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It all started with an Everson
teacher who had a picture of the
Nooksack flag in her classroom.
Miss McKenzie Connor watched
how Nooksack students reacted
to the photo of the flag, saying “I
know that. That’s me!” And “I have
that on my sweatshirt!”
Everson Elementary school
teachers started asking: What
would it take to get a Nooksack
flag in all of our classrooms?
After a year of process and
approval, on February 23, 2022,
teachers ceremoniously hung the
first Nooksack flags.
“We’re really excited about the
flags and want to see it in a meaningful way for Nooksack students,”
said Ali Steffan, an Everson school
counselor who helped lead the effort. At the event, teachers spent
time thinking about how they
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NOOKSACK INDIAN TRIBE
We are a tribe located in our ancestral homeland in the northwest
corner of Washington State. Our
name comes from a place name in
our language and translates to “always bracken fern roots,” which illustrates our close ties to our land
and the resources that continue to
give strength to our people. Our
tribe is located in Deming, Washington, nestled amongst majestic
mountains, lush forest, and the
meandering and dynamic Nooksack River. Here in this scenic
locale, we maintain a Tribal Council and Tribal Government. Both
our Council and Government work
to create a better future for every
Nooksack and ensure our tribe’s
sovereignty.
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Nooksack Indian Tribe Demands
a Retraction from the UN High
Commissioner
Deming, WA, February 4, 2022
The Nooksack Indian Tribe
reached out the United Nations
High Commissioner demanding
an immediate retraction after two
UN special rapporteurs failed
to contact the Nooksack Indian
Tribe, accepted as fact outrageous
and disproved allegations from a
Seattle attorney, then released an
investigation riddled with misinformation.
All sovereign nations have
rules for who is a citizen, and the
most common is to be descended
from a citizen. You cannot simply
move to another country, declare
yourself a citizen, and take government housing or health care
away from citizens. Whether it is
Germany, the United States, or
the Nooksack Indian Tribe, it is
widely understood that those are
benefits governments reserve for
its citizens.
At the Nooksack Indian Tribe
our rules for citizenship are simple: if you are descended from
a Nooksack Tribal member and
an Indian, you take your proof of
lineage to the enrollment office
and are granted citizenship. There
were over 200 people – many represented by attorney Gabe Galanda - who said they were citizens,
but who did not follow the rules
for citizenship. They did not take
proof of lineage to the enrollment
office, and therefore are not citizens of Nooksack. However, that
path to citizenship remains open
to them under our constitution. At
any time, they can take their proof
of lineage to the enrollment office
and become a citizen. We have
over 2,000 citizens, all of whom
followed the process to become a
citizen; those 200+ did not.
The eight people in question
– not 63 as the UN investigation
stated – are not suddenly being
evicted as their attorney falsely
claims. This is low-income rental housing and each year every
tenant must recertify. One of the
rules for Nooksack housing is that
the person on the lease must be
a Tribal member. Between July
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and November 2021, notices to
requalify were sent to those who
failed to do so. Beginning in October, 2021, nine were sent notices
of termination. One was able to
qualify. Nooksack Indian Housing
Authority (NIHA) is following the
rules to ensure that everyone who
leases low-income housing qualifies to live there, but also making
sure people have time to come
into compliance. This process began over six months ago.
"We have 60 Nooksack families on a waiting list for housing,
and some are homeless,” said
Nooksack Chairman Ross Cline Sr.
“Like most governments, we don’t
have extra housing for non-citizens. We have homeless people,
including elders, who need a place
to live and we need those who
aren’t Nooksack to move. Under
the rules, they don’t qualify for
housing. We believe that sufficient
time has passed for them to make
other arrangements. I encourage
them to ignore their attorney’s
ill-advised recommendation to
fight eviction and to work to find
new housing. We cannot wait
forever while our people need
housing.”
The Nooksack Indian Tribe
welcomed the full investigation
ordered by the US Department of
the Interior conducted by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and the
results of that investigation are
attached. The BIA states: “Nooksack Indian Housing Authority has
followed its Procedures and the
process for removal of individuals from tribal housing,” and “we
appreciate the Nooksack Tribe’s
cooperation in refraining from
eviction actions in the last few

weeks to allow the Department to
proceed with its review.”
Some news reports have expressed concern that the people
will lose access to their culture,
but those who are truly Indian are
not left without a tribal cultural
identity. Many of the people in
question are enrolled at the Skway
First Nation in British Columbia
and some are even elected leaders
there. Nooksack wishes them well
at Skway. But we cannot grant
citizenship, or the benefits of
citizenship, to people who aren’t
descended from Nooksack ancestors. Those are the rules for citizenship in our Tribal constitution
and we follow those rules.
To the two individuals at the
United Nations: we never heard
from you. You were misled by an
attorney for eight people who
want to remain in housing for
which they are not qualified, and
you failed to conduct even the
most cursory investigation. Your
statement to the United States
government was riddled with inaccuracies, falsehoods and outright
lies that you accepted on face
value without a shred of proof.
There are important issues examined by the United Nations and
unfortunately this complete lack
of fact-finding calls your work into
question. You cannot purport to
speak for marginalized or indigenous people yet try to steamroll
the rights and sovereignty of an
indigenous nation and our 2,000
people. Under separate cover, we
have contacted the High Commissioner to demand a formal retraction. ▫

...Continued from pg. 1

could introduce the Nooksack flag
to the students and incorporate it
into their curriculum. For example,
the second-grade students are
currently doing a unit on flags.
“We are thankful for all the
efforts of this project,” said Ravenia Williams, Nooksack Tribal
member and Education Liaison.
“As a mother, my child will come
here and see these flags. They will
acknowledge him and his culture.
Thank you so much,” she told staff
and teachers at the event.
Everson hopes that other
schools in the area might follow
its trailblazing efforts. “We’re
leading the charge now, but we
hope others will follow,” Everson
Principal Kevin DeVere told the
teachers during the event.
Teachers spent time learning
about Treaty Rights and asking
questions. “We’re not just putting
up a flag. We want to understand
why,” said Tara Olson, an Everson
Elementary teacher who helped
steward the effort. Teachers plan
to talk with their students about
why the school is choosing to
hang the Nooksack flags before
they install them permanently.
Ravenia Williams hopes to
coordinate Nooksack guest speakers to visit each classroom to talk

Kevin DeVere, Everson Elementary
principal; Ali Steffan, Everson
school counselor; Ravenia Williams,
Nooksack Education Liaison; and Tara
Olson, Everson teacher.

more about the significance of the
flag and history in coordination
with the Nooksack Education and
Culture Departments. A plaque
is also planned to accompany the
new flags.
“This is a landmark in history,”
said Loren Roberts, Nooksack Language Teacher. “The significance
is huge, even though the action is
small.” ▫

General Election 2022

Teachers ceremoniously hang the Nooksack flag in their classroom. Teachers
plan to have discussions with their students as to why the school is choosing
to hang the flags before installing them permanently.

New Mobile
Medical Unit
Coming Soon!
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General Election: March 17, 18
& 19, 2022. Polls are open from 9
am – 5 pm.
Voting Location: Mi sq’ eq’ ó
Community Building, 2515 Sulwhanon Road, Everson.
Offices on the Ballot: Tribal
Chairman, Tribal Secretary, and
Council Positions A and B. Statements and resumes can be found
on our website.
Election Board Office Hours:
Monday through Friday 9 am – 5
pm.
For Questions Contact: Terry
Rainey at: e-mail: trainey@electionpeople.com. Phone: (505)
980-1076.
Additional information and
updates can be found on our website under Tribal Council / 2022
Tribal Council Election. ▫
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In order to provide more comprehensive services to our people, the
Nooksack Clinic is in the process of
receiving a mobile medical unit. This
medical unit is expected to be used
for vaccine clinics, COVID testing, home health visits, and health
screenings.
The design process of a mobile
medical unit has taken over a year,
including layout, interior design,
blueprint design, engineering, production, and wrapping. Once the vehicle is delivered, staff will be trained
on how to use all of the medical unit
features. ▫
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The Federal Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals
Once Again Reaffirms the Sovereignty and
Jurisdiction of the Nooksack Indian Tribe

Deming, WA, February 16, 2022
The federal Ninth Circuit Court
of Appeals affirmed the dismissal
of Elile Adams’s case against the
Nooksack Indian Tribe. Represented by Gabe Galanda, Ms. Adams
argued that the Nooksack Tribe
lacked jurisdiction over her because she lived on off-reservation
trust land, because the tribal court
acted in bad faith, and because
she was denied due process, as
her attorney Galanda was not allowed to appear in tribal court.
The federal court rejected all
three arguments. It held that:
• The Tribe and the State have
concurrent criminal jurisdiction
over off-reservation trust land.
• The Tribal Court showed its
good faith by appointing a pro
tem judge to preside over her
case.
• Gabe Galanda was not allowed
to appear because he was not
licensed to practice there and
had not paid the proper filing
fee.
In short, all her arguments were
rejected in ways that reaffirm the
Tribe’s jurisdiction and the integrity of the Tribe’s procedures.
The federal court stated that Ms.

Adams “has not explained why
she cannot receive a fair hearing,”
and that her attorney Gabe Galanda “was not licensed to practice
before the tribal court and failed
to pay the proper filing fee.” The
high court wrote: “Indian tribes
have power to make their own
substantive law in internal matters
and to enforce that law in their
own forums.” This is a substantial
statement made by the high court
rejecting the arguments of an
attorney who has spent years repeatedly challenging the self-determination and sovereignty of
the Nooksack Tribe.
Ms. Adams has multiple cases pending, one against several Nooksack police officers for
serving a warrant, and two against
Sheriff Elfo and Deputy of Corrections Wendy Jones for incarcerating her.
In addition to losing countless
cases against the Nooksack Indian
Tribe before federal, state, and
tribal courts and administrative
forums, Galanda has also filed a
bar complaint against every attorney who has represented the
Nooksack Tribe in recent years in
an obvious attempt to deprive the
Tribe of legal representation. Each

of these complaints has thus far
been rejected by the Washington
Bar Association.
“We expect Gabe Galanda to
file more frivolous lawsuits and
complaints, and our attorneys
stand ready to again successfully defend our Tribe and our staff
against his ongoing harassment,”
said Roswell Cline Sr., Tribal Chair.
“Going forward, self-determination still means that the Nooksack
Tribe is home to those who meet
one of our six paths to enrollment
here. We encourage all those who
are not qualified to enroll to move
on, just as we did after disenrollment six years ago. The Nooksack
Tribe will not be distracted or
deterred by those who oppose
our sovereignty. We will continue to focus on our good work of
restoring salmon habitat, providing resources for our people, and
building a new health clinic in the
region.”
Many of those who were disenrolled in 2016 are members of
the Skway Band in British Columbia. Some have even gone on to
hold elected office there. Michele
Roberts and Robert Gladstone,
both current or former clients of
Gabe Galanda and among the 315

PSE Customer Alert:

Be aware of scams targeting utility consumers
A message from PSE
PSE wants you to be aware of
scammers and con artists who
target utility consumers across the
country by posing as utility representatives and demanding immediate payment of an “overdue” bill
to avoid disconnection of your
energy service.
Recent scams include:
Page 4

• Scammers calling customers
stating they have an overpayment, but need bank information to issue a refund. PSE will
not ask for your bank information. Any refund will be credited to your account.
• Scammers going door-to-door
offering to restore power for
a fee, or asking if your power
is out. This is NOT something
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PSE workers would do.
• Phone calls using “spoofing
technology” that displays
Puget Sound Energy’s name
and phone number when they
call to threaten disconnection
of service—usually within 30
minutes—if immediate payment is not made with a prepaid debit or money card.
• A caller, falsely claiming to

disenrolled from Nooksack, are
elected as council member and
chief councilor at Skway respectively, according to the Skway
government website. They have
access to services, resources, and
their own tribal culture. The Tribe
wishes them every success at
Skway.
Enrollment options at Nooksack are relatively expansive and
the Tribal Constitution spells out
six ways an individual can qualify
for membership. “For those who
qualify and wish to become enrolled citizens of Nooksack -- our
Enrollment Office is open to you,”
said Lona Johnson, Nooksack
Tribal Council Member. “Most
sovereign nations around the
world grant citizenship based on
descendancy. Whether it is an
international country or a federally recognized Indian tribe, lineal
descendancy is a common path
to citizenship. Over six years ago
315 people were removed from
Nooksack enrollment because
they could not prove citizenship.
At any point these individuals are
welcome to bring in their papers.
One person has successfully done
that.” ▫

be from Puget Sound Energy,
leaves a message to call back a
number, usually an unfamiliar
1-800 or area code number.

Protect yourself
Contact PSE and local authorities if you suspect or experience
fraudulent activity.
• PSE never asks or requires customers who have delinquent
accounts to purchase a prepaid
debit card to avoid disconnection.
• Customers who have delinContinued pg. 5...

Nooksack Pandemic Response Team Awarded WA
State Public Health Association Secretary’s Award
The Washington State Public
Health Award is usually given to
an individual who contributes to
outstanding health improvements
in the state. However, this year
the Secretary’s Award was granted
to the Nooksack Pandemic Response Team (NPRT).
“In 2021, it was clear that the extraordinary commitment and courage shown by your leadership and
your tribal members was cause for
a change in this tradition,” said the
award letter from Umair A. Shah,
Washington’s Secretary of Health.
“I’m proud of the work our Nooksack Pandemic Response Team
has done, and does, for our community,” said Nooksack General
Manager Katherine Romero after
receiving the award. “When the
pandemic first hit, our team mem-

...Continued from pg. 4

quent accounts receive multiple notifications from us by
mail and over the phone for
several weeks prior to disconnection.
• Customers with concerns
about a call to pay their bill
should hang up and call us
directly at 1-888-225-5773 by
looking up the phone number
on PSE.com or on their PSE
bill.
• We encourage you to report
suspicious, fraudulent calls and
emails. These agencies have
taken the lead on investigating
utility scams:
• Washington Attorney General’s Office. 1-800-5514636. www.atg.wa.gov/
FileAComplaint.aspx#Online.
• Federal Trade Commission.
1-877-FTC-HELP. www.ftc.
gov/complaint. ▫

bers didn’t hesitate to step up to
the plate and help.”
The award was based on Nooksack’s around-the-clock response
and community resilience during
the public health crisis.
“I never felt like I had to make any
decisions alone because our team
was inclusive and shared a common goal,” said Romero. “Good job
NPRT and congrats on receiving
this Secretary’s Award for the way
we responded to the COVID-19
pandemic in our community.”
The Nooksack Tribe continue to
provides excellent COVID-19 services, protection, education, and
vaccines to its members and the
surrounding community. ▫

How To Recognize and Avoid
Phishing Scams
From the FCC
Scammers use email or text
messages to trick you into giving
them your personal information.
But there are several things you
can do to protect yourself.
How To Recognize Phishing:
Scammers use email or text messages to trick you into giving them
your personal information. They
may try to steal your passwords,
account numbers, or Social Security numbers. If they get that
information, they could gain
access to your email, bank, or
other accounts. Scammers launch
thousands of phishing attacks like
these every day — and they’re
often successful.
Scammers often update their
tactics, but there are some signs
that will help you recognize a
phishing email or text message.
Phishing emails and text messages
may look like they’re from a company you know or trust. They may
look like they’re from a bank, a
credit card company, a social networking site, an online payment
website or app, or an online store.

Phishing emails and text messages often tell a story to trick you
into clicking on a link or opening
an attachment. They may:
• Say they’ve noticed some
suspicious activity or log-in
attempts
• Claim there’s a problem with
your account or your payment
information
• Say you must confirm some
personal information
• Include a fake invoice
• Want you to click on a link to
make a payment
• Say you’re eligible to register
for a government refund
• Offer a coupon for free stuff
Four Steps To Protect Yourself
From Phishing
1. Protect your computer by using security software. Set the
software to update automatically so it can deal with any
new security threats.
2. Protect your mobile phone
by setting software to update
automatically. These updates
could give you critical protection against security threats.

3. Protect your accounts by using
multi-factor authentication.
Some accounts offer extra
security by requiring two or
more credentials to log in to
your account. This is called
multi-factor authentication.
The additional credentials you
need to log in to your account
fall into two categories:
• Something you have — like
a passcode you get via an
authentication app or a
security key.
• Something you are — like
a scan of your fingerprint,
your retina, or your face.
• Multi-factor authentication
makes it harder for scammers to log in to your accounts if they do get your
username and password.
4. Protect your data by backing
it up. Back up your data and
make sure those backups
aren’t connected to your home
network. You can copy your
computer files to an external
hard drive or cloud storage.
Back up the data on your
phone, too. ▫
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Internet Safety

Hamilton Seymour,
Male Advocate

As one of the advocates in our
Family & Youth Services Department, I wanted to give these
friendly reminders to the people
in our community. With the technology that we have today, good
and bad situations can happen
because of the internet. The internet is something that is a part
of our modern-day livelihood. It’s
important that you are being safe
and smart in the physical world
just as much as when you log-in to
your social media account or the
internet.
As a community member that’s
22 years old, I realize that there
are youth and adults that can use
these safety tips to help make
sure that you are not getting
scammed, blackmailed, catfished,
or phished. I’m not trying to scare
our community, but there are
negative things on the internet
and people try to take advantage
of others for money and compensation by blackmailing.
Here are 10 internet rules for
adults and adolescences. I know

you have heard this before plenty
of times, but don’t use the same
password for everything. Don’t
expose yourself or send explicit
photos of yourself. The internet is
forever. To know and understand
internet safety is going to be vital

as we continue to live and grow
with the technology that is out today, and as we remain true to who
we are with our culture and traditions. Please be careful and only
spread positivity on the internet.
I’ll be making an announce-

ment soon via all platforms on an
internet safety event that I plan
on hosting for our communities’
teens and young adults. However,
the event will be open to everyone. Stay tuned.
Huycka - Thank you. ▫

New Cellphone Deals WIGA Scholarship
for Tribal Employees Application 2022-23
and Tribal Members
Nooksack IT Department

Nooksack Indian Tribe has
switched all employee cellphones
over to T-Mobile. With this
switch, Nooksack employees and
Nooksack Tribal members can
take advantage of T-Mobile Work
Perks.
Employees of the Nooksack
Indian Tribe can access offers for
the whole family. Eligible customers who are switching to T-Mobile
or are already existing customers
that are adding a new voice line
can save 15% off the first 5 voice
lines when on Magenta Max/Plus.
There are also plans for military,
Page 6

55+, and first responders.
We have our own customer
service representative to help
with this! Nooksack employees
and Tribal members should call
our Rep directly. His name is Joel
Musafiri (sounds like Musa-Ferie).
Contact Joel.Musafiri1@T-Mobile.
com or call 206.751.8044. He is
the tribal member and employee
consumer-level representative.
Call to setup an appointment.
Mention Promo Code: PERKSWA3.
You will need a Nooksack Tribal
ID or Nooksack pay stub. ▫
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The Washington Indian Gaming
Association (WIGA) Scholarship
Program will award up to $70,000
for Native American and Alaska
Native students for the 2022 –
2023 academic school year.
Applicants must be students who
are enrolled members of one of
Washington’s 29 federally recognized tribes or American Indian/
Alaska Native students enrolled in
a federally recognized tribe that
are attending school in Washington State. The scholarships are
awarded to students pursuing degrees at community and technical,
bachelor, and graduate colleges
and universities.
A selection committee composed of WA Tribal Leaders will

review and select the award recipients. The Scholarships generally
range from $900 – $3,000 for
each academic year. Recipients
are announced in the late spring.
“We are pleased to contribute
to tribal members’ education,” said
WIGA Chairman, W. Ron Allen.
“We had so many qualified applicants to choose from each year.
While it will make our selection
process difficult, it also reflects
the growing qualifications among
tribal members to attend institutions of higher education.”
Applications are due March 31,
2022. Information is available at
www.washingtonindiangaming.org
under scholarships. ▫

Nooksack Teens to DC:
Training, Advocacy, and Exploration
Keith Lindsey,
Teen Enrichment &
Prevention
Program Manager

Are there any escalators in
Whatcom County? If there are, I
haven’t encountered one. There’s
definitely no subway, no Metro.
Escalators that seem to descend
endlessly into the bowels of the
earth and subways packed with
people representing the infinite
variety of humanity may seem like
no big deal, but for young people
from our corner of Washington,
such wonders are an introduction
to navigating not only the nation’s
capital, but life itself.
During the first week of February, four teens from the Nooksack Indian Tribe had the privilege
to travel to Washington D.C. to
attend the 32nd Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America Forum (CADCA). CADCA represents
over 5,000 community coalitions
that involve individuals from key
sectors including schools, law
enforcement, youth, parents,
healthcare, the media and others.
Member groups are in every U.S.
state and territory and more than
30 countries around the world.
Their coalition model emphasizes
the power of local coalitions to
prevent substance misuse through
collaborative community efforts.
Our local Mt. Baker Community
Coalition, part of the Whatcom
Family and Community Network,
generously sponsored and funded
the trip for our four ladies, Justina
Johnson, Jalaya Davidson, Mary
Jefferson-Lorenz, and Nika Romero, and two staff. The focus of
the forum centered on providing
participants with the information
and training needed to lead in
combating substance abuse in our
local community. As prospective
members of the Nooksack Teen
Council, they will be able to organize, conduct and collaborate in
future prevention activities.
Obviously you don’t visit
Washington D.C. without taking
the opportunity to soak up the

history and monuments that tell
the story of our nation and see
the buildings where our three
branches of government conduct
business. This is where escalators
and the Metro played a major
role. Among the highlights visited
were: the U.S. Capitol; Supreme
Court; African American Museum
of History and Culture; National
Museum of the American Indian;
National Gallery of Art; Ford’s
Theatre; the National Archives;
United States Holocaust Museum;
Lincoln Memorial; World War II,
Korean War and Vietnam Memorials; the Library of Congress; and a
few more in between.
A final honor was meeting with
our First District Congresswoman Susan DelBene on the Capitol
steps and discussing how our
government works, while communicating some of our local tribal
and community coalition needs.
We returned home with a few
blisters and the good kind of weariness that comes from acquiring
knowledge, broadening horizons,
and making new friends. Lisa
Cooper and I were very proud of
the high level of participation and
interest our young ladies showed
in all the training sessions and activities. Could they be among our
future tribal leadership?
It’s experiences like this one
that help our youth dream and set
goals. Again, heartfelt thanks to
the Mt. Baker Community Coalition and all their staff who made
this journey a reality. ▫
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Nooksack Teens Trip to DC
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Boating and
Cold-Water Safety
Mike Ashby,
Chief of Police

The waters of the Pacific
Northwest, while great for activities like fishing and sailing, tend
to be cold and a threat to life if
you're involved in an immersion
accident. The most expected
problem is hypothermia, where
cold water draws heat from the
body over 20 times faster than air
at the same temperature. A more
immediate threat is cold incapacity, a systematic loss of dexterity
and body function that leads to
drowning.
Fine motor skills, necessary to
operate most survival equipment,
become difficult. The ability to
use flares or tie knots becomes
severely affected the longer a
person remains in cold water. Also,
the use of legs and arms to tread
water to remain afloat diminishes
within minutes of immersion and
gets progressively worse. If a person is not wearing a life jacket, it
can become impossible to remain
afloat to wait for rescue.
If you are planning on enjoying
water activities this year, here are
a few suggestions that may save
your life:

1. Always wear a life jacket.
There are many different
kinds. Find one that's appropriate for your activity and
wear it anytime you're on the
water.
2. Practice using your survival
equipment (flares, whistle,
mirror, etc.) before you are in a
cold-water situation.
3. Plan ahead by researching water temperature, weather forecast, tides, and currents. Leave
place and time of departure,
time of return, and area you
plan on boating with someone
that will report it if you don't
come back as planned.
4. Refrain from alcoholic beverages while engaging in water
activities. You're already doing
something dangerous. Alcohol
will increase that danger for
everyone around you.
5. Always have a functioning
emergency radio and emergency beacon, to help notify
rescue craft in case of emergency. ▫

Clarence Anthony Madera
Named to Honor Roll
Congratulations to Clarence
Anthony Madera on being named
to the Southern New Hampshire
University’s Honor Roll for Fall
2021! Anthony is being recognized
for earning an academic grade
point average of 3.5 or better. Anthony is also a Siamscha Scholar.
Great work! ▫

A Percentage of Total Sales Goes
to the Nooksack Food Bank
Stop by the Community Food Co-op Saturday, March 19, 2022,
when 2% of total sales will be donated to the Nooksack Food Bank.
During this monthly Community Shopping Day, shoppers can also donate the difference by rounding up their purchases at the register. ▫

Boost your
income with
the Federal
Earned Income
Tax Credit.
You could be eligible for an increase
to your annual income when you
file federal taxes. Get up to $6,700
when you claim your Earned
Income Tax Credit, even if you
haven’t previously been eligible.

This money is not a loan.

Who qualifies?
For the first time, workers 19+ without kids at
home now qualify for this tax credit, including
those 65+. In 2021, you could make up to
$27,000 without kids or $57,000 with kids and
qualify for this tax credit. Workers who are 19-23
and were a full or part-time student for more
than 5 months in 2021 do not qualify. Homeless
youth and former foster youth ages 18+ who
work are eligible, even if they are a student.
You, your spouse, and any child you claim on
your tax return must have a valid Social Security
number to receive this credit.

How do I get the money?
Make sure to file your taxes by April 18, 2022,
to claim your credit. Don’t miss out!
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Visit GetYourRefund.org,
call 211, or use this
QR code to learn more
about how to get every
dollar you deserve.

Discover Passes &
NW Forest Passes
Available at No Cost
for Tribal Members
Both Discover Passes and
Northwest Service Passes are
available for pick-up for Nooksack
Tribal members at the Natural &
Cultural Resources Department.
Discover Passes are required
at State Parks. Tribal Discover
Passes do not expire and are good
forever, which is why there is no
expiration date on them. Yellow
Discover Passes are the old version. Please return these to NR
for a Green Pass. The Discover

Pass provides access to millions
of acres of state recreation lands,
including trailheads, wildlife and
natural areas, heritage sites, and
water-access points. One pass
can be transferred between two
vehicles.
Northwest Forest Passes are
honored at all Forest Service operated recreation sites in Washington and Oregon where a day use
fee is required. ▫

S7éliya
Syá7ya7
Qex
Tan lálam
Ts’ ísin

Dream, to dream
Friend
Much, many, lots, plenty
My house
Nailed it

Snichichmót ta Lhqalch / Word of the Month
Hear the Word of the Month at nooksacktribe.org/word/ or scan here.

Nooksack Culture Program

North Intertribal Vocational
Rehabilitation Program
The North Intertribal Vocational Rehabilitation Program (NIVRP)
is a consortium that serves the
Nooksack Tribe. The Vocational
Rehabilitation (VR) Program has
services available to individuals
that have a permanent disability
and has barriers to getting work
and/or keeping the job they have.
The process begins with completing an application, verifying
their enrollment in a federally recognized tribe, and documenting a
permanent disability and barriers
by your provider. Once they have
been made eligible, a goal setting
process is completed to begin implementing an individualized plan
for employment (IPE). This lists

an employment goal and services
that will enable success in getting
employment that best suits the
individual’s needs.
Services are set in motion once
the IPE is completed. The completion of the plan and employment
will be the last phase of the process. We will follow the individual
through 90 days of successful employment and then we can close
them successful.
If you think you may qualify,
or have any questions regarding
the VR Program, please contact,
Tammy Cooper-Woodrich, Thursday and Friday at 360-592-0136 x
3433. ▫

Notice to Hunters:
2021/2022 Deer & Elk Tags need to be returned no later
than March 31, per Hunting Regulation:
LOST TAG(s), HARVEST REPORT:
Lost game tags must be reported to commission Chair, Vice-Chair,
or the Natural Resources Office Manager no later than the last day
of the hunting season. Replacement tags for all species shall be
$7.50. If a hunter fails to report a tag as lost prior to the end of the
season, he or she cannot use loss of tag as a defense if he or she is
charged with failure to report bagged game. All tags, whether an
animal was killed or not, must be returned to the Nooksack Natural Resources within thirty (30) days of the expiration date of the
tag(s). Hunters will be responsible for the ten dollars ($10.00) penalty for failure to timely return tag or failure to report tag as lost or
missing (within thirty (30) of season closure).
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Probate Information Genesis II Gets a
New Home
From the Office of the Tribal Attorney

Here are a few resources from
the BIA to assist your family in
this difficult time:
• Your Land Your Decision (What
is Probate?): www.bia.gov/bia/
ots/dop/your-land
• The Trust Beneficiary Call Center, Office of Special Trustee:
www.doi.gov/ost/tbcc
As soon as possible, contact
any of the following offices to
inform the BIA of the decedent's
passing:
1. The agency or BIA regional
office nearest to where the

decedent was enrolled: Bureau
of Indian Affairs, 2707 Colby
Avenue, Suite 1101 Everett,
WA 98201. Phone: 425-6229158. Fax: 425-622-9157.
2. Any agency or BIA regional
office: Bureau of Indian Affairs,
The Federal Building, 911 NE
11th Ave. Portland, OR 97232.
Phone: 503/231-6702. Fax:
503/231-2201
3. The Trust Beneficiary Call Center, Office of Special Trustee:
(888) 678-6836. Email: tbccmail@btfa.gov. 4400 Masthead NE, Albuquerque, NM
87109. ▫

Joni Hamilton, Genesis II

Genesis II is an Outpatient
Treatment Center providing services, support, and guidance to
those who are experiencing substance abuse or addiction. Genesis
II and the SAMSHA Way of Life
program have moved out of their
modular and into their new facility
which is located right off Mission
Road, on Sulwhanon Drive. We
are now in the blue triple wide
building.

Genesis II continues to provide
services. Due to COVID health
protocol, we are operating via
telemedicine. Individual sessions
are held over the phone and
groups are held over Zoom. Genesis II is open 8:30 am to 5 pm,
and group sessions are held 6 pm
- 8pm.
Feel free to call Genesis II at
360-398-6399. We are here to
help individuals discover a better
way to live. ▫
...More on pg. 13

NOOKSACK OFFICE OF TRIBAL ATTORNEY

WHY SHOULD I HAVE A WILL?
Although some people feel uncomfortable about having a will done, a will allows
you to select the person(s) who will handle
your affairs and receive what you own after
you pass on. It can be comforting knowing
your family won’t need to worry about these
things. A will may be changed or updated if
your wishes or life situation changes.
Without a will, the BIA makes these
decisions on your behalf through a lengthy
process called probate. The Nooksack Tribe
contracts with attorney Kate Jones, who specializes in tribal wills, and provides us with
wills clinics periodically so Nooksack Tribal
members can have their wills done -- at no
charge to you.
First, the attorney calls you for a consultation. Then she comes to your home when
it is time to sign your documents. Your information remains private, and is never shared
with anyone.
WILLS CLINIC
Call the Office of Tribal Attorney at (360)
592-4158 to be placed on the list for the
next wills clinic with attorney Kate Jones.
There is no charge and no obligation.
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Nooksack Indian Tribe
Office of Tribal Attorney
PO Box 63
Deming, WA 98244
360-592-4158

PUBLIC NOTICE: February 15, 2022

SUMMONS/NOTICE OF HEARING
IN THE NOOKSACK TRIBAL COURT
FOR THE NOOKSACK INDIAN TRIBE
DEMING, WASHINGTON
NOOKSACK INDIAN TRIBE,
2022-CI-NRI-001
Plaintiff
SUMMONS/NOTICE OF HEARING
ROMERO, MATTHEW L.,
Respondent.
The Office of Tribal Attorney of the Nooksack Indian Tribe to the said Matthew L.
Romero.
You are hereby summoned to appear telephonically on March 23rd, at 10:30 AM, in
regards to the above entitled action in the above entitled court. Failure to do so will
cause judgment to be rendered against you according to the action, which has been filed
with the clerk of said court.
Log in via one of the following methods at the hearing time noted above:
One tap mobile:

US: +12532158782,,8704262914# or
+13462487799,,8704262914#

Meeting URL:

https://zoom.us/j/8704262914

Meeting ID:
870 426 2914
Join by Telephone
For higher quality, dial a number based on your current location.
Dial:
US: +1 253 215 8782 or +1 346 248 7799 or +1 669 900 6833 or +1 929 205
6099 or +1 301 715 8592 or +1 312 626 6799
Meeting ID:
870 426 2914

New Genesis Office
Project is Move-In
Ready
Update from the Planning & Economic
Development Department

Ed Kelly, Planner
III

The triple wide trailer that will
serve as the new office for the
Genesis program has undergone
quite a transformation.
The residential trailer was part of
a land purchase located next to
the Northwood Casino on Halverstick Road.
The Genesis program was renting three trailers from Pac Mobile
and did not have a conventional
septic system. The department’s
desire was to eliminate the expenses of rental units and the high
cost of sewage management by
pump truck.
The triple wide trailer at Halverstick Road provided an opportunity to house Genesis staff in
one office building, and with some
upfront investment, save money
in the long run from rental and
sewage disposal costs.

The project consisted of:
• Moving and setting the trailer
from the Halverstick location
to the Genesis site on Mission
Road
• Installing a conventional onsite septic system
• Remodeling the inside to create the spaces needed for the
Genesis program
• Re-roofing the building
• Updating HVAC system
• Installing a data and communication system
• Exterior painting is scheduled
for this spring

Washington State Department of Health

Water Bacteriological Analysis
Monthly Report from the Nooksack Water Department
Date Analyzed: 2/09/22
Rutsatz Road
Total Coliform: Satisfactory, Coliforms Absent. E. Coli: Absent

Whispering Cedars
Total Coliform: Satisfactory, Coliforms Absent. E. Coli: Absent

Five Cedars
Total Coliform: Satisfactory, Coliforms Absent. E. Coli: Absent

Sulwhanon
Total Coliform: Satisfactory, Coliforms Absent. E. Coli: Absent

Most of the staff have been
working from home during this
transition. Thank you for your
patience and diligence for getting
the job done while working offsite.
On February 7, 2022, Genesis staff began moving into their
offices.
It gives us great pleasure to
welcome them back to work in
their new building. ▫

These photos from the Planning & Economic Development Department show
the building progress while updating the Genesis II office. Staff began moving
in February 7, 2022.
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Veterans Crisis Line
Veterans Burial Benefits
Awareness Kits Available
The VA donated bags for Veterans to bring awareness to the
Veterans Crisis Line. Call the
Nooksack Veterans Manager to
coordinate a door drop-off or

pick-up at the office.
Contact Veterans Manager
Cara D McCoy at cmccoy@nooksack-nsn.gov or call/text 360746-9042. ▫

The Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) offers a survivors and
burial benefits kit as a source of
pre-need planning information
and record storage for Veterans and their families. The kit is
intended to be used as a supplement to the Summary of VA
Dependents’ and Survivors’ Benefits pamphlet.
If this is something you may
find useful, and you want me to
print you a copy, let me know.
Email cmccoy@nooksack-nsn.gov
or call/text 360-746-9042.

www.cem.va.gov/docs/factsheets/Planning_Legacy_Booklet.
pdf ▫

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

VIETNAM WAR
COMMEMORATION

New 988 Number for National
Suicide Prevention

NATIONAL

VIETNAM WAR
VETERANS DAY

29 March
Join the Nation
… thank a
Vietnam veteran!
Starting
July, call
“988” for the National Suicide
In 2020,in
Congress
designated
the new 988Lifeline
dialing code to be
Prevention
operated through the existing

The
new 988
dialing
code will
National
Suicide
Prevention
Lifeline.trained counselor that are part of
be available nationally for call,
the existing National Suicide PreThe Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
text,Administration
or chat on
July is16,
2022.
(SAMHSA)
the lead
federal agency, vention Lifeline network. These
in partnership with the Federal Communications
All
telephone
providCommission
and the service
Department of
Veterans Affairs, trained counselors will listen to
working to make the promise of 988 a reality for America.
ers in
the U.S. must activate the
callers, understand how their
Moving to a 3-digit dialing code is a once-in-a-lifetime
In pursuit of this bold yet achievable vision,
opportunity
to strengthen
expand
the existing
number
no later
thanandJuly
2022.
problems
are affecting them, proSAMHSA is first focused on strengthening
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline (the Lifeline).
and expanding and
the existing
Lifeline network,
However,
many providers will
vide support,
connect
them
Of course, 988 is more than just an easy-to-remember
providing life-saving service to all who call,
number—it
is
a
direct
connection
to
compassionate,
choose to implement the service
to resources,
necessary.
text or chat via if
988.
Longer term, SAMHSA
accessible care and support for all Americans who
recognizes that linking those in crisis to
sooner.
will transition
might SAMHSA
be experiencing suicidal
thoughts, who are at risk
This
includesproviders—who
the Veterans
community-based
can
of suicide, or who are struggling with emotional distress.
deliver a full range of crisis care services—
the existing
10-digit
National
Crisis
Line.
Veterans
can
call
988
Preparing for full 988 implementation and operational
is essential to meeting behavioral health
readiness requires a bold vision for a crisis care
needs
Suicide
Prevention Lifeline to the
then crisis
Press
1.across the nation.
system that provides direct, life-saving services
all in need. and all calls will be
newtonumber,
The new 988 line will help
SAMHSA sees 988 as a first step towards a transformed
redirected.
make it easier to remember and
crisis care system in much the same way as emergency
medical services
havecall,
expanded
in theor
US.chat
When
people
text,
share the number to access help
988, they will be connected to
in times of need. ▫
Developed in collaboration with the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration

vietnamwar50th.com

Nooksack New Hires

Nooksack Indian Tribe

Employee Spotlight

Carmen Cooper
Rikki Auguston
Angelina Roberts

Roberta Humphreys

DV Advocate
Caseworker
Assistant Teacher

Intake Specialist/
TANF Liaison
Roberta Roberts Humphreys was raised in the
Nooksack Tribe her whole life. She says she
is lucky enough to still live in her late parents’
home. Roberta has worked for Nooksack in Child
Support since 2014. Before that she worked with
the Tribe in various roles since high school.
Roberta always goes above and beyond to provide great services to the community, all while
taking care of many family members. She navigates court, child support documents and all sorts
of state agencies on behalf of her clients. She
never hesitates to meet her clients outside where
they are -- literally out of the office, in town, at
public places -- to ensure that they understand
all the information in the paperwork necessary
to deal with child support or other employment
opportunities. She does so much – and all of it
while sharing her contagious laugh with staff and
clients.

Nooksack Labor Pool

The Nooksack Tribe is building
a labor pool for tribal members
who would like to be considered
for on-call labor work, that could
include:
• Special clean-up projects
• Landscaping & ditch projects
• Special moving projects
• Building projects

“I love to work with the community and help families,” Roberta says.
Roberta is very family-oriented, married, and has
three kids. She also takes care of her two younger
brothers. While not at work she loves to spend
time with her family, play softball, and help coach
her kids in sports. They have four small dogs.

March 2022
Monday

Elders’ Lunch Menu

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

3

4

Pancakes
Sausage Links
Hash Browns
Eggs
Berries

Chef Salad
Garlic Bread
Chicken Noodle
Soup
Chocolate Cake

Beef Dip
Au jus & Swiss
Cheese
Fries
Apple Crisp

Food Bank Day

Baked Fish
Roasted Potatoes
Green Beans
Clam Chowder
Jell-O Pie

7

8

9

10

Pizza
Breadsticks
Garden Salad
Pudding

Commodity Day

Closed
Billy Frank Jr.
Day

Pork Roast
Rice Pilaf
Mixed Veggies
Chicken & Rice
Soup
Apple Sauce

11
Indian Taco, Hamburger, Cheese,
Lettuce, Onion,
Tomatoes, Sour
Cream, Pound
Cake w/ Strawberries & Whip Cream

17

18

Hot Dogs
Chili
Caesars Salad
Apple Crisp

Beef Goulash
Garden Salad
Garlic Toast
Cookies

14
Hamburger
Lettuce/Tomato
Potato Salad
Chips
Cookies

21

French Toast
Ham
Hash browns
Egg
Fruit
15

Teriyaki Chicken
Rice
Mixed Veggies
Pudding

16
Spam Fried Rice
Peas
Applesauce

22

23

Pork Stir Fry
Rice
Egg Drop Soup
Cookies

29

24

25

Sweet & Sour
Chicken
Egg Flower Soup
Jell-O w/
Whipped Cream

Tuna Casserole
Mixed Veggies
Wheat Roll
Cupcakes

31
Spaghetti w/ MeatChicken Fried
Hamburger Soup
balls, Breadsticks
Steak w/ country
Roll
Mixed Garden
gravy
Garden Salad
Salad
Hash Browns
Cherry Crisp
Pound cake w/
Boiled Egg
Mixed Berries &
Yogurt
Whipped Cream

Automotive Department

Jan. 22 Treaty Day
Feb. 21 Presidents’ Day
Mar. 9 Billy Frank Jr. Day
Apr. 22 Mother Earth Day
May 9 D/A Mothers Day
May 30 Memorial Day
Jun. 17 Fri of Father's Day
Jun. 20 Juneteenth obser.
Jul. 4

Independence Day

Sep. 2 Fri before Labor Day
Sep. 5 Labor Day
Oct. 10 Coast Salish Day
Nov. 11 Veterans Day
Nov. 24 Thanksgiving Day
Nov. 25 D/A Thanksgiving
Dec. 23 Admin Leave
Dec. 27-30 for Admin Leave

Every day:
Fresh green
salad and fresh
fruit.

Nooksack

Jan. 17 MLK Jr. Day

Dec. 26 for Christmas

30

Vehicle Detailing
General laborer
Visit nooksacktribe.org to apply
for the labor pool or apply at the
Nooksack Administration Office.
Wages will vary depending on job.
Drug test & background check
required upon hire.

Tribal Offices will be
closed on the following
days in 2022:

Sep. 23 Governance Day

Meatloaf
Grilled Ham & Waffles w/ StrawCheese Sandwich berries & Whipped Mashed Potatoes
Cream
Mixed Veggies
Chips
Bacon
Apple Pie
Caesar Salad
Hash Browns
Jell-O pie
Egg
28

Nooksack Tribal
Holidays

•
•

Free Heater System
Check with Oil Change
•
•
•
•
•

All technicians ASE Certified
Quality repairs guaranteed
HD trucks, cycles, boats &
equipment
Welding and fabrication
Towing services available
Services include: Oil (up to 5
quarts), Lube, New Oil Filter,
Refill of Window Washer

Plus:
• Air filters
• Power steering fluid
• Tire pressure
• Transmission fluid
• Visual check of break pads,
lights, turn signals, break
lights, etc.
Nooksack Automotive
4975 G Deming Road
Deming, WA 98244
(360) 306-5756
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Request a COVID-19
Vaccine Appointment

Request a
COVID-19 Test
Appointment
This form is
required for
COVID 19 testing
at the Nooksack
Health Clinic.

News straight
to your inbox
Subscribe!
@ nooksacktribe.org

Administrative Contacts

Tribal Council Office….........................................................(360) 592-5164
Tribal Council Fax…...............................................................(360) 592-4506
Administrative Office Main…..............................................(360) 592-5176
Administrative Fax…...............................................................(360) 592-2125
Human Resources (Director: Amy Taylor)....................(360) 592-5176
Emergency & Risk Management….....................................(360) 592-HELP (4357)
Early Childhood Education (Director: Alicia Allard)
Head Start - Deming….........................................................(360) 592-0141
Head Start - Everson..........................................................(360) 966-0523
Education (Director: Donia Edwards)
Education Main Office … .................................................(360) 966-2043
Youth Program ....................................................................(360) 966-2043
Health Services (Director: Lona Johnson)
Behavioral Health …..............................................................(360) 966-2376
Dental Clinic ….........................................................................(360) 306-5151
Genesis II Office (Manager: Rick George)....................(360)-398-6399
Medical Clinic…......................................................................(360) 966-2106
Medical Business Office… ................................................(360) 966-7704
Law Enforcement (Police Chief: Mike Ashby)
Police Department ….............................................................(360) 592-9065
Natural & Cultural Resources
Natural Resources (Dir: George Swanaset, Jr.)............(360) 592-5176
Fishing and Shellfish Fisheries Hotline .........................(360) 592-5140
Cultural Resources…...............................................................(360) 306-5759
Social Services (Director: Heidi Davis)..........................(360) 592-0135
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Elders Office …........................................................................(360) 592-0100
TANF - Deming…...................................................................(360) 592-0135
TANF - Skagit…… ...................................................................(360) 848-1758
GED Office Nooksack…......................................................(360) 592-0135 ext. 3425
GED Office Skagit… ..........................................................(360) 848-1758
Homelessness Resource Mgr (Tiffani Zamudio)........(360-592-0135
Youth & Family Services (Dir: Katrice Rodriguez) ....(360) 306-5090
Domestic Violence Office … ............................................(360) 592-5176
DV Emergency Hotline… ..................................................(360) 592-4164
Other Services
Auto Shop…….......................................................................(360) 306-5756
Child Support (Director: Ken Levinson)........................(360) 306-5090
Economic Development & Planning
(Director: Donovan Sather)………………………………(360) 592-0162
Enrollment Office (Dir: Roy Bailey) ...............................(360) 592-0135
Facilities & Maintenance (Dir: Richard Edwards)…......(360) 592-0162
Housing Authority Office (Dir: Malori Klushkan.......(360) 592-5163
Mí sq’ eq’ ó Community Building…………......................(360) 966-9153
North Intertribal Vocational
Rehabilitation Program …...............................................(360) 592-5176 x1048
Tribal Court Fax…...................................................................(360) 306-5181
Tribal Court…...........................................................................(360) 306-5125
Tribal Gaming .......................................................................(360) 592-5472
Tribal Veterans Program (Cara McCoy).........................(360) 592-5176
Casino & Market Center
Nooksack Northwood Casino…........................................(360) 734-5101
Toll free ….................................................................................(877) 777-9847
Nooksack Market Center…................................................(360) 592-5864

