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Out of concern about the
Omicron variant, the CDC has
recommended that everyone 16+
receive a COVID-19 booster dose.
Recently, the Omicron variant has
come to Washington. This variant appears to spread twice as
quickly as the Delta variant, which
spread too quickly already. It will
likely replace Delta in our region
very quickly, most likely within a
few weeks. Prior COVID infection
does not protect well against this
strain, and we do not yet know
how effective the vaccines will be.
This is a serious development.
Already St. Joe’s is running over
100% occupancy, which means
that both ill people with COVID
and ill people from everything else
Continued pg. 2...
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We are a tribe located in our ancestral homeland in the northwest
corner of Washington State. Our
name comes from a place name in
our language and translates to “always bracken fern roots,” which illustrates our close ties to our land
and the resources that continue to
give strength to our people. Our
tribe is located in Deming, Washington, nestled amongst majestic
mountains, lush forest, and the
meandering and dynamic Nooksack River. Here in this scenic
locale, we maintain a Tribal Council and Tribal Government. Both
our Council and Government work
to create a better future for every
Nooksack and ensure our tribe’s
sovereignty.
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(car crashes, heart attacks) may
not be able to get into the hospital.
The greatest risk is for the
unvaccinated. If you know any one
that is not immunized, please ask
them to do so now. Anyone ages
5 and older can now get vaccinated. Vaccination protects both the
individual and the community. If a
high-risk person becomes infected, it is very important that they
seek care immediately by calling
the clinic or going to urgent care
in town after calling. There are
infusions (monoclonal antibodies)
and some medications that can be
lifesaving IF taken early enough
-- within 24 hours of onset of
symptoms. These interventions
are for those at high-risk of complications, elders, and those with
immune compromise. Conditions
like diabetes are immunocompromizing IF it is not well controlled.
So now is a time to be sure to take
your medications, eat healthy, and
go for that walk every day.
We want to inform you that
everyone ages 16+ can now get a
COVID-19 vaccine booster.

You can get your booster:
• 6 months after your 2nd dose
of the Pfizer-BioNTech or
Moderna vaccine; or
• 2 months after your single
dose of Johnson & Johnson’s
Janssen vaccine.
The COVID-19 vaccines continue
to work very well at preventing
severe illness, hospitalization, and
death, including from the Delta
variant. A booster shot is an extra
dose that helps keep up protection.
At this point, over-the-counter
rapid antigen tests are also available. Every family should keep
some available at home. At this
time, cough with a fever remains

the most common accurate symptoms that testing is recommended
for.
Between now and the end
of the year is a time to be much
more careful about wearing a
mask and staying with those you
live with. If there are elders in
your family be sure to call them
every day to check in.
Our community has done a
great job so far but the hardest
part of this pandemic has just
arrived. By mid-January we should
be past the worst of it, but for
now we need to increase our efforts to protect those that are not
able to protect themselves. ▫

Nooksack Health Clinic Updates
COVID-19 Testing Criteria
The Nooksack Health Clinic has
updated its policies on COVID-19
testing. If you would like a COVID
test from the Health Clinic, testing
must include the following and
meet the approved testing criteria.

Testing Requirements:
1. Tribal ID is required for all
Nooksack enrolled members.
2. Photo ID and insurance cards
are required for all non-Tribal
employees.
3. Photo ID and insurance cards
are required for all non-Nooksack members residing in
Nooksack Tribal households.

Approved Testing Criteria:
1. A medical staff member or
Nooksack Tribal entity manager requests a test.
2. Patient is symptomatic and
COVID-19 is suspected.
3. Patient is considered a Direct
Exposure to a COVID positive
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case (test requested by medical staff).
a. If fully vaccinated, patient
must be 3-5 days post-exposure before testing.
b. If unvaccinated, patient
must be 5-7 days post-exposure.
4. Enrolled Nooksack (Canadian
residents) who are here on
tribal business, i.e. picking up
a check, picking up enrollment
card, attending a cultural or
ceremonial event (funeral, memorial, etc.) may be tested in
order to return to Canada.

Unapproved Testing Criteria:
1. Non-essential travel to Canada.
2. Shopping and leisure excursions.
3. First Nation tribal citizens for
Canadian border screening
tests.
4. Testing for unvaccinated tribal
members to attend events that
require a negative test result

(i.e. concerts, games, etc.)
Please Note: Insurance will no
longer pay for asymptomatic testing. This includes Cigna,
DSHS, Medicare, and HMA. If a
COVID test does not fit the testing criteria as outlined and is NOT
requested by medical provider or
Nooksack Tribe entity, the patient
will be responsible for payment. ▫

Request a
COVID-19 Test
Appointment

This form is required for COVID
19 testing at the Nooksack Health
Clinic.

How Do We Reduce Harm During Flooding?
With flood recovery efforts
estimated as high as $50 million
and nearly 1,900 structures reported damaged, many families
and businesses are displaced and
recovering from the devastating
flooding events across Whatcom
County in November.
Individuals impacted by the
flood are calling for solutions to
prevent the next disaster. The
quick-fix solution at the tip of
many tongues? Dredging the
Nooksack River. Proponents of
dredging suggest removal of sand,
sediment, and gravel with the
intention of deepening river channels and increasing water capacity
during high flow events.
Mountainous watersheds, like
those that drain the volcanoes of
the North Cascades, are naturally
sediment-rich systems, especially
as glaciers are receding and major flooding events are becoming
more common.
“The Nooksack River is the
second largest contributor of sediment to the Puget Sound Basin,”
said Mike Maudlin, Nooksack’s
Forest and Fish Specialist/Restoration Geomorphologist. “It contributes nearly 1.5 million tons of
sediment per year, which is over
20% of the total load to the basin.”
Due to climate change, melting
glaciers expose more ground to
erosion, he explained, and warmer winter weather means more
precipitation falling as rain rather than snow, further increasing
flooding and erosion. It is estimated that this latest flood may have
washed up to two-years’ worth
of sediment down the river in a
single event.
Proposals to remove sediment
through dredging, however, are
not new. Over the decades, gravel
companies have tried to convince
officials to allow sediment extraction from the Nooksack River
for a profit. In 1990, gravel removal was widespread in the river,
though its removal is not credited
with impacting the historic flood
event that occurred that same
year. On Dec. 7, 2021, a proposal was brought to the County
Council suggesting $250,000 for
sediment studies, legal remedies,
and negotiations for dredging

the river, with the hopes of extraction and export to new markets. Neither the Nooksack Tribe
nor Lummi Nation were consulted
in bringing forward the proposal,
though it included tribal properties. Both tribes voiced concerns,
and the proposal was then tabled
at the County Council committee
level.
A cultural concern is the exposure of historic tribal villages, if
a dredging process were to take
place in the river, said George
Swanaset Jr., Natural & Cultural
Resources Director. Sediment removal could, for example, uncover
ancestral remains as the Nooksack
Tribe has historic village sites up
and down the riverbank.
Even with extraction, Nooksack’s Natural & Cultural Resource
staff are among the voices who
think sediment removal would not
have been enough to prevent the
impacts of the November 2021
flood.
“Our understanding is that the
bigger the flood, the less effective
sediment removal is for reducing
flood levels,” said Ned Currence,
Fisheries and Resource Protection Program Manager for the
Tribe. “We had a big flood among
a series of successive floods. It is
doubtful sediment management
would have prevented it.”
In fact, research suggests sediment removal is not proven to be
an effective flood management
strategy at this level. Using US
Geological Survey reports, approximately 50,000 cubic feet per
second of water was flowing in
the Nooksack River on November
15, approximately 46,000 cubic
feet per second of water above
the average flow. Meaning, you
would need an additional 142
dump trucks per second of sediment removed from the river to
equal a normal river flow. Removing an amount of sediment to be
significant is unrealistic as well as
detrimental.
Dredging also presents a major problem. The Nooksack River supports three Endangered
Species Act (ESA)-listed species,
including the Nooksack winter-run
steelhead, Chinook salmon, and
bull trout, who use the river for

Lindsie Fratus-Thomas

spawning, rearing and migration.
A proposal to dredge could trigger
an environmental impact statement.
Dredging can negatively impact
habitat and offer direct damage to
incubating eggs, rearing juveniles,
and migrating fish, said Currence.
“Our salmon resources are
in deep trouble, and we cannot
support more negative impact
to habitat. These Treaty-protected species are important to the
Nooksack Tribe’s culture and its
fishers.”
The latest proposal to the
County Council suggests removing
sediment from dry upland beds,
to discourage impact on salmon
habitat. However, the Nooksack
River is constantly changing and
shifting, especially during high
flooding events. Dredging can
have unpredictable consequences
both upstream, as sediment backfills extraction holes, as well as
downstream, as sediment disruption settles.

“Our understanding is
that the bigger the flood,
the less effective sediment removal is for reducing flood levels.”
Solutions & Actions to
Reduce Harm

How does Whatcom County
move forward? Can floodplain
management integrate the needs
of fish, agriculture, cities and
towns, and be cost-effective flood
protection?
“We still believe an approach
that integrates salmon recovery
with flood management, as was

agreed to in the 2005 WRIA 1
Salmon Recovery Plan, is the best
course of action,” wrote Nooksack Chairman Ross Cline, Sr. in
opposition to the recent dredging
proposal before the County.
With this, Whatcom County
has taken the lead in developing a
Flood Integration Planning (FLIP)
process to update the Comprehensive Flood Hazard Management Plan, which brings together
diking districts, federal, state and
local regulatory agency staff, technical experts, landowner representatives and the tribes to integrate
the needs of salmon, agriculture,
cities and towns. This process
began in 2017 and includes developing goals, management strategies, alternatives, and projects to
reduce flood risks on the Nooksack River. Several pilot projects
from this process are currently in
the design phase, demonstrating
that it is leading to on-the-ground
action.
“We believe it is important to
review what we have learned in
the FLIP process as well as better
understand this most recent flood,
before planning remedial actions,”
said Ned Currence, who is also
on the Flood Integration Planning
steering committee. FLIP receives
funding and support from the
Washington Floodplains by Design
program, which has funded several flood risk reduction projects
throughout the state.
However, there is not one
fix-all solution to reducing flood
risks. Even after the flood, many
questions remain as to its full
impact upon the landscape. Further research will help better
understand pinch-points and the
hydraulic outcome of this historic
Continued pg. 4...

SNEE-NEE-CHUM JANUARY 2022 nooksacktribe.org

Page 3

...Continued from pg. 3

flood. Any actions moving forward
will require careful review.
“While we share the County's
desire to mitigate the impacts
associated with future flooding,”
wrote William Jones Jr., Chairman of Lummi Indian Business
Council, “we urge the County to
take a measured and deliberate
approach, that takes proper account of the important ecological
aspects associated with the functioning of the Nooksack River and
the needs of the native fish.”
Once the results of the flood
can be better understood, con-

“Our salmon resources
are in deep trouble, and
we cannot support more
negative impact to habitat. These Treaty-protected species are important
to the Nooksack Tribe’s
culture and its fishers.”
sidering why the changes are
occurring will help lead to better
outcomes. Scientists at the Nooksack Tribe still have questions.

To what extent are certain levees
or bridges constricting the river?
Where are the pinch-points? Can
improved or restored sediment
routing make a significant contribution? How do we plan for
a variety of river bed elevations
(aggradation and degradation)
over time? As the upper mainstem degrades, will it work its way
down to Everson?
“If we can review what we
know, answer some outstanding
questions, and continue to try to
work collaboratively to address
needs without harming salmon, through FLIP for example,

optimally that will improve longer-term conditions for salmon,”
said Ned Currence.
“Long-term flood management
and salmon recovery planning are
critical to the future of Whatcom
County and the Lummi Nation,”
Chairman William Jones Jr., wrote
opposing the proposal for dredging. “We believe a collaborative,
cooperative approach based on
sound science and informed by
Indigenous insight is what is needed.” ▫

North Fork Nooksack River Maple Creek
Reach Chinook Habitat Restoration
Eric Stover,
Watershed
Restoration
Coordinator

The Natural and Cultural
Resource Department (NCR)
completed the first phase of the
two-phase North Fork (Xwqélém)
Nooksack Maple Creek (P’eq’ósiy)
Reach Restoration Project this
past summer. The project is located about a mile east of the town
of Maple Falls near the confluence of the North Fork Nooksack
River and Maple Creek. A total
of 22 engineered logjams (ELJs)
were constructed over 0.3 miles
of the river and floodplain. The
project is part of the department’s
broader efforts to increase natural production of chinook and
other salmon for sustainable tribal
harvest. North/Middle Fork Nooksack early chinook is a genetically
unique, native population with low
numbers of returning natural-origin fish. The Nooksack Tribe hasn’t
had a directed commercial fishery
on early chinook in the Nooksack
River since about 1980.
Currently, NCR staff are working with landowners and government agencies to restore habitat
in this part of the North Fork
Nooksack River. The right bank
landowner is the Whatcom Land
Trust (WLT), and the left bank and
river channel is managed by Washington State Department of NatuPage 4

ral Resources (DNR). The WLT has
been working for over a decade to
restore the riparian forest and natural creek meanders on and along
Maple Creek that were cleared
and ditched for agricultural use
during the homesteading era. Because the Maple Creek Reach of
the North Fork Nooksack is a high
priority for chinook habitat restoration, NCR secured a grant to
design and implement restoration
in the river. Our expertise in river
restoration complements that of
the Whatcom Land Trust with the
partnership resulting in substantial
improvement to salmon habitat.
Before colonization by Europeans, the North Fork Nooksack
had many areas of wide floodplain with large naturally formed
logjams. These logjams stabilized
gravel bars that then developed
into forested islands in the river,
with side channels on each side of
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the islands. Side channels are very
important for chinook, providing
protected areas less vulnerable
to the fast water that can wash
out the gravel, along with salmon eggs and young salmon. Post
European colonization, the forest
was cleared along the river, and
logjams were removed. The river

began migrating across the floodplain much more rapidly, resulting
in the loss of both forested islands
and side channels. The problems
from this prior clearing of the
forest and logjams in the river still
persists even now, because the
forest cannot regenerate rapidly
enough to provide the large trees
needed for natural stable logjams
to form and persist. To this day,
the trees that erode from the
banks of the river are relatively
small and get washed down to the
delta and bay.
The primary goal of restoration
by NCR staff in the Maple Creek
Reach of the North Fork Nooksack
River is to restore chinook habitat
by creating stable log jams that
slow and deflect the river to restore the side channel habitat and
forested islands. While restoring
riparian forests is critically imContinued pg. 5...

Beaver dam on lower Maple Creek with Yellow Monkey Flower growing on top
of dam.

Looking east (up river) during construction of log jams. Maple Creek with
beaver dams left; North Fork Nooksack River right.
...Continued from pg. 4

portant, it will take many decades
before these forests have large
enough trees to form stable logjams. In the interim, we are using
engineered log jams to replace the
function of naturally formed logjams. Although restoring chinook
habitat is the highest priority, this
restoration also benefits other
salmon and trout species that use
the reach, including steelhead, bull
trout, coho, chum, sockeye, pink,
and cutthroat trout.
NCR staff have completed
several chinook habitat restoration projects in the North Fork,
and each project presents unique
challenges and opportunities. The
phase of the project this summer
had quite a bit of construction
activity around the confluence of
Maple Creek and the North Fork
of the Nooksack River. Maple
Creek is a productive spawning
and rearing area for several species of salmon. NCR staff worked
closely with the engineering firm
Natural Systems Design, as well as
the landowners and managers to
balance the location of construction in order to avoid negative
impacts to the existing high-quality habitat in lower Maple Creek.
The lower section of the creek
has a healthy population of bea-

ver that have constructed an
extensive complex of dams, which
create habitat that is, unfortunately, rare today in the floodplain
of the Nooksack River. The approach taken by the design team
and NCR staff was to construct
a series of log jams between the
current channel of the river and
the lower end of the creek near
the confluence with the North
Fork to reduce the risk that the
North Fork will migrate into lower
Maple Creek. In addition to protecting Maple Creek, the log jams
also protect the river bank from
erosion, giving the adjacent forest
a chance to regenerate. The goal
is that in several decades, when
the log jams decay, the trees will
have grown large enough to form
natural logjams that sustain future
generations of salmon.
As with other projects we have
completed, in-water construction
areas were first isolated from the
main flow to keep muddy water
from affecting downstream habitats and to facilitate removal and
relocation of fish. This project
contained the most diverse and
among the highest densities of juvenile salmon and trout, including
chinook, coho, and sockeye salmon, steelhead, and bull trout, that
we have encountered on any of

Looking across lower Maple Creek during construction of log jams between
the creek and the Nooksack River.

Ned Currence (left), Aaron Cline (center), and Darren Malloway (right) seine
juvenile salmon from the side channel to relocate them before log jam
construction.

the restoration projects we have
completed over the past 15 years.

Update:
This article was originally going
to be included in the December
2021 newsletter. Because of
major flooding on the Nooksack
River, articles related to the flood
were published instead. Since the
time this article was originally
written, the North Fork Nooksack Maple Creek Reach project
has been assessed for changes in
the river channel and habitat for
salmon and to see if any damages
occurred to the ELJs. No damage
was observed and the ELJs con-

structed at the lower end of the
reach, to prevent the river from
eroding lower Maple Creek while
improving habitat in the river,
functioned as designed.
Next year, we plan to continue work up river from this year’s
successful Phase 1. Phase 2 will
include construction of 20 log
jams in a 0.4-mile section of the
North Fork, with a similar goal
of restoring a side channel and
forested island at the edge of the
floodplain.
The North Fork Nooksack
Maple Reach Phase 1 restoration
project was managed from design
Continued pg. 6...

Daren Malloway, Treva Coe, and Aaron Cline, seine for fish in an isolation area
where a logjam was later constructed.

Some of the juvenile salmonids – including coho salmon, steelhead, and bull
trout - caught during one seining set.
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through construction and monitoring by Watershed Restoration
Coordinator Eric Stover, with support from the following:
• Sindick Bura and Aaron Cline
– log inventory, construction
support, fish exclusion and
planting
• Lindsie Fratus-Thomas – design review, planning support,
fish exclusion and construction
oversight support.
• Treva Coe – securing grant
funding, grant and budget
management, design review,
fish exclusion
• Michael Maudlin – design review, habitat monitoring
• Ned Currence – water isolation planning, fish exclusion
• Darren Malloway, Jeremiah
Johnny – fish exclusion
• Trevor Delgado – cultural resources review

• George Swanaset Jr. – department direction
The NCR Habitat Program staff
also wish to thank Tribal Council
and Administration staff for their
strong support of these important
chinook habitat restoration projects.
It takes a lot of effort, decades
of work, and many hands to restore a river and attempt to bring
back early chinook from the brink
of extinction. We are grateful to
have the opportunity to continue
to do our part to recover salmon and to recover treaty fishing
opportunities for the Nooksack
Indian Tribal members. ▫
Below: Drone photo looking down
river. ELJs slowing further erosion of
river into lower Maple Creek (behind
ELJs at top right of photo) while
providing pool habitat and starting
the formation of a side-channel for
improved chinook habitat (middle left
of photo).

Notice to Hunters:
Expiration of Deer/Elk tags is February 28, 2022. Return
tags no later than March 31, 2022 to avoid late fees.

Tips for Preventing Theft While
Fishing and Crabbing
•
Corporal Brandon
Farstad,
Nooksack Police

•

(tags, etching with initials, etc.)
Recent photographs of your
gear that includes any unique
makings or colors used
GPS coordinates of the last
location seen
Estimated value of your total
loss (gear cost, catch average
etc.)
High level of physical presence
at fishing location and gear

I would like to take a moment
to discuss different ways of deterring theft of fish, crab, and gear
during fishing openers. Theft of
fish, crab, and gear is unfortunately a regular occurrence when left
unattended. Below are some recommendations to follow that will
help your law enforcement officers
during these incidents.
• Properly mark gear with clearly
written fisher identification

•

these conditions can generally be
cleared within a day or two and
the roadway is passable for vehicles. Having a 3-5-day food and
water supply for these short-term
closures is a good safety practice.
Power outages are another
consequence of high winds and
snow fall accumulations. Staying warm in the winter when
the power goes out is essential.
Having wood heat as a backup, a
supply of blankets, or a portable
generator, is insurance against the
cold. It doesn’t happen often, and
the duration of power outages is
generally less than 24-hours, but
it is best to be prepared for the
worst.
All shelter-in-place emergency
weather conditions are generally a
short-term situation. If the emer-

gency became serious enough to
warrant an evacuation, the Nooksack Tribe has Emergency Shelter
locations at the Sulwhanon Community building and other community shelter buildings, which
would be activated to assist the
community. The Nooksack Tribe
is currently looking into a mass
notification system, which would
notify both email and phones of
Tribal members in case of emergency. Check the Nooksack Tribe
social media pages for additional
information on current emergency conditions, as they occur.
The Nooksack Tribal Police are
always available for response and
assistance by calling “911” and
requesting contact from an officer.
Stay safe, stay dry, and stay warm
this winter. ▫

•

Although on-site attendance of
fishing gear cannot be replaced, it
is encouraged that everyone follows the above guidelines to best
assist law enforcement with your
investigation. ▫

Emergency Preparedness
Michael S. Ashby,
Nooksack Chief of
Police

Having just gone through the
floods of November, I thought
it a good time to send some tips
for Emergency Preparedness
to the community. We experience several types of emergency
weather conditions in this area
of the Northwest. We experience
the flooding of our rivers, heavy
snowfall and seasonal windstorms,
which all cause different levels of
concern.
With any of the seasonal
weather conditions, it is best to
keep a 3-5-day supply of dry or
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canned foods and water on hand,
in case of the need to shelter-inplace within our homes. As seen
with the recent flooding events,
most of the Nooksack housing
areas escaped with very little
damage. The most common occurrence is to have water over Potter
road, or sections of highway 9
near Van Zandt or Acme.
The Five Cedars housing area is
occasionally cut off due to flooding and residents should always
be prepared to shelter-in-place
at home. The waters generally
recede within a day or two and
residents can travel the roads as
needed. The Rutsatz housing area
is more vulnerable to fallen trees
over the roadway during windstorms or snow and ice accumulations on Rutsatz Road. Again,
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Jingle Bell Run 2021
Barb Himes, Nooksack Diabetes
Program Educator

Nooksack community members and staff put on their bells
and came out to “jingle” for the
annual Arthritis Foundation Jingle
Bell Run held on December 11 in
Bellingham. Funding for registration this year was provided by the
Nooksack Diabetes Program. We
had 73 sign up for the “Nooksack
Runners” team. Weather was a

Fitness Classes Begin January 2022

challenge this year. Some of those
who could not make it to the
event put on their shirts and bells
and walked or ran closer to home.
The Nooksack Diabetes Program
has been funding this event for
the past 10 years with additional
funding by the SAMSHA program.
Participation has increased from
27 in 2011 to as high as 105 in
recent years. ▫

Nooksack Fitness is starting
fitness classes up again in January
2022! The projected start date is
January 10, 2022. They are planning to get the Kettlebell and Abmat Challenge going beforehand,
and will also need to collect any
equipment that has been checked
out before classes can start.
Here is the January schedule.

Please be on time to class. Extra
time will be needed for disinfecting any equipment after class.
Masks will be required, and social
distancing rules will be observed.
Please email kstapp@nooksack-nsn.gov or mtumangday@
nooksack-nsn.gov with questions.
More information to come in the
following weeks. ▫

Fitness Class Schedule January 2022
Time
12:001:00

5:306:30

Mon

Tue

CrossFit @
Community
Building

CrossFit @
Tin Building*

5:30
Spin @
Community
Buidling

5:15
HIIT @
Community
Building

Nooksack Fitness
Wed

Thur
CrossFit @
Community
Building

5:30
Spin @
Community
Building

Fri
CrossFit @
Tin Building*

5:15
Kickboxing @
Community
Building

*Locations subject to change. Updates will be posted in the Nooksack Bootcamp
Facebook page. Classes are on a first come, first serve basis. Only 10 people are
allowed per class. Masks are required. You need to be on time to class to account for
cleaning time after class is over.

Kudos to Nooksack
Head Start!
Parents appreciated this kid-approved pancake breakfast, provided by Nooksack Head Start
mid-December. Here, Otis LaClair
shows off the pancake he made
(with assistance from RoseMary
LaClair). Thanks Head Start! ▫

NOTICE OF ELECTION

NOTICE OF ELECTION

Primary Election

ADDENDUM

General Election

Primary Election

February 19, 2022
March 19, 2022

February 19, 2022

General Election

Voting Location and Hours:

March 19, 2022

Mi sq’ eq’ ó Community Building
2515 Sulwhanon Road
Everson, Washington

Voting Location and Hours:

Polling Hours - Primary Election
Polls are open from 9 am – 5 pm
February 17, 18 & 19, 2022

Mi sq’ eq’ ó Community Building
2515 Sulwhanon Road
Everson, Washington

Polling Hours – General Election

Polling Hours - Primary Election

Offices on the Ballot:

Polling Hours – General Election

Polls are open from 9 am – 5 pm
March 17, 18 & 19, 2022

Polls are open from 9 am – 5 pm
February 17, 18 & 19, 2022

Tribal Chairman, Tribal Secretary, and
Council Positions A and B

Polls are open from 9 am – 5 pm
March 17, 18 & 19, 2022

Offices on the Ballot:

Absentee Voting:

Any eligible voter may vote by Absentee ballot in
the Primary and/or the General Elections. Absentee
ballots must be requested by the voter from the
Election Board. Requests may be made in person at
the Election Board office during regular business
hours, by telephone at (505) 980-1076, by email at
trainey@electionpeople.com or by mail at Nooksack
Election Supervisor, Post Office Box 6306, Albuquerque,
New Mexico. 87197, beginning December 27, 2021 and
ending January 7, 2022. Regardless of the method used
to request an Absentee ballot, the requester, must be
able to confirm their membership number, date of
birth, and official address as confirmed by the
Nooksack Tribal Enrollment Department.

Candidate Filing:

To secure a place on the election ballot, prospective
candidates must obtain a Candidate Filing Packet
containing a Qualified Candidate Form and Candidate
Petition Forms from the Election Board office.
Candidate Filing Packets will be available at the Election
Board Office during regular business hours beginning
December 27, 2021 and must be submitted no later than
2 pm on January 7, 2022.

Tribal Chairman, Tribal Secretary, and
Council Positions A and B

ELECTION BOARD OFFICE:

The Election Board Office is located at:
4979 Mt. Baker Highway – Suite G
Deming, WA 98244

ELECTION BOARD OFFICE HOURS:
Through the course of the Election cycle,
Election Board office hours are:

December 27, 2021, through January 7, 2022

Monday through Friday 10 am – 7 pm

January 10, 2022, through the conclusion of
the Election cycle:

Monday through Friday 9 am – 5 pm

FOR QUESTIONS CONTACT
Terry Rainey at;
e-mail: trainey@electionpeople.com
Phone: Terry Rainey
(800) 833-5568

ADDENDUM:

Due to the impact of office closures caused by the
recent inclement weather and COVID-19, the
following changes have been made regarding
candidate filing methods and the office hours of
the Election Board.

Candidate Filing:

To secure a place on the election ballot, prospective
candidates must obtain a Candidate Filing Packet
containing a Qualified Candidate Form and Candidate
Petition Forms from the Election Board office.
Candidate Filing Packets will be available at the Election
Board Office during regular business hours and must be
submitted in person no later than the close of business,
(7 pm) on January 7, 2022.
Prospective candidates may also request a packet be sent
via overnight courier by submitting that request to the
Election Board by email at: trainey@electionpeople.com.

ELECTION BOARD OFFICE:

The Election Board Office is located at:
4979 Mt. Baker Highway – Suite G
Deming, WA 98244

ELECTION BOARD OFFICE HOURS:
Through the course of the Election cycle,
modified Election Board office hours are:

December 27, 2021, through January 7, 2022

Monday through Friday 9 am – 7 pm

January 10, 2022, through the conclusion of
the Election cycle:

Monday through Friday 9 am – 5 pm

FOR QUESTIONS CONTACT
Terry Rainey at;
e-mail: trainey@electionpeople.com
Phone: Terry Rainey (505) 980-1076
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Stocking Stuffer Event
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Kids Vaccine Clinics & Booster Shots Protect the Community
Way to go! Congratulations to all the kids who were able to get their
second COVID-19 dose Dec. 9, 2021! And to the kids who attended
the Child Clinic Dec. 8. Good job being brave and protecting yourselves
and the community! Thank you to everyone who has already gotten
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their booster shot. If you still need to get vaccinated, or boosted, request an appointment online or call 360-966-2106 to schedule. Anyone 5+ is now eligible. 16+ for boosters. ▫

WIC Participants

Diaper Kits
Available!
Size 2 and 5

Vaccination Incentive Deadline
Extended to Feb. 28
Have you turned in your vaccination verification? The Vaccination Incentive is for all enrolled Nooksack Tribal members
who are fully vaccinated against
COVID-19.
Important update: The Vaccine Incentive was extended to
2/28/2022 including all ages fully
vaccinated. If you were vaccinated
at the Nooksack Health Clinic, no
action is required. If you were vaccinated elsewhere, please provide
your vaccination verification and
enrollment number to Frank Leyva
<fleyva@nooksack-nsn.gov>. A
one-time payment of $1,000 will
be available to each Tribal member. If you have not received your

Each active participant can
receive one box, or one of
each, whichever best fits
their family. Each box includes
24 diapers, 1 package of
baby wipes, 1 tube of diaper
rash ointment, 1 small rag,
4 oz. baby shampoo, and 4
oz. baby lotion. Limited
supply.

If you are not
currently a WIC
participant, please
contact Leinani
Swanaset to see
if you are eligible
to apply.

Vaccination Incentive yet, email
Frank at fleyva@nooksack-nsn.
gov. ▫
Request a
COVID-19 Vaccine
Appointment

Contact:
Leinani.Swanaset@nooksack-nsn.gov or 360-966-2106
SNEE-NEE-CHUM JANUARY 2022 nooksacktribe.org
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Nooksack Tribe’s Emergency Shelter Locations

Ross Cline Jr.,
Planning Manager

We all know that the weather can be very unpredictable at
times, especially in the fall and
winter. November of 2021, we
experienced some severe flooding
throughout Whatcom County.
To give everyone an idea of how
quickly the first flood happened,
here is a sample of road closures:
• Nov 14, 2021, late evening:
Slater Road closed
• Nov 15, 2021, midnight to 3
am: 3 roads closed
• Nov 15, 2021, 5 am: About 10
roads closed
• Nov 15, 2021, 6 am: 60 +
roads closed

• Do not drive through standing
water during flood events.
• Call 911 if you become stuck
or stranded and need rescue.
• It’s always a good idea to have
an emergency kit in your car
or home that contains a flashlight, blanket, jacket, change of
clothes, water, snacks, and first
aid kit.
The Nooksack Tribe does have
some emergency locations for
Tribal member to gather during
severe weather events. Hours
of operation will be limited unless announced by the Nooksack
General Manager for any changes
in hours. These locations will be

Although minor flooding was
expected, the flooding was not
expected to happen so quickly
and not expected to be as bad as
it got. Several major roads were
closed due to flooding or flood
damage and this ultimately cut
off routes to and from Deming.
Please remember:
• Check the Nooksack Facebook
page for announcements on
emergency shelters and hours.
• Check Ross Cline Jr. Facebook
page for road conditions, closures or updates.

available for charging devices and
staying out of the elements. They
will also be patrolled by Nooksack
Law Enforcement. Children must
not be left unattended during
shelter operations. Please see the
map for safe place locations.

Mission Road Area:
• Small Community Building
- 2500 Suchanon Drive, Everson, WA
• Mi sq’eq’o Building - 2515 Sulwhanon Drive, Everson, WA

Goshen Area:
• Timber Ridge - 5048 Mission
Road, Bellingham, WA

Deming Area:
• Warehouse - 4963 Deming
Road, Deming, WA
• Deming Church - 5075 Karen
Street, Deming, WA

Rutsatz Area:
• Small Community Building 5912 Johnny Drive, Deming,
WA

Five Cedars Area:
• Small Community Building 3891 Uluquance Drive, Deming, WA
• Elders’ Kitchen - 3858 Emily
Drive, Deming, WA
• Homeless Shelter - 3870
Uluquance Drive, Deming, WA

Saquilty

NIHA Housing Site locations
Reservation
Housing Site
Original Allotments

_
^
Suchanon
Suchanon

_
^

Mi sq' eq' o
Sulwhanon

_
^

_Timber Ridge
^
_Warehouse
_^
^
_
^

Rutsatz
Rutsatz

5 Cedars
Five Cedars
Homeless Shelter

_
_^
^
_
^

Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, USGS, Intermap, INCREMENT P, NRCan, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), Esri Korea,
Esri (Thailand), NGCC, (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community

Progress on the PPE Storage Building
The Nooksack Pandemic Response Team is happy to share that the PPE
storage warehouse construction is nearly complete and already in use.
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Safe Places

This map shows
the safe places
for Nooksack
Tribal members
during times of
emergency.

Sulwhanon’s New Water Tower
Joe Bob, Water Department Manager

The Old Water Tower
The old Sulwhanon water
tower that was demolished and
removed, was at the time, only
being used to half capacity, as
there were multiple leaks above
the halfway point of the structure.
The old water tower capacity was
approximately 160,000 gallons.
About a year and a half prior to
construction of the new tower,
the Water Department adjusted
only filling the old tower about
half full, or approximately 80,000
- 85,000 gallons of water storage.
The Water Department had two
pressure boosting water pumps
installed to increase pressure, as
the water tower level was being
operated at lower heights.
The water operators, Kevin Roberts and Russell Roberts,
noticed two things during this
time. One, the pressure was far
better when the booster pumps
were installed, and although the
boosters required a little extra
maintenance, the greater pressure
was an upgrade to the system.
Two, the water was much easier
and more effectively treated for
iron removal. (Iron is the cause
of the orange/brown water). The
lower amount of water in the
tower allowed the water tower to
cycle through the stored water at
a much more efficient rate, helping to reduce the time the water
spends moving from treatment to
your water tap. This reduced the
amount time the water had to oxidize and release the iron, discouraging the water from changing
color.
The New Water Tower
Standing at 28 feet tall with a
high water level at 25 feet above
floor, the new water tower has a

holding capacity of 83,000 gallons. The size of the new water
tower was determined from the
1.5 years that the water operators
witnessed the old tower operating
at half capacity. During this time,
it was proven that this amount
of water storage would not only
be adequate, but also ideal for
treatment, taking into consideration the very unique situation the
Sulwhanon well faces with such
naturally high iron content within
the aquifer itself.
Water usage at Sulwhanon
will vary, increasing or decreasing throughout the year. During
the winter months the Sulwhanon community will only average
about 3,000-5,000 gallons a day.
However, during the summer
months and during heat waves,
the Sulwhanon community will
use up to 10,000-12,000 gallons
of water in one day. With this
knowledge of usage, and without
any water production, the new
water tower has a capacity to last
at least 8 days during the highest
amount of usage.

The Well
We are able to pump water
into the tower at a steady rate of
20 gallons of water per every minute. This equals out to be just over
28,000 gallons of water in one day
if needed to fill the tower.
We hope this information is
helpful and educates the community. We hope the understanding
puts minds at ease knowing the
new water tower, although it
looks smaller than the old tower,
it is still far beyond sufficient and
does have the capacity to provide
plenty of water storage for the
Sulwhanon community throughout the year, even during the
highest water demand times. ▫

Washington State Department of Health

Water Bacteriological Analysis
Monthly Report from the Nooksack Water Department
Date Analyzed: 12/8/21
Rutsatz Road
Total Coliform: Satisfactory, Coliforms Absent. E. Coli: Absent

Whispering Cedars
Total Coliform: Satisfactory, Coliforms Absent. E. Coli: Absent

Five Cedars
Total Coliform: Satisfactory, Coliforms Absent. E. Coli: Absent

Sulwhanon
Total Coliform: Satisfactory, Coliforms Absent. E. Coli: Absent

Snowplow Reminders
Ross Cline Jr., Planning Manager
With the winter months fast
approaching, it’s time to talk
about keeping you and your family
safe when the snow plow is moving through your area.
Please Remember:
• Maintain 40’ distance from the
snow removal equipment at
all times! The snowplow will at
times make sudden stops, very
wide turns, and also sometimes fling debris into the air.
• PLEASE remind children to
stay far away from the snowplow at all times and not to
build snow forts in the street!
Visibility for the snowplow
operator is very limited.
• If possible, keep all vehicles off
main roads; the snowplow is
very wide and vehicles on the
side of the road will hamper
our ability to safely remove
snow.
• Every effort will be made to
keep snow berms at driveways
to a minimum, but the plow

operator is not responsible for
removing snow berms from
driveways.
• For Sulwhanon residents,
please stay away from the
north side portion of the loop
if there is a snowdrift, unless
you live on the north side of
the loop. This is because the
snowdrift is a hazard and you
may get stuck. Please use
the south portion of the loop
for your safety. Although the
loop may look clear, remember there are snow drifts on
county-maintained roads as
well, and the operator cannot
plow those drifts on county
roads. So, use caution even if
the housing sites are cleared of
snow.
• The plow operates at different
hours of the day and travels
between all the housing sites
and the scattered housing
sites, including Martin Road,
and if possible, areas near
Halverstick Road. ▫

PPE Storage Building
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Ts’ simit Tó:lméls Nurturing Wisdom
Marjorie Castillo Farquhar
Iweste’leq
(teacher)

Wow! I was only recently
rehired back to work in the Education Department with the Afterschool Program mid-October, and
here it is already mid-December.
These past two months have been
amazing! The program has meshed
together so well, making it 10
times easier to connect with the
kids and do our best work with
them. I, for one, have to say I’ve
been super impressed with everyone on campus! And don’t let
me forget the Leadership Team.
They’ve been fabulous!! I can’t say
enough good things about them
and how they have all been so
proactive in keeping us on track.

This quarter I was able to reach
teachers at Acme, Harmony and
Mt. Baker Junior High to introduce myself and ask how I could
best be of help. Every one of the
teachers and principals I contacted, and even met in person, gave
me some excellent insight on your
children as well as a good starting point with continued updates
on how best to support them,
academically. This allowed me to
establish a better routine with
the kids in a group and one-onone. We had our time of fun and
games with plenty of time left for
study, and everyone seemed to be
excited. My guess is this had a lot
to do with the teachers at schools
being able to connect with the
kids about Program and their Support Teacher, Ms. Marjorie. I owe
a debt of gratitude to your kids’
teachers.

Micha Camarillo
Iweste’leq
(teacher)

Continuing with recognition
of outstanding staff, I am excited to announce, on behalf of the
Youth and Education Department,
that Alma Edwards is the newest
Iweste’leq Mi’ytel (teacher assistant) of the Month. The spotlight
interview for Alma can be seen
on the Ts’ simit Tó:lméls- Nurturing Wisdom Facebook page. The
transcript from the interview can
be read below:

Alma Edwards was nominated
as the newest Iweste’leq Mi’ytel
(teacher assistant) of the Month.
Congratulations, Alma!

Teacher Micha: Hello and
thank you for joining me. Here
with me is Alma Edwards, who
I am excited to announce is this
month’s Iweste’leq Mi’ytel! Congratulations Alma!
Alma: Thank you!
Teacher Micha: How does it
feel to be recognized as someone
who goes above and beyond at
their job?
Alma: Thank you. It feels good.
It feels nice to be seen.
Teacher Micha: Well, I have
definitely noticed all of the hard
work you do every single day and
how committed you are to the

kids. I see you and we all see you.
Thank you so much for the work
that you do. How long have you
worked here with the Youth and
Education Department?
Alma: Three and a half years,
going on four.
Teacher Micha: Oh, my goodness, no way! That is really cool!
One of the reasons, I guess besides the many years that you
have put in, that you are being
recognized as the Iweste’leq
Mi’ytel of the Month is because of
your ability to balance all of your
responsibilities. I feel like you are
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We had a lot of fun planned
activities for the holidays, which I
thought added an extra dimension
to our time at Timber Ridge. For
Halloween, the kids got to carve
pumpkins and participate in a
coloring contest. At Thanksgiving,
our fabulous cooks amazed us all
with their culinary skills and we
got two Thanksgiving meals. As
we have neared Christmas, everyone is bustling around full of energy, fun and excitement making
the campus feel like Christmas. It’s
been so much fun to watch and
be a part of.
I can’t leave off the new “Teacher of the Month” and “Student of
the Week” challenge given by our
fearless leader, Donia Edwards.
This has been probably one of
the most positive things I’ve seen
done at Program. Kids who stand
out have been recognized with a

soft no-stitch blanket, and Teaching Assistants who have made
a difference have also been acknowledged with a gift and praise.
This will continue throughout
the year so that everyone has a
chance to hold the spot of Teacher of the Month and Student of
the Week.
I’ll end by saying that, toward
the end of the month I was afforded the opportunity to meet with
kids on Zoom to do homework
and catch up on missing assignments, and this was surprisingly
well attended. I owe a world of
gratitude to all the parents who
have helped to make this happen.
As a result, I now have some new
Facebook friends and feel a lot
more connected to all you wonderful, awesome parents. Thank
you for allowing me into your
family’s lives. A true blessing. ▫

really good at prioritizing the children, but also accomplishing all of
your tasks. Where do you get your
strong work ethic and positive
attitude from?
Alma: I think I get my strong
work ethic just from being a mom.
I know how to handle kids and
work with them.
Teacher Micha: Yeah! I think
that comes through. You seem so
comfortable with the kids. I think
being a mom makes you an amazing multitasker! I mean you’re a
mom and you work, that in and
of itself is multitasking. I think
you have a lot of strong skills in
that area. Another reason why
you are being recognized is that
people have noticed that you able
to come up with really fun and
engaging activities for the kids.
Where do you get your inspiration
or ideas from?
Alma: Mostly from TikTok or
Google. I like to search in categories, like K through 1st, 2nd
through 3rd, and 4th through 5th.
I like to go by grade level for the
projects.
Teacher Micha: Right, then I am
sure you are able to try things out
with your kids or just know from
your experience with them, what
is good for certain age groups. It
seems like you really like your job.

What is your favorite part about
working here with Nooksack
Youth?
Alma: Just running around with
all the kids. I love playing kickball
with them. I like being outside
with them, anything outside really.
That is my favorite part about
coming here and working with the
kids.
Teacher Micha: I think that
is the biggest gift you can give
them, just your time. I appreciate that you prioritize them over
everything else and really give
them your attention. And I know
that they really benefit from it,
so thank you. Then just one last
question, what sort of skills do
you think we should be looking
out for when recognizing other
employees?
Alma: Somebody who is flexible with their time or showing
hard effort toward their job.
Teacher Micha: Yeah! Like a
team a player, someone who is
willing to do different jobs to keep
this program running! It definitely
takes a team effort! So, thank you
for being a part of this team, and
helping us run these programs and
keeping our kids happy and having
fun! ▫

2022 STOWW
Distribution
2022 Food Bank
Distribution
Starts at 10:00-1:00 pm or until
supplies last!
Friday-January 07, 2022
Friday-February 04, 2022
Friday-March 04, 2022
Friday-April 08, 2022
Friday-May 06, 2022
Friday-June 03, 2022
Friday-July 08, 2022
Friday-August 05, 2022
Friday-September 09, 2022
Friday-October 07, 2022
Friday-November 04, 2022
Friday-December 02, 2022

Nooksack New Hires

Starts at 11:00 am - 2:00 pm

Tamara Smith
MA-COVID Support
Catherine Stensgar COVID-19 Medical Administrative Support
Brian Roberts
On-call Receptionist

Tuesday-January 11, 2022
Tuesday-February 08, 2022
Tuesday-March 08, 2022
Tuesday-April 12, 2022
Tuesday-May 10, 2022
Tuesday-June 07, 2022
Tuesday-July 12, 2022
Tuesday-August 09, 2022
Tuesday-September 06, 2022
Tuesday-October 04, 2022
Tuesday-November 08, 2022
Tuesday-December 06, 2022

Tribal Police Recognized with Holiday Meal
On December 22, the Tribal Administration gifted the Nooksack Police
Department with its annual Christmas dinner, in appreciation for the
police working during our government-wide closure -- and as a thank
you for everything the department does for the community year-round!
We appreciate your service, Nooksack Police!

If you are unable to pick up your food
on the scheduled date, please contact
our office ASAP to make other arrangements for pick up at 253-589-7101 or
toll free 800-567-6690, or email: BECCAM@STOWW.ORG
Participation in FDPIR qualifies
school-age children for Free Lunch
Program. If you need assistance in
applying for Free Lunch, please contact
the STOWW Office 253-589-7101 or
1-800-567-6690.

January 2022

Elders’ Lunch Menu

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

3

4

5

6

7

Grilled Cheese
Sandwiches
Tomato Soup
Chips
Cookies

Pancakes
Sausage Links
Hash browns
Eggs
Berries

Beef Patty
Chili
Cornbread
Garden Salad
Fruit

Pork Roast
Rice Pilaf
Mixed Veggies
Chicken & Rice
Soup
Apple Sauce

Food Bank Day
Sweet & Sour
Chicken
Rice
Corn
Jell-O

11

12

13

14

Corn dogs
Jo Jo’s
Veggie Sticks
Fruit

Commodity Day

Ham Sandwich
Chips
Split Pea Soup
Cupcake

Pizza
Bread sticks
Garden Salad
Pudding

Tuna Sandwiches
Veggie Sticks
Jell-O

Jan. 22 Treaty Day
Feb. 21 Presidents’ Day
Mar. 9 Billy Frank Jr. Day
Apr. 22 Mother Earth Day
May 9 D/A Mothers Day

17

18

19

20

21

Closed
Martin Luther
King

Hot Dogs
Chili
Caesars Salad
Apple Crisp

Spam Fried Rice
Mixed Veggies
Applesauce

Meatloaf
Mashed Potatoes
Mixed Veggies
Fruit Cocktail

Closed
Treaty
Day

Jun. 17 Fri of Father's Day
Jun. 20 Juneteenth obser.
Jul. 4

Independence Day

Sep. 2 Fri before Labor Day
Sep. 5 Labor Day
Sep. 23 Governance Day

24

25

26

27

28

Hamburger
Lettuce/Tomato
Potato Salad
Chips
Cookies

French Toast
Ham
Hash browns
Egg
Fruit

Indian Taco
Beef, Lettuce, Tomato, Cheese
Onion & Salsa
Jell-O

Teriyaki Chicken
Rice
Mixed Veggies
Pudding

Baked Fish
Rice
Steamed Veggies
Clam Chowder
Cupcakes

Waffles w/ Strawberries & Whipped
Cream
Bacon
Hash browns
Egg

Oct. 10 Coast Salish Day
Nov. 11 Veterans Day
Nov. 24 Thanksgiving Day
Nov. 25 D/A Thanksgiving
Dec. 23 Admin Leave
Dec. 26 for Christmas
Dec. 27-30 for Admin Leave

Every day:
Fresh green
salad and fresh
fruit.

Automotive Department

Tribal Offices will be
closed on the following
days in 2022:

May 30 Memorial Day

31

Nooksack

Jan. 17 MLK Day

10

Hamburger Soup
Roll
Garden Salad
Cherry Crisp

Nooksack Tribal
Holidays

Free Heater System
Check with Oil Change
•
•
•
•
•

All technicians ASE Certified
Quality repairs guaranteed
HD trucks, cycles, boats &
equipment
Welding and fabrication
Towing services available
Services include: Oil (up to 5
quarts), Lube, New Oil Filter,
Refill of Window Washer

Plus:
• Air filters
• Power steering fluid
• Tire pressure
• Transmission fluid
• Visual check of break pads,
lights, turn signals, break
lights, etc.
Nooksack Automotive
4975 G Deming Road
Deming, WA 98244
(360) 306-5756
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Request a COVID-19
Vaccine Appointment

Veterans Photographs
Pictures of the veterans at
the Community Building will
be taken down, scanned, and
placed back in the Community
Building. If you have pictures
of veterans you would like to
share, please e-mail cmccoy@
nooksack-nsn.gov or stop by the
office.

Request a
COVID-19 Test
Appointment
This form is
required for
COVID 19 testing
at the Nooksack
Health Clinic.

News straight
to your inbox
Subscribe!
@ nooksacktribe.org

Administrative Contacts

Tribal Council Office….........................................................(360) 592-5164
Tribal Council Fax…...............................................................(360) 592-4506
Administrative Office Main…..............................................(360) 592-5176
Administrative Fax…...............................................................(360) 592-2125
Human Resources (Director: Amy Taylor)....................(360) 592-5176
Emergency & Risk Management….....................................(360) 592-HELP (4357)
Early Childhood Education (Director: Alicia Allard)
Head Start - Deming….........................................................(360) 592-0141
Head Start - Everson..........................................................(360) 966-0523
Education (Director: Donia Edwards)
Education Main Office … .................................................(360) 966-2043
Youth Program ....................................................................(360) 966-2043
Health Services (Director: Lona Johnson)
Behavioral Health …..............................................................(360) 966-2376
Dental Clinic ….........................................................................(360) 306-5151
Genesis II Office (Manager: Rick George)....................(360)-398-6399
Medical Clinic…......................................................................(360) 966-2106
Medical Business Office… ................................................(360) 966-7704
Law Enforcement (Police Chief: Mike Ashby)
Police Department ….............................................................(360) 592-9065
Natural & Cultural Resources
Natural Resources (Dir: George Swanaset, Jr.)............(360) 592-5176
Fishing and Shellfish Fisheries Hotline .........................(360) 592-5140
Cultural Resources…...............................................................(360) 306-5759
Social Services (Director: Heidi Davis)..........................(360) 592-0135
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Elders Office …........................................................................(360) 592-0100
TANF - Deming…...................................................................(360) 592-0135
TANF - Skagit…… ...................................................................(360) 848-1758
GED Office Nooksack…......................................................(360) 592-0135 ext. 3425
GED Office Skagit… ..........................................................(360) 848-1758
Homelessness Resource Mgr (Tiffani Zamudio)........(360-592-0135
Youth & Family Services (Dir: Katrice Rodriguez) ....(360) 306-5090
Domestic Violence Office … ............................................(360) 592-5176
DV Emergency Hotline… ..................................................(360) 592-4164
Other Services
Auto Shop…….......................................................................(360) 306-5756
Child Support (Director: Ken Levinson)........................(360) 306-5090
Economic Development & Planning
(Director: Donovan Sather)………………………………(360) 592-0162
Enrollment Office (Dir: Roy Bailey) ...............................(360) 592-0135
Facilities & Maintenance (Dir: Richard Edwards)…......(360) 592-0162
Housing Authority Office (Dir: Malori Klushkan.......(360) 592-5163
Mí sq’ eq’ ó Community Building…………......................(360) 966-9153
North Intertribal Vocational
Rehabilitation Program …...............................................(360) 592-5176 x1048
Tribal Court Fax…...................................................................(360) 306-5181
Tribal Court…...........................................................................(360) 306-5125
Tribal Gaming .......................................................................(360) 592-5472
Tribal Veterans Program (Cara McCoy).........................(360) 592-5176
Casino & Market Center
Nooksack Northwood Casino…........................................(360) 734-5101
Toll free ….................................................................................(877) 777-9847
Nooksack Market Center…................................................(360) 592-5864

