
Instructions for Admission of Attorneys and Advocates  

to the Nooksack Tribal Court Bar 
 

 

Attorney-Advocate Fee: $250 Lay-Advocate Fee: $50 

The initial admission fee is prorated based on days remaining in the year. Fee shall be waived 

for advocates employed by the tribe and for others, with consent of the court. 

 

In order to be admitted to the Nooksack Tribal Court Bar, an Attorney-Advocate must be a member 

in good standing of the bar of any state of the United States or the District of Columbia. Any person 

at least 18 years of age who is of good moral character may appear as a Lay-Advocate.  

 

The following steps are required for admission: 

 

1. Prior to being admitted to the Nooksack Tribal Court Bar the Court will require proof of a 

current, valid business license with the Nooksack Indian Tribe. The NIT Business License 

Application can be obtained at: https://nooksacktribe.org/departments/administration. 

 

2. Prior to filing the petition, pay the initial prorated admission fee at the Nooksack Tribe’s 

Accounting Department, 5016 Deming Rd., Deming, WA 98244. Payment is subject to 

return if the petition is denied.  

 

3. Read the Advocates Code of Conduct (attached), the tribal constitution, and the tribal 

ordinances, which can be found on the Laws & Ordinances page of the tribe’s website:  

https://nooksacktribe.org/departments/nooksack-tribal-court/laws-ordinances. 

 

4. Complete the attached Petition and Declaration in Support for Admission to Tribal Court 

and the Advocate’s Oath. 

 

5. Submit to the Nooksack Tribal Court: completed documents, proof of payment of 

admission fee, and proof of current business license.  

 

6. An annual bar fee ($250 for Attorney-Advocates, $50 for Lay-Advocates) is due by 

January 10th of each calendar year to remain in good standing of the Nooksack Tribal 

Court Bar. 

 

https://nooksacktribe.org/departments/administration
https://nooksacktribe.org/departments/nooksack-tribal-court/laws-ordinances


Petition and Declaration in Support for  Nooksack Tribal Court 

Admission to Tribal Court - Pg. 1 of 4 PO Box 157 | 4971 Deming Rd. 

 Deming, WA 98244 

 (360) 306-5125 

 

IN THE NOOKSACK TRIBAL COURT 

FOR THE NOOKSACK INDIAN TRIBE 

DEMING, WASHINGTON 

 

 
In re the Admission of: 
 
_______________________________ 

Petitioner. 

 
No.:  
 
Petition and Declaration in Support 
for Admission to Tribal Court 
 

 

 

 COMES NOW,       , and moves this court for an 

order admitting Petitioner to practice before the Nooksack Tribal Court and within the 

jurisdiction of the Nooksack Indian Tribe.   

 

 DATED this    day of     , 20 . 

 

      _________________________________________ 

      Petitioner Signature        D.O.B. 

 

      _________________________________________ 

      Street Address 

 

      _________________________________________ 

      City, State, Zip Code 

 

      _________________________________________ 

      Telephone 

      _________________________________________ 

      Email 

 

      _________________________________________ 

      State Bar Number (if applicable)   



Petition and Declaration in Support for   

Admission to Tribal Court - Pg. 2 OF 4  
  

 

DECLARATION IN SUPPORT 

 

 

I,       , swear under penalty of perjury under the 

laws of the Nooksack Indian Tribe: 

1. I am over the age of eighteen (18), competent to testify about the matters stated herein, 

and make this declaration of my personal knowledge.  

2. I am of good moral character and in support of this statement I declare the following: 

a. ☐ I have not been disbarred, suspended, or disciplined in any jurisdiction in which 

I have appeared as an advocate or attorney or otherwise practiced law. (If you 

could not answer in the affirmative, please list details concerning the discipline 

including jurisdiction, date, and case number. Also, you must include any final 

orders or determinations from said jurisdiction)  

           

           

            

           ; 

b. ☐ I have never surrendered any license or other privilege to practice law in any 

jurisdiction.  (If you could not answer in the affirmative, please list details 

concerning the surrender including jurisdiction, date, and case number associated 

with your action)  

           

           

            

           ; 

c. ☐ I am free of criminal conviction regarding crimes involving an element 

concerning my integrity or moral turpitude.  (If you could not answer in the 

affirmative, please list details including jurisdiction, case number, and date of 

conviction. Also, you must include any final orders or determinations from said 

jurisdiction)  

           

           

            

           ; 



Petition and Declaration in Support for   

Admission to Tribal Court - Pg. 3 OF 4  
  

 

d. ☐ I have never had a criminal conviction sealed, expunged, or otherwise vacated. 

(If you could not answer in the affirmative, please list details including 

jurisdiction, case number, and date of conviction. Also, you must include any 

final orders or determinations from said jurisdiction)  

           

           

            

           ; 

e. ☐ I have not had any license or other privilege to conduct any business or other 

professional activity revoked, suspended, or otherwise received discipline in any 

jurisdiction.  (If you could not answer in the affirmative, please list details 

including jurisdiction, case number, and date of action. Also, you must include 

any final orders or determinations from said jurisdiction) 

           

           

            

           ; 

f. ☐ I have never surrendered any license or other privilege to conduct any business 

or other professional activity in any jurisdiction. (If you could not answer in the 

affirmative, please list details concerning the surrender including jurisdiction, 

date, and case number associated with your action)  

           

           

            

           ; 

g. ☐ I have never had a court enter a finding against me, which included a finding 

of fraud, deceit, or any analogous term of similar import.  (If you could not 

answer in the affirmative, please list details including jurisdiction, case number, 

and date of action.  Also, you must include any final orders or determinations 

from said jurisdiction) 

           

           

            

           .   
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3. I have a current, valid business license with the Nooksack Indian Tribe (copy of license 

attached).  

4. I have paid the admission fee (copy of receipt attached).  

5. I have read the Constitution and the Titles of the Nooksack Indian Tribe, and the Rules of 

the Nooksack Tribal Court. 

 

I attest that I have read the above carefully and state that my attestation here is true and correct 

that my record does not contain errors or omissions.  I also understand that it is my responsibility 

to obtain clarification on anything contained in this affidavit which I do not understand prior to 

signing. I am aware that any omissions, falsifications, misstatements or misrepresentations may 

disqualify me, or, if admitted, will be grounds for discipline in accordance with Title 10, loss of 

my right to practice before the Tribal Court, and/or any other sanction permissible under tribal 

law. 

 

DATED this _____ day of ________________ 20____. 

 

      ________________________________________ 

      Petitioner Signature  
 

      ________________________________________ 

      Print Name 

 



 

Advocate’s Oath Nooksack Tribal Court 

 PO Box 157 | 4971 Deming Rd 

 Deming, WA 98244 

 (360) 306-5125 
 

ADVOCATE’S OATH 

 

 

NOOKSACK INDIAN TRIBE  } 

                                                          }                ss. 

 

I,        , do solemnly swear: 

1. I have read and understand the Nooksack Indian Tribe’s Constitution, the Tribal Code 

and the Rules of the Tribal Court;  

 

2. I will uphold the Constitution of the Nooksack Indian Tribe; 

 

3. I will abide by the Titles of the Nooksack Indian Tribe; 

 

4. I will abide by the Rules of the Nooksack Tribal Court; 

 

5. I will respect the judges and officers of the Nooksack Tribal Court; 

 

6. I will not raise any claims or defenses which do not appear to be honestly debatable 

and just; and 

 

7. I will be truthful at all times. 

 

SUBMITTED this     day of      20 . 

 

             

      Advocate’s Signature 

 

 

 

SUBSCRIBED and SWORN to before me this   day of    , 20____. 

 

 

 

      ____________________________________ 

      Raymond Dodge, Chief Judge 
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