360) 592-4158
if you’d like to be placed on the
list for our next wills clinic. Wills
completed within each wills clinic
period are at no cost to you. The
Office of Tribal Attorney does not
specialize in wills and probates

and therefore may not be able to
answer your questions, but if you
would like additional information
prior to our next wills clinic, check
out these helpful research links:
• US Department of the Interior
Indian Affairs - Your Land Your
Decision: www.bia.gov/bia/
ots/dop/your-land#Q1
• Indian Land Tenure Foundation – A primer on Indian
estate planning and probate:
iltf.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/MR2_update_
website.pdf ▫

Nooksack Office of Tribal Attorney
Do you have a plan for your estate?

Will Document Writing Services
& Estate Planning Clinic
Call the Office of Tribal Attorney at
(360) 592-4158

Statewide Mask Mandate
& Reminder to Visitors to
Our Tribal Offices

US House Approves Federal
Funding for New $1M Nooksack
Clinic and Wellness Facility

Proposed site for development

On August 18, 2021, Governor
Jay Inslee announced a vaccination requirement for employees
working in K-12, most childcare
and early learning, and higher
education. At the same time, he
also announced a statewide mask
mandate effective Monday, August 23.
“The existing statewide mask
mandate will be expanded to
once again include vaccinated
individuals in indoor settings,” the
release says. “The mask mandate
will apply to most all public places
across the state, including restaurants, grocery stores, malls and
public-facing offices, regardless of
vaccination status.”
As a reminder to visitors to
Nooksack Tribal offices, the following restrictions are still in
effect:
• Anyone visiting a Tribal Department, must wear a mask
while they are visiting.
• NIT employees that are receptionists must continue to wear
a mask.
• NIT employees, when helping
a member or the general public

•

•

•

•

•

in person, must wear a mask.
NIT employees who are not
vaccinated, must wear a mask
while at work.
NIT employees who share a
work space with anyone not
vaccinated must wear a mask
at work.
NIT employees who are drivers, must wear a mask while
transporting a client.
NIT Health Care employees
must wear a mask while at
work.
Each Tribal department must
continue to do the daily temperatures and screenings.

Please continue to practice
good social distancing, take great
care to protect our elders, and
wash your hands frequently. We
cannot stress enough the value of
each and every one of our members. Please know that even if
you are fully vaccinated, it is still
possible for you to contract the
virus and spread it to others. If
you are showing any symptoms of
the COVID virus, please contact
the clinic. ▫

In July 2021, the U.S. House of
Representatives approved federal
funding legislation for $1M toward a new Nooksack clinic and
wellness center. The community
funding is part of a larger $6.7 million in community projects across
Washington’s 1st Congressional
District, and led by Congresswoman Suzan DelBene.
“This $6.7 million in federal
investments will have a direct and
meaningful impact in communities
across WA-01, helping us build
back better after the pandemic,”
DelBene said. “These projects fill
critical gaps in community access
from providing support services
for at-risk students and youth
struggling with homelessness
to modernizing and expanding
recreation centers to offer highspeed internet and other needed
resources.”
The proposed Nooksack Clinic
and Wellness Facility project will
provide accessible health services
to the Nooksack Tribal community in Deming, on 5142 Mt. Baker
Highway. The area is designated by the Health Resources and
Services Administration (HRSA)
as a Medically Underserved Area/

Population. The nearest clinic has
limited services and just one family physician.
“This enables us to provide a
new set of services for our community and improve health and
wellness,” said Nooksack Indian
Tribe Chairman Roswell Cline Sr.
“We are in rural Whatcom County,
thirty minutes from the nearest
hospital, and with this new clinic Nooksack will have a trusted,
one-stop shop for primary care
services, with time and respect
given to each patient.”
Each time an individual has to
wait to be seen or has to drive
long distances to see a provider
there is a risk. This impacts the
health of individuals and the community as a whole.
After completion, the Nooksack clinic project will provide
the community with a pharmacy,
dental services, optometry, chiropractic services, physical therapy,
and behavioral and substance use
disorder treatment services.
Stay tuned for ways to provide
community feedback on Nooksack’s Clinic and Wellness Facility
project. ▫

New PeaceHealth Medical Clinic
in Lynden Breaks Ground
Council Member and Health
Director Lona Johnson attended a
ground-breaking ceremony on August 11, 2021 with PeaceHealth
for their new primary and specialty care clinic being built in Lynden.
The health clinic will be located at
8880 Benson Road and will provide primary care, specialty care,
urgent care and walk-in services.
Leaders from PeaceHealth, Lynden, Whatcom County, Nooksack,
and Sumas were in attendance.

The new 25,000 square-foot facility will enhance limited healthcare
services to communities in North
and East Whatcom County. ▫
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Education Department Updates
If you don’t have an associate's
degree, now is the time to think
seriously about starting a college
adventure!
• Fall Quarter begins Sept. 20th
• Fall Quarter ends Dec. 10th
Northwest Indian College is
offering lower tuition - $99 per
credit for resident students effective Summer 2021 onward. The
new flat rate also represents a
change from a tiered tuition rate
for lower-division and upper-division courses. The new tuition rate
simplifies the tuition schedule,
while keeping rates affordable and
transparent. Four-year students
will save an average of $600 on
tuition per quarter.
In addition, NWIC is offering
50% off tuition for the 2021-2022
academic year, which includes
Summer 2021 through Spring
2022. New, returning, continuing,
and transferring students are eligible for the new tuition rate and
tuition waiver. This tuition waiver
is made possible by the CARES

Act grant funds.
Friendly reminder that Jessica
Williams Kelly is available to assist
you with higher education funding, admissions, financial aid, and
registration. Simply email her at
Jessica.williams@nooksack-nsn.
gov or call her at 360-966-2043.
She can assist you if you are considering becoming a student at
Northwest Indian College or any
other accredited college/university in the United States.
Higher Ed, JOM / Health &
Wellness applications are available
on the Tribal website and open
for Fall quarter funding. ASB fees
and Drivers Ed fees can be paid
through JOM services.

Winners of the Youth
Vaccine Incentive
On Monday, July 19th the
Nooksack Health Clinic drew
names for the Youth Vaccine
Incentive prizes. There were two
drawings. One drawing was for all
12-18-year-old enrolled Nooksack
Tribal members who were fully
vaccinated regardless of when
they were vaccinated. The second
drawing was for all 12-18-yearolds fully vaccinated with their
first dose given on June 2nd and

3rd. The following pictures are
some of our winners.
All enrolled Nooksack youth
who did not win in this drawing
will be added to the drawing we
will have for all enrolled Nooksack
Tribal members.
The Health Clinic also has a gift
for all enrolled Nooksack youth
who are fully vaccinated, so stop
by the clinic to pick up your gift! ▫

Reminder that the Nooksack Tribal Library offers:
• 18 station computer lab
• Internet access
• Large Native American collection of authors and content
• Tutoring assistance
• 23 Surface Pro tablets
• Correspondence with school
teachers ▫

Reminder to get kids vaccinated
with the regular vaccines
Preteens Need Vaccines to Stay Healthy
Protect the Circle of Life: “Let us put our minds together to see what life we can make for our children.” - Sitting Bull, Lakota Sioux, 1877

Why should my preteens and teens get vaccines?
Immunization is one of the most important tools we have to
protect our children from disease. If enough people in our
communities are immunized, vaccine-preventable diseases
will not be passed to our babies, our elders, our families,
and our communities.

What shots do my preteen and teen children need?
There are four vaccines recommended at 11-12:

Quadrivalent meningococcal conjugate vaccine
This vaccine protects against some strains of bacteria that cause
meningococcal disease such as meningitis and blood infections
(septicemia). These infections don’t happen very often, but can
be very dangerous when they do. Meningococcal disease can
very quickly become very serious—even deadly. Some survivors
will have a long-term disability such as deafness, brain damage,
or an amputated limb. The meningococcal vaccine is the best
way to protect preteens and teens from getting meningococcal
disease. Teens also need a second shot of the meningococcal
vaccine when they turn 16.

Tetanus-diphtheria-acellular pertussis (Tdap) vaccine
This vaccine protects against whooping cough, or pertussis,
which causes severe coughing fits. The coughing fits can
become so bad that preteens and teens can miss weeks of
school and social activities. They can even break a rib from
coughing. Whooping cough spreads very easily and can be
deadly for infants in the community who get it. The Tdap
vaccine is the best way to protect preteens and teen from
getting whooping cough. This shot also protects
against tetanus and diphtheria.

Human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine
This vaccine protects against infection with the types of HPV
that most commonly cause cancer. These cancers include:
cervical, vaginal, and vulvar cancer in women; penile cancer
in men; as well as anal cancer, throat cancer, and genital warts
in both men and women. HPV infections cause about 27,000
cancers every year. HPV vaccine is the best way to prevent most
HPV infections that lead to cancer.

Flu can be especially serious for preteens and teens
with chronic health conditions such as diabetes or asthma,
because they are at a greater risk for complications from the
flu. However, even healthy adolescents can get very sick from
the flu. While most preteens and teens who get sick with the flu
recover within a couple of weeks, some will get complications
like sinus infections, or pneumonia (a serious lung infection).

Are these shots safe?
Yes, these vaccines are very safe. All of these shots have been
studied very carefully and are continually watched to be sure
they are safe and work well.
Preteens and teens may experience mild side effects such as
redness and soreness in the area of the arm where the shot was
given. Serious side effects from these vaccines are rare. Most
side effects from vaccines are very minor and the benefits of
these vaccines far outweigh any possible risk of side effects.
Some preteens and teens may faint after getting a shot or any
other medical procedure. Sitting or lying down for about 15
minutes after getting shots can help prevent injuries that could
happen if your child were to fall while fainting.

Can I get help paying for these shots?
American Indian/Alaska Native children younger than 19 years
of age can get shots for free through the Vaccines
for Children (VFC) Program.
All IHS, tribal, and urban Indian
health clinics offer shots
through the VFC program.
So do many private doctors.
Check with your healthcare
provider or your local clinic.

Influenza (flu) vaccine
This vaccine protects against the flu. The flu is an infection of the
nose, throat and lungs caused by influenza viruses. Flu can cause
mild to severe illness, and in some cases, it can cause death.

CS258607-A

Ask the doctor or nurse which vaccines your child needs. Keep the circle strong.
For more information about HPV infection and HPV vaccine,
visit www.cdc.gov/HPV

Pictured: Nathan Roberts and Cylis
Johnny won a Nintendo Switch,
Vanessa Galindo won a Switch Lite.
Raeon Almojera-Mckendry and Jalaya
Davidson.

Ts’ simit Tó:lméls
Nurturing Wisdom

PROVIDING VIRTURAL ACADEMIC
SUPPORT TO NOOKSACK
STUDENTS AND FAMILIES

Dec 2015
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Offering

Every Child Matters Honored Sept 30th
September 30th marks a commemorative day for all Native
Americans and First Nations
members who experienced forced
attendance at residential schools
and serves as a reminder of the
trauma that elders lived through.
This day helps us understand our
history and promote the protection of our rights for future generations. Join OrangeShirtDay.org in
honoring this day.

The Story Behind Orange
Shirt Day

“I went to the Mission for one
year. I had just turned 6 years old.
We never had very much money,
and there was no welfare, but
somehow my granny managed to
buy me a new outfit to go to the
Mission School. I remember going
to Robinson’s store and picking
out a shiny orange shirt. It had
eyelets and lace, and I felt so pretty in that shirt and excited to be
going to school! Of course, when

I got to the Mission, they stripped
me, and took away my clothes,
including the orange shirt. I never saw it again, except on other
kids. I didn’t understand why they
wouldn’t give it back to me, it was
mine! Since then the color orange
has always reminded me of that
and how my feelings didn’t matter, how no one cared and how
I felt like I was worth nothing. I
finally get it, that the feeling of
worthlessness and insignificance,
ingrained in me from my first day
at the mission, affected the way
I lived my life for many years...I
want my orange shirt back!” Phyllis (Jack) Webstad, Dog Creek, BC.
This orange shirt taken from
one child, is a symbol of the many
losses experienced by thousands
of students, and their families and
communities, over several generations including: loss of family,
language, culture, freedom, parenting, self-esteem and worth and
painful experiences of abuse and

neglect. Wearing orange shirts are
a symbol of defiance against those
things that undermine children’s
self-esteem, and of our commitment to anti-racism and anti-bullying in general.
The date was chosen because
it is the time of year that children
were taken from their homes to
residential schools, and because it
is an opportunity to set the stage
for anti-racism and anti-bullying
policies for the coming school
year. Orange Shirt Day is also
an opportunity for First Nations,
local governments, schools and
communities to come together
in the spirit of reconciliation and

hope for generations of children
to come. Wearing an orange shirt
and promoting the slogan, Every
Child Matters, is an affirmation of
our commitment to raise awareness of the residential school
experience and to ensure that
every child matters as we focus
on our hope for a better future in
which children are empowered to
help each other. Let’s not forget
the children but honor them on
September 30th. Resource: OrangeShirtDay.org. ▫

Nooksack Youth Program in 2019
honoring Every Child Matters.

Back-to-School
Check Distribution
Thanks to the Nooksack Tribal
Council, Administration, Enrollment, Education Department, and
Youth & Family Services for providing support during the Back-toSchool Check Distribution.
In-person distribution took place
Aug. 17-18th at the Nooksack
Administrative Office. All remaining checks at the end of the day

were mailed. It’s not too late to
receive assistance. If your child is
age 4, or 15 to 19, proof of current school enrollment is needed.
Please email Frank Leyva at fleyva@nooksack-nsn.gov or fax attn:
Frank at 360-592-2125. Back-toSchool Check Applications can be
found on our website by searching
“back-to-school.” ▫
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Education Department

Teen Program Conquers August
W. Keith Lindsey,
Youth Academic Intervention
Specialist & Teen
Enrichment and
Prevention Program Manager

With the start of a new (hopefully near-normal) school year
looming on the horizon, the Nooksack Teen Enrichment and Prevention Program made the best of the
summer days remaining to us. As
is our custom, we spent mornings
in the classroom with lessons (this
month was financial literacy) and
behavioral health group meetings,
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and afternoons out and about and
away from omnipresent screens.
Our activities consisted of
exploring local parks, checking out
Nooksack historical sites, hiking,
swimming, and visiting Bellingham’s museums. In this way, we
seek to nourish mind, body and
spirit. After a brief hiatus in early
September to prepare for the fall,
we should (conditions permitting)
be ready to roll with the Si:wesa’
ylhem tset’ Class and after school
Teen Program. ▫
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Education Department

Teen Program Conquers August
Photos by Keith Lindsey
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Nooksack War Canoe Race July 2021
...Continued from pg. 1
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Nooksack War Canoe Race July 2021
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Abandoned and Non-Operational Vehicles
Mike Ashby,
Chief of Nooksack
Police

The Nooksack Tribal Police
have removed 109 abandoned
and non-operational vehicles
from Nooksack Tribal lands over
the last year. These vehicles were
removed at no cost to the property residents where the vehicles
were located. The Nooksack Tribal
Police have made an arrangement with a local tow company
to remove and dispose of vehicles
from Nooksack lands at no cost to
the residents, as long as the police
request the vehicle removal.
If you have an abandoned vehi-

cle on your land, or a vehicle that
does not run, you do not need a
vehicle title to have it removed.
You do not need to be the legal
or registered owner of the vehicle
to have it removed. Just contact
the Nooksack Tribal Police Department and make the request to
have the vehicle removed. An officer will come to the vehicle and

fill out all the required paperwork
and send it to the tow company.
The process normally only takes
a few days to have the vehicle
removed at no cost to you.
Per Nooksack Tribal Code, an
Abandoned Vehicle is: A vehicle
parked within the boundaries of
the Nooksack Reservation, or
other property held in trust for

the benefit of the tribe, without
authorization for more than twenty-four (24) hours, or without
movement for more than two (2)
months.
Officers are working their way
through the Nooksack housing
areas and will be placing green
tow notices on any vehicle they
observe which fits the above
description of an Abandoned
Vehicle. Normally any vehicle
impounded by a tow company
receives a bill for costs of removal
and storage, sent to the property
owner, and/or the legal owner of
record per the Washington State
Department of Licensing. Take
advantage of this free service to
have abandoned vehicles removed
while it lasts. ▫

Police Receive New SUVs and Swift Water Rescue Boat
You may start to notice several new Nooksack Tribal Police
SUVs on the roadways and in the
housing areas. The police department received a COPS grant
in 2020 to purchase three new,
fully equipped patrol SUVs. These
vehicles were ordered, but the
production was delayed due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. In late
July, the three 2021 Ford Explorer
SUVs were delivered to the police department and have been
placed in to full service. The three
vehicles which were replaced will

be stripped of police equipment
and offered to other departments
within the Nooksack Tribe for use.
There was also funding in the
2020 COPS grant to allow for the
purchase of a swift water rescue
boat for use on the Nooksack River. The Nooksack police hope to
have this new river boat in service
by the first of the new year. It will
allow for a quick response on the
Nooksack River and will improve
our ability to serve the Nooksack
community. ▫

11 ways to Remember 9/11 on the 20th Anniversary
On September 11, 2001, four
planes were hijacked by terrorists
and flown into the Twin Towers.
The 9/11 terrorist attacks killed
2,977 people and injured thousands at the World Trade Center,
the Pentagon, and in Somerset
County, PA. Here are 11 ways to
commemorate the 20th Anniversary:
1. Listen to stories or ask someone who remembers the
events of 9/11.
2. Volunteer with a non-profit.
September 11 is National Day
of Service and Remembrance,
a day to turn tragedies into
moments of triumph.
3. Learn about the events or

about the life of someone who
passed during the 9/11 attacks.
4. Participate in a stair climb,
honoring firefighters by climbing 110 stories, or the equivalent of the highest point of the
World Trade Center. Or participate in a race event honoring
9/11.
5. Donate blood.
6. Learn about Paulie’s Push, a
tribute to flight attendants and
crew members killed in the
9/11 attacks. Paul Veneto is
a retired United Airlines flight
attendant who is pushing a
beverage cart 200 miles, from
Boston Airport to Ground
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Zero, New York City September 2021.
7. Commemorating the attacks
by registering for the 9/11
Memorial & Museum’s free
Anniversary in the Schools
program.
8. Thank a first responder, firefighter, EMT, member of the
Coast Guard, or military per-

sonnel.
9. Donate to surviving 9/11
families, the 9/11 Memorial,
National Fallen Firefighters
Foundation, or other support
programs.
10. Watch a documentary or live
9/11 20th Anniversary event.
11. Take a moment of silence. ▫

Back on the Road: A New Court Order Lifts
Many Suspended Drivers Licenses
Anyone whose driver’s license
was suspended because they
failed to pay a traffic ticket or
didn’t go to court may be eligible
to get it back.
A Thurston County Superior
Court judge recently ruled that
the Washington Department of
Licensing (DOL) can no longer
suspend driver’s licenses because
a driver failed to pay non-criminal traffic tickets and/or failed to
appear at a related hearing. The
court said this practice is unconstitutional and ordered DOL to reinstate these suspended licenses.
The court also prohibited DOL
from automatically suspending
a driver’s license for unpaid traffic tickets until a new law goes
into effect in January 2023. This
means that if a driver's license was
suspended for failure to pay traffic
tickets or failure to appear at a
hearing for that kind of ticket, it
is no longer suspended as of June
16, 2021. These drivers do not

have to pay the $75 reissuance
fee and DOL will reinstate their
license if they are eligible.
A driver’s license is essential
for people throughout the state,
but especially in rural areas where
public transportation is scarce,
said Martha Ramos, a retired
relicensing specialist with nearly
a decade of experience helping
people in Washington regain
their suspended driver’s licenses.
Ramos is also coordinator of the
Washington State Relicensing
Taskforce.
“This ruling means people can
get back not only their licenses,
but also a critical link to jobs,
health care and education. It
means they will no longer be punished because they couldn’t afford
to pay a traffic ticket,” Ramos said.
She urged all residents who think
they may qualify to have their
licenses reinstated to get in touch
with DOL as soon as possible.
The court order relates only

to suspensions for non-criminal
moving violations such as speeding. It does not cover suspensions
for criminal traffic violations like
Driving without a License in the
Third Degree, Driving Under the
Influence (DUI), reckless driving,
or suspensions for habitual offenders.
DOL will notify drivers impacted by the court order beginning in
August. People can also register
for free at DOL’s License eXpress
website to determine the status of
their driver’s license.
As a result of the lifted suspensions, some drivers will become licensed drivers again automatically
and without taking any additional
steps. Most drivers, however, will
have to take some steps such as
paying general license and renewal fees or taking the written and
driving tests.
Unpaid traffic fines are still
owed to the court or collection
agency. Payment plans or requests

to perform community service to
pay down that debt may be available.
Links to more resources:
• To confirm that your suspension has been lifted by either
calling DOL’s automated line
(360-902-3900) or online at
www.dol.wa.gov/driverslicense/checkstatus.html
• To learn more about how to
request payment plans or
community service to pay
off debts, read www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/
if-your-drivers-license-wassuspended-for-failing-to-paytraffic-fines-you-may-be-ableto-get-it-back-under-a-newcourt-order.
This article was written by the ACLU
of Washington and the Northwest
Justice Project. August 2021. ▫

Important Information to Get You
Back on the Road
WASHINGTON

DRIVER LICENSE

If Your Driver’s License Was
Suspended for Not Paying Traffic
Fines, You May Be Able to Get it
Back Under a New Court Order

If your license was suspended
for failure to pay traffic tickets:
(1) Your driver’s license is no longer
suspended, as of June 16, 2021; (2) You will
not have to pay the $75 reissuance fee; and
(3) DOL will reinstate your license if you are
eligible for reinstatement.

DOL online resources
To learn about testing requirements,
costs, and locations:
https://www.dol.wa.gov/driverslice
nse/testing.html

What do I do next?

The Department of Licensing (DOL) can no
longer suspend driver’s licenses because a

1. Register at DOL’s License eXpress website to
determine the status of your driver’s license. It
is free.
2. You still have to pay general license and
renewal fees.
3. Some drivers will need to take the driving test.

driver failed to pay non-criminal traffic tickets
and/or failed to appear at a related hearing.
Suspended licenses will be reinstated, which meanslicenses
will no longer be suspended. DOL is not allowed to
automatically suspend a driver’s license for unpaid traffic
tickets until January 2023. If your license isexpired , you must
renew it. This may include taking the written and driving test.

Check status of your license:
https://www.dol.wa.gov/driv
erslicense/checkstatus.html
To learn about fees:
https://www.dol.wa.gov/dri
verslicense/fees.html

Do I still owe the fines to the court or collection agency?
Yes. You can request a payment plan or, instead of paying,
request to do community service towards that debt.
CAUTION : Your wages or bank account could be garnished
if you do not pay the fines or do community service.

Can I start driving now?
Your license will not be suspended for
unpaid non- criminal moving violations
like speeding tickets. DOL can still
suspend your license for criminal traffic
violations like Driving Under the
Influence (DUI) or reckless driving.

Maybe . Check to confirm that the suspension has been lifted by either:
• Calling DOL’s automated line: (360) 902-3900; OR
• Checking the status of your license online.
You can likely start driving again if all of these are true:
• Your license was suspended within the last 6 years for failure to pay for
or appear at hearings for non-criminal traffic tickets.
• Your driver’s license has not expired within that time.
• Your license is in your possession .

Interpreters available

Get Legal Help: Call 1-888-201-1014 or Apply Online at nwjustice.org/get -legal-help
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Genesis II Program
Aims for Long-Term
Addiction Recovery

Henry Whittlesey, Nooksack Substance
Use Disorder Professional

Hello neighbors,
This is Hank, the newest
member of Genesis II. I am going
to dive a little into the philosophy and ideas of how Genesis II
works and what we have to offer in regard to treatment. Most
people believe that addiction is a
moral issue, but we believe that
addiction is a medical issue. The
disease of addiction is a genetic,
physiological, and progressively
incurable brain disorder which we
address through a process, that
includes and is guided by medical
and 12-step models of treatment.
We believe that active participation in the 12-step program is the
single most effective way to gain
and maintain long term sobriety.
The process here at Genesis
II begins with an evaluation that
allows us to collect information to
identify the presence of addiction
and problems in other areas that
may contribute to addiction. Also
keeping in mind that not everyone
who comes to us here at Genesis
II for evaluations will meet criteria for treatment but could need
services that we do not provide.
We make appropriate referrals for
other programs such as behavioral
health, residential treatment, etc.
Genesis II provides a few different levels of treatment:
Level 1 – Education Class
(12 sessions). This is a class held
once a week for people who meet
criteria for a diagnosis of mild
addiction or no diagnosis but have
substance history. This class is
extremely informational on the
nature of the disease of addiction,
familial roles, symptoms of addiction, etc.
Level 2.1 – Intensive Outpatient Program (24 sessions). This

is a class that is held three times a
week for people who meet criteria for a diagnosis of moderate
to severe. We present topics that
revolve around statics and information on issues, attitudes, and
behaviors. These being associated
with substance abuse, addiction,
and early recovery. This particular
program helps people identify/
address issues. Allowing patients
to develop an understanding of
what they are experiencing at
the time they are dealing with it.
Going through this process allows
patients to develop an understanding of addiction and develop
coping skills to avoid relapse with
group/counselor support.
Aftercare – (12-24 sessions).
This class is held once a week.
The duration of sessions depends
upon the needs of the patient
who has completed primary care
(level 2.1) treatment. This class
focuses on resolving life issues,
and utilizing the philosophy and
application of 12-step principals.
This class also allows the patient
to have the support and accountability patients need to develop
stability in their recovery. We
believe active participation in AA/
NA programs is the single most
effective way to gain and maintain
long term sobriety. Our goal for
our patients is to develop skills for
long term recovery and to grow
spiritually. ▫

North Intertribal Vocational
Rehabilitation Program
The North Intertribal Vocational Rehabilitation Program is available Thursdays and Fridays from
8:30-4:30. We work with those
that have a permanent disability
and have barriers or limitations
caused by their disability. Please
telephone Tammy Cooper-Wo-

odrich at 360-592-0135 and set
up an appointment to see if you
are eligible. You can call the Bellingham office, Monday through
Wednesday 8:00-4:00 at 360671-7626 to set up an appointment. ▫

Peter Harris Looking for
Family Members
Peter Harris, formerly Gonzales, is looking for Nooksack relatives. Peter is 60 years old and
the seventh of eight children. He
remembers that he had a younger
brother and older sisters. When
Peter was 4 years old, his mother,
who he believes to be Nooksack,
died. All 8 children were placed in
foster care and given up for adoption. Peter was adopted and took
the family name Harris. Because
he was so young, Peter does not
remember the names of his parents or any of his siblings. He
currently resides in Washington.
A DNA test has not yielded strong
familial connections, but has con-

firmed Native ancestry.
Peter would like to connect
with one or more of his siblings if
possible. If you have any information, please contact jvantreese@
nooksack-nsn.gov to be connected with Peter. ▫

A GROUP OF TRIBAL MEMBERS NEAR AND FAR ARE SEEKING

NOOKSACK
TRIBAL
ELDERS
WE NEED YOUR INPUT ON OUR
ELECTION PROCESS

TO BE RESPECTFUL OF YOUR HEALTH AND LESSEN
THE SPREAD OF COVID, THE COMMITTEE WILL BE

Nooksack Indian Tribe’s Genesis II
2505 Sulwhanon Drive Everson,
WA 98247 | Po Box 157 Deming,
WA 98244
Office: (360) 398-6399 | Fax:
(360) 966-2883
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AVAILABLE TO YOU BY PHONE, EMAIL OR TEXT!
PHONE: 425-418-2346
OR
EMAIL:
NOOKSACKELECTIONSCOMMITTEE@OUTLOOK.COM

Community Forum on Nooksack
Tribe’s Climate Adaptation Plan
On October 14, 2021, there
will be a community forum to
learn about the Tribe’s Climate Adaptation Plan for key species and
habitats, and what the Tribe and
community can do now to help.
This event is hosted by the Nooksack Natural & Cultural Resources
Department. The lead presenter
will be Harriet Morgan from the
University of Washington Climate Impacts Group. The forum

will be from 6-8 pm at the Van
Zandt Hall in Deming. Mark your
calendar, and we hope to see you
there! (In the event of intensifying
COVID-19 risk we will conduct
the event online via Zoom.)
You can learn more and read
the full Nooksack Indian Tribe Climate Change Adaption Plan and
the Nooksack Tribe’s Vulnerability
Assessment on our website. ▫

Washington State Department of Health

Water Bacteriological Analysis
Monthly Report from the Nooksack Water Department
Date Analyzed: August 18, 2021
Rutsatz Road
Total Coliform: Satisfactory, Coliforms Absent. E. Coli: Absent

Whispering Cedars
Total Coliform: Satisfactory, Coliforms Absent. E. Coli: Absent

Five Cedars
Total Coliform: Satisfactory, Coliforms Absent. E. Coli: Absent

Sulwhanon
Total Coliform: Satisfactory, Coliforms Absent. E. Coli: Absent

Nooksack 418 Elk Draw
2021-2022 Results

Q’a7yíyech Elk
Hó:n

Fire

Smánit

Mountain

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

Leinani Swanaset
Jeremy Roberts
Katrice Rodriguez
Ross Cline Sr.
Jim Bura
George Swanaset Sr.
Jeff Point
Victoria Joe
Mike Kentner
Donia Edwards
Jeff Davis Jr.
Clayton Fry
Trevor Delgado
Jesse Paez
Lona Johnson
Ravenia Williams
Frank Leyva
Jennifer Boome
Richard Julian Jr
Sophia Walker
Katherine Romero
Alita Charles
Loren Roberts
Vinnie Johnson
Melanie Davis
Alicia Johnny
Nish Romero
Erikka Edwards
Gary Kentner
Ryawn Cline

31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.

Anthony Jules
Kenai Fry
Russ Roberts
Sherie Johnny
Sativa Robertson
Marrilee Cooper
Adrianna Malone
Ethan Leyva
Roman Swanaset-Simmonds
Malia Fry
Justine Fry Jr.
Molissa Leyva
Jack Cline
Antonio Swanaset
John Johnson
Solona Booth
Richard Edwards III
Sindick Bura
Garth McCauley
Betty Swanaset
Cody Anderson
Joe Johnson
Justin Johnny
Cheryl Swanaset
Diego Villanueva
Francisco Sanchez-Biskits
George Swanaset Jr.
Mary Brewer
Amber Latrell

Hear the Word of the Month at nooksacktribe.org

Nooksack Culture Program

Contact Tricia Cline in Natural & Cultural Resources
at tricia.cline@nooksack-nsn.gov.
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Nooksack Fitness Instructor
and Team Finish 10th in World
CrossFit Games

Nooksack Indian Tribe

E m p l oy e e S p o t l i g h t
COVID Emergency
Support Staff
Nooksack Health Department

JaneAnn Lahmann, R.N. (Interim Community
Health Nurse):
JaneAnn has 30+ years of experience in nursing.
Her lifework and special training are in elder care,
dementia Care, community health care – chronic
disease management, which has taken her all over
the USA as a traveling nurse consultant. Raised in
the Pacific Northwest, she lived in British Colombia and South Dakota before returning to Bellingham area in 2009. She enjoys camping, crafts
(hand spinning wool, needle work, jewelry making).
JaneAnn has enjoyed the opportunity to work for
and learn from the Nooksack community.

Nooksack Indian Tribe

Lynden’s i1uvit team finished
as the 10th Fittest Team in the
World during the World CrossFit
Games competition in August
2021. Nooksack’s fitness instructor, Karisa Stapp, joined team-

mates Justin Thomsen, Mitch
Stevenson and Carrie Beamer
after placing second in the national pre-qualification games in June.
Congratulations! ▫

Employee Spotlight
Margaret (Maddie) Smith, R.N.:

New to Nooksack (since March) to assist with
COVID program. Employed with Indian Health
Service for 17 years, and recently retired from
Lummi Health Clinic. Maddie lives on Lummi Island,
and in her spare time enjoys tennis, bike riding
and boating…. and she LOVES to read! Maddie has
enjoyed meeting the Nooksack community and
working with the staff at the Health Dept.

COVID Emergency
Support Staff
Nooksack Health Department

Broadband Benefit for
Affordable Internet
Service
The Federal Communications
Commission has launched a temporary program to help families
and households struggling to
afford Internet service during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The Emergency Broadband Benefit provides a discount of up to $50 per
month toward broadband service
for eligible households and up to
$75 per month for households
on qualifying Tribal lands. Eligible
households can also receive a
one-time discount of up to $100
to purchase a laptop, desktop
computer, or tablet from participating providers.

Eligible households can enroll
through a participating broadband provider or directly with the
Universal Service Administrative
Company (USAC) using an online
or mail in application.
You can learn more about the
benefit, including eligibility and
enrollment information, by visiting
www.fcc.gov/broadbandbenefit,
or by calling 833-511-0311. ▫

Tina Cummings, L.P.N:
Tina generously volunteered her time to assist
with our COVID Vaccine Clinics, and would often
bake amazing goodies to share with the staff. She
enjoyed meeting everyone, and loved the time she
spent with us as much as we enjoyed having her on
the team.

Catherine Stensgar, COVID Medical Administrative
Support:
Catherine has provided Administrative Support
during our COVID Vaccine Clinics, helping to register clients and maintain records for the clinic staff.
She is currently taking online courses with the
University of Hawaii for a degree in Marketing, and
in her spare time she loves paddling with her family
on the Rikkole Cree Canoe Club.

Families can go
to the following
website and apply:

SCAN ME

Tribal members get
10 Free Passes to
Arne Hanna
Contact Barb Himes with the Diabetes Program
at 360-966-2106 for details
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Nooksack New Hires

Permanent Order of Exclusion

07/19
07/19
07/21
07/21
07/26

Wesley Christjohn
Jaymz Roberts-Christjohn
August Joseph
Ashley Brown
Amy Taylor

Summer Youth Aide
Summer Youth Aide
On-Site Shelter Monitor
On-Site Shelter Monitor
HR Director

Are you in need of emergency
rental or utility assistance?

Tiffani Zamudio I Homelessness Resource Manager
360-592-0135 or tzamudio@nooksack-nsn.gov

The full document can be found on our website at nooksacktribe.org/legal-notices.

Elders’ Lunch Menu
Monday

Tuesday

September 2021

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1
Hot Dogs
Chili
Pasta Salad
Cherry Crisp

2
Meatball Sub
Sandwich
Mixed Veggie
Jell-O

3

Closed for
Labor Day

Tribal Holidays
Tribal Offices will be
closed on the following
days in 2021:

Jan. 1 New Year’s Day
7
8
6
9
10
Jan. 18 MLK Day
Pork Stir Fry
Commodity Day Baked Chicken
Food Bank
Jan. 22 Treaty Day
Rice
Steam Veggies
Closed for
Green Beans
Sugar Free Dessert Tuna Sandwich
Feb. 15 Presidents’ Day
Ham
Labor Day
Cake
Mashed Potato
Clam Chowder
Mar. 9 Billy Frank Jr. Day
Mixed Green Salad
Jell-O
Apr. 22 Mother Earth Day
Yogurt
May 31 Memorial Day
Jul. 5 for Independence D.
17
14
13
15
16
Sep. 3 Fri Before Labor D.
Shrimp Stir Fry
Kielbasa Sausage
Shepard’s Pie
Pancakes
Turkey Sandwich
Rice
with Veggies
Steam Carrots
Boiled Eggs
Veggie Sticks w/
Sep. 6 Labor Day
Egg Roll
Rice
Applesauce
Sausage
Ranch
Sep. 24 Governance Day
Applesauce
Split Pea Soup
Cream of wheat
Jell-O with fruit
Sugar Free
Fruit
Oct. 11 Coast Salish Day
Pudding
Nov. 11 Veterans Day
Nov. 25 Thanksgiving Day
21
Nov. 26 D/A Thanksgiving
20
22
23
24
Tuna Casserole Hamburger Gravy Swedish Meatballs
Egg Salad
Dec. 20 - 23 Admin Leave
Over Rice
Peas
Mashed Potatoes
Sandwich
Closed for
Green Beans
Bread Stick
Steamed veggies
Chicken Soup Governance Day Dec. 24 for Christmas
Wheat Bun
Applesauce
Sugar Free Pudding
Fruit Salad
Dec. 31 for New Year’s
Cup Cake

27
Beef Chili Mac
Cornbread
Fruit

28
Grilled Ham &
Cheese Sandwich
Chips
Tomato Soup
Cookie

29
Orange Chicken
Rice
Mixed Veggies
Fruit

30
Burger Dip
Au Jus
Potato Salad
Baked Beans
Cookie

Free Spay /
Neuter for Pets
Did you know? The Whatcom
Humane Society offers FREE
spay/neuter surgeries for the
pets of Nooksack Tribal members.
• Free dog & cat food available to all pets receiving
spay/neuter surgery.
• Free vaccinations & flea
treatment also available
at the time of spay/neuter
surgery.
• To schedule an appointment,
fill out the WHS Spay/
Neuter Assistance Program
(SNAP) application. Mail,
fax or bring the application
to WHS with a copy of your
tribal identification card.
Visit www.whatcomhumane.org
Phone: (360) 733-2080
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Nooksack Tribal Police

If you feel
something is
wrong,

COVID-19 vaccines
available for Nooksack
Tribal members 12+
Call 360-966-2106

CALL 911
You may end up preventing
a crime or help someone in
need. Trust your intuition.

Nooksack Labor Pool

The Nooksack Tribe is building
a labor pool for tribal members
who would like to be considered
for on-call labor work, that could
include:
• Special clean-up projects
• Landscaping & ditch projects
• Special moving projects
• Building projects

•
•

Vehicle Detailing
General laborer
Visit nooksacktribe.org to apply
for the labor pool or apply at the
Nooksack Administration Office.
Wages will vary depending on job.
Drug test & background check
required upon hire.

Nooksack Tribal Enrollment
REMEMBER TO KEEP

YOUR ADDRESS

UP-TO-DATE
Contact enrollment@nooksack-nsn.gov or call
360-592-5176

Time to Schedule Your
Sports Physicals!

Administrative Contacts

Tribal Council Office….........................................................(360) 592-5164
Tribal Council Fax…...............................................................(360) 592-4506
Administrative Office Main…..............................................(360) 592-5176
Administrative Fax…...............................................................(360) 592-2125
Human Resources (Director: Amy Taylor)....................(360) 592-5176
Emergency & Risk Management….....................................(360) 592-HELP (4357)
Early Childhood Education (Director: Alicia Allard)
Head Start - Deming….........................................................(360) 592-0141
Head Start - Everson..........................................................(360) 966-0523
Education (Director: Donia Edwards)
Education Main Office … .................................................(360) 966-2043
Youth Program ....................................................................(360) 966-2043
Health Services (Director: Lona Johnson)
Behavioral Health …..............................................................(360) 966-2376
Dental Clinic ….........................................................................(360) 306-5151
Genesis II Office (Manager: Rick George)....................(360)-398-6399
Medical Clinic…......................................................................(360) 966-2106
Medical Business Office… ................................................(360) 966-7704
Law Enforcement (Police Chief: Mike Ashby)
Police Department ….............................................................(360) 592-9065
Natural & Cultural Resources
Natural Resources (Dir: George Swanaset, Jr.)............(360) 592-5176
Fishing and Shellfish Fisheries Hotline .........................(360) 592-5140
Cultural Resources…...............................................................(360) 306-5759
Social Services (Director: Heidi Davis)..........................(360) 592-0135
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Elders Office …........................................................................(360) 592-0100
TANF - Deming…...................................................................(360) 592-0135
TANF - Skagit…… ...................................................................(360) 848-1758
GED Office Nooksack…......................................................(360) 592-0135 ext. 3425
GED Office Skagit… ..........................................................(360) 848-1758
Homelessness Resource Mgr (Tiffani Zamudio)........(360-592-0135
Youth & Family Services (Dir: Katrice Rodriguez) ....(360) 306-5090
Domestic Violence Office … ............................................(360) 592-5176
DV Emergency Hotline… ..................................................(360) 592-4164
Other Services
Auto Shop…….......................................................................(360) 306-5756
Child Support (Director: Ken Levinson)........................(360) 306-5090
Economic Development & Planning
(Director: Donovan Sather)………………………………(360) 592-0162
Enrollment Office (Dir: Roy Bailey) ...............................(360) 592-0135
Facilities & Maintenance (Dir: Richard Edwards)…......(360) 592-0162
Housing Authority Office (Dir: Malori Klushkan.......(360) 592-5163
Mí sq’ eq’ ó Community Building…………......................(360) 966-9153
North Intertribal Vocational
Rehabilitation Program …...............................................(360) 592-5176 x1048
Tribal Court Fax…...................................................................(360) 306-5181
Tribal Court…...........................................................................(360) 306-5125
Tribal Gaming .......................................................................(360) 592-5472
Tribal Veterans Program (Candace Kelly).....................(360) 592-5176
Casino & Market Center
Nooksack Northwood Casino…........................................(360) 734-5101
Toll free ….................................................................................(877) 777-9847
Nooksack Market Center…................................................(360) 592-5864

